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ronment -~ and it was — bul 1990 was a
year of many, varied issues. Natlonally, it
was a year of unprecedented attacks on
free speech and battles over the limits of police
power. On he state level, the year brought bat-
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I'l' WAS supposed to be the year of the envi-

FRrREE SPEECH

Our beliefs B
Speaking out on 1990 issues

- Ues aver abortion rights, taxes and school [fi-

nancing: A host of reglonal issues, from control-
ling urban sprawl to picking the slte for a new
Tiger Stadium, also surfaced. Here's where the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers stood on the
major issues of 1990;

forfeilure-of drug dealer assets — nonetheless
needs tightening. We argued police departments
should work more closely to assure each partici-
pating department received an equitable share of
the

Despite the importance of other issues, intru-
.sions on the right to free speech filled Observer
& Eccentric editorial pages more than any other
topic.

® We warhed againsl the dangers of labeling
record albums, as had occurred in Florida, and
local leaders apparently heeded our warning.
Record labeling has not occurred in Mlchigan by
year's end and it's future here remains doubtful.

®.In a related matter, Oakland County Pro-
secutor Richard Thompson drew our praise for
not prosecuting a suburban record store owner
whose front window displayed a controversial
but clearly non-obscene record album cover,

® When it came to other forms of expression,
we encouraged school boards and parents to re-
view classroom films — such as the one unfor-
tunately linked to the possible suicide of an area
boy. .

® At the same lime, we had no kind words for
the new NC-17 rating system that would govern
what students — and adults — couid see at their
local movie house. Movie ratings, we argued, are
too restrictive and are driven by economics, not
any concern for free thought and debate.

@ Congress surprised and pleased us, howev-
er, by rejecting a Constitutionat amendment that
would have banned flag burning. Patriotism, we
argued, cannot be legislated, while a true de-
mocracy clears the way even for unpopular
forms of expression.

® Lest we be accused of leaning too far to the
left, we also argued in favor of anti-abortion ac-
tivists who picketed outside local doctor’s homes.
Streets and sidewalks are public property, we
argued, in urging local communities to avoid
drafling anti-picketing ordinances. .
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The 20th anniversary of Earth Day this spring
provided the rallying cry for environmentalists
throughout the nation and region.*We're happy to
report the Earth Day spirit carried well into Lhe
year.

® We encouraged local communities to begin
recycling and many have already responded.
Birmingham, Livenia,  Plymouth: Township,
Plymouth and Southfield were but three of the
area- communilies that began reeycling pro-
grams in the past year.

® In addition, we encouraged the state De-
partment of Natural Resources to slop delaying
and approve county waste disposal master plans
-— in part to help speed up recycling efforts,
Happily. they responded.

® At the same time, we hailed the East Mich-
igan Environmental Action Council on its 20th
anniversary. We praised the group, an outgrowth
of the first Earth Day, for pressing environmen-
tal issues during the hostile climate for Lhe
1980s.
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The war on‘drugs brought a slew of proposals
to increase police powers, most of them ill-
advised. While we stood solidly behind such anti-
substance abuse groups as Mothers Against
Drunk Drving, we also slood up for civil liberties.

® Michigan’s proposed “no knock™ law, al-
lowing police to enter homes, withoul warrant,
on the mere suspicion drugs were present, was
bad law, we argued. such a move would shred
civil libertics. Then, as now, we don’t want fewer
rights and a drug [ree society; we want more
rights and a drug free society. While antl-drug
hysteria seems to have subsided, attacks on civil
liberties continue.

® In a simblar vein, we argued ngalnsl driver
check lanes. Despite a U.S. Supreme Court ruling
in support of drunk driving check lanes, we
argued the move not only intruded on drivers’
civil liberties but was also a colossal waste of
police time, We note few local police depart-
ments, if any, are using check lanes.
® One aspect of the drug war we support —
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CRIME & PUNISHMENT

... against restoring the death penalty in Michigan

‘care issue. Looking at the Michigan Tobacco Re-

- sters on the dangers of smoking. At least one lo-

.
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assels. At the same time, we ar-
gued that proper care should be taken to assure
assets of non-related parties — Including rela-
tives of the accused — were included in the haut.
@ We used our Easter Week editorial to argue

— the timing was not lost on perceptive readers.

Abortion, the most controversial health Issue,
rematned hot in 1990 and shows no signs of cool-
ing off in the coming year.

