Detroit 'auto show spawns related business
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sereened before the client sees them,

“We look for a nice appearance.
They have to be smart enough to talk
one-on-one, Anyone "can learn a

script. They have to have a nice per- .

sonality. They can't be stuck on
themselves,” he sald.

Narrators can earn from $135 to
$650 per day dependlng on experi-

. ence, credentials and.what they're
asked to do, Rlce sald.

‘