® Michlgan’s new parental consent law drew
ofir cditoria! fire. Even though 330,000 Michgian
residents signed petitions making parcnlal con-
sent law, we believe that merely represents a
small, narrow, viewpolnt. Despite presence of a
new, pro-life governor, we continue to urge pro-
choice legislators to roll back abortion restric-
tions. At the same time, we also support inereas-
ing sex education programs as & method of curb-
q:g unwanted pregnancies.

More education was also our strong recom-
mendatlon on ‘smoking, another major health

HEeaLtH IsSUES

ducation Task Force's recent report, we conclud-
ed our schools should do more to educate young-

cal community, however, téok a more radical
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Community still is main
focus of this newspaper

EXACTLY 25 years ago this week
1 bought the six Observer Newspa-

A Iol has happened since then:

o The company has grown con-
slderably. It now publishes 53 com- *
munity newspapers, including this
one. .

# Our company name i3 now Sub-
urban Communications Corp., re-
flecting our Interest in

1 believe that good
communities and good
newspapers go hand in
hand, the success of .
one contributing to the
other.

p
news and information of all sorts to
a wide variety of markots.

® Qur technology — modern,
computerized data bases and laser
typesetters — is light years away
from the clanking Linotype machine
on which I used to set this column.

But looking back over 25 years In
the newspaper business, what strikes
me is how closcly we have clung to
our fundamental focus of publishing
communlty newspapers.

‘THE FIRST (front page editorial I
wrote as publisher tried to sct out
what we were about. Among other
things, it sald: .

“We will try to bring to lheu

motivated by a spirit and a commit-
ment, a posture in the world and an
cthic. Without these, a newspaper s
just another dead ph:ce of paper
with print on it.

“It s only in this splrit wb.lch per-
mils a newspaper to play its true
role: A public consclence.”

LAST YEAR, alter numerous
false starts, I succeeded in getting
our company philosophy down on pa-
pee for all our staffers to read: -

“All journalists share the same ob-
ligation to truth, accuracy and fair-
ness, But because we publish com-
munity newspapers, we think about

task force r dation to heart. Roch
Hills is, at this moment, trying to ban cigarette
vending machines in areas frequented by minors.
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Several tax-and-spend issues came our way in
1990. Some looked inelfeclual, others too confus-
ing. New Gov. John Engler is promising substan-
tial property tax savings in 1391. We'll see.

Tax & SPENDING Issuss

® On schoo! aid, we sharply criticized the
rob-frpm-the-rich-give-to-the-poor approach,
calling for more school spending all around. We
blasted Gov. Blanchard's plan to take categorical
state aid from wealthier districts and give them
lo poorer districts (and look what happened to
him). By year's end, however, Lansing's Robin
Hoods were. floallng a new proposal, one that
calls for a “sharing” of district tax bases. Again,
we say down with it,

® We weren't too big on the state’s major tax
cul inltiative, the so-called Patterson/Anderson
proposal, We found It too complicated and
confusing to make the ballot, Apparently, state
voters agreed. Pelilion gatherers failed to gain
enough signatures Lo force a vote on the issue,

Development, whether of a new Tiger Stadium
or a suburban “megamall," was still a hot issue
this year. Whetper it will remain so depends on
whether we have a recession — as predicted —
and how long it lasts. As for this year:

® As Cecil Fielder was just embarking on his
home run binge, we called for a new Tiger Stadi-
um to be built near the old. While Allen Park has
cemerged as a leading contender, with Plymouth
Township a viable. alternative, we continue lo
call for a centrally located baupark built with
privale — not public — money. ;

® With development sprawling throughout
our region, we called for stricter controls on
growlh. We argued for a regional planning au-
thority to prevent unnecessary development, We
still think it's a good idea regardless of whether
recession makes development a moot issue in
1991, : .

@ Stating our long-held belief that Detroit's
revitalization is key to our area as a whole, we
praised Detroiters who patrolled thelr streets on
Devil’s Night — and called on suburbanites to
help them next year.

an and problng

:urlnsny about everything .of local

interest, from sewage to high school

{ootball, from racial discrimination

to good recipes, from Jocal politics
to nelghborhood goings on.

“To those who wrile them (and,

_-hopefully, to some of those who read
“them),

newspapers  are alive,

in a funda-
mentally different way than our big-
ger competition,

“They consider to be

“We regard ourselves as bath ac-
curate journalists and as caring citi-
2ens of the communlties where we |
both work and live. It's often hard to
have both feelings at ence, but in the
end it makes for fairer and more ac-
curate journalism because i consid-
crs the consequences of a news story
to the community and to I.he people -
involved.”

I AM VERY proud of the ways
Lkis newspaper and its staffers have
contributed to the success of this
community. : belleve that good com-
munities and good newspapers go
hand in hand, the success of one con-
tributing to the other.

And as the New Year comes to
mark my 25th anniversary in this
business, I look forward with very

independent from the storles and the
communitles they cover, swooping tn

to write of the unusual or sensattonal

and then dashing off to cover some-
thing else,

great and curi-
osity to the next 25 years.

il Power is chairman of the
‘company that owns this newspa-
per. His awerd-winning column
will appear periodically.

from our readers

Head injury
series helpful

To the editor:

The series covering head injurics
by Janlce Brunson was well-written
and very informative,

We wish to thank Botsford Hospl-
tal who hosts our chapter’s monthly
meetings for the families of head In-
jured and survivors of head injurles,
‘The group meets the second Thurs-
day of each month in the Community
Room in the Adminlstration Bullding
of the Hospltal on Grand Rlver.
Those with questtons about head In-
juries can write the Michigan Head
Injury Atltance, 8143 W. Grand Riv-
er Sulte 5, Brighton, Mich, 48118 or
call 229-5860."

Pat and Helen McEvillyr

Let’s hear
both sides
on millage

To the editor:

would indicatc that De\’rhs argu-
ments are valld and that increased
taxes are not needed.

Won't someone from the pro-tax
side take a place on the stage?

If your -argument Is clear and
sound you could Inform and Influ-
ence hundreds of cltizens.

Let's hear from both sides.

B Robert Ranney,
Farmington Hills

Answers
about dog
are needed

To the editor:
We were outraged in reading
about the policeman shooting the

dog (Dec. 17) and several questlons

about this incldent need answers
promptly.

@ II the offlcers did not know the
dog lived there, why did they try to
lock It in the yard.? How did they
identlly the dog from the deseription
in the complalnt?

® Since someone was home, did
the offlcers consider asking them If
the dog lived there and if so, for
some assistance from the owner in

‘Thank you for your Dee. 20 cdllo;

rlal

the 3.7 mill uhool ux increase to
debate Richard DeVries on televi-
slon.

Hopefully, your urging will cause
those In favor of Increased school
taxes to meet DeVries ln televised
debate,

As fajr and lmparﬂll conduct
would be assured by the League of
Women Voters, declining to debate

Steve Barnaby manaqing eaitor
Judith Doner Berne as:
Dick Isham general manager

sland Mmanaging edifor

fining the dog to the yard?

® Did the officers conslder that’

pursult of the dog onto its own prop-
erty might provoke a reaction from
the dog since they werce sirangers?

@ Was the officers’ method of
handling this matter (concluding
with three shots from a deadly

weapon witnessed by the dog's '

owner, arca children and ncighbors)
a goad example of pollee training in

reme Miseruer & Lccentric® ”\1

Richard Brady direclor of advertitang
Fred Wright director of crrculaton

a minor Incldent?

#® Did this handling by the offi-
cers sct a good example for citizens?
Where could it lead?

Agaln, all we know at Lhis polnt is
what the inltlal news article sald but
until facts arc shown to the contrary,
we arc. far more concerned now
about thls police offlcer belng loose
than the dog.

We look farward to further Infor-
matton. If none Is forthcoming, we
wlill pursue It.

Susan Johnson
and family,
Farmington Hills

Opinions are
to be shared

Optnions and ideas are best
when shared with olhers.

That's why the Farmington
Observer encourages (s
readers 1o share iheir views
valh others in 1he From Our
Fieaders cotumn,

Submitting a letter to the
edior for publicalion is easy.
Letiers should be typewritten
ot prnted legibly and kept to
300 wards. Letters must bo
signed and include the
address of the sender.

Names will be withheld only
for the best of reasons, and
the decision ta do so will be
made by the editor.

Letiers should be maited to:
Editor, Farmington Observer,
21898 Farmington Road,

s

Subuthan Commumeaton:, Ceorpy
Philip Power chinrman ot the boand
Richard Aginian presidem

Farminglon 48336.
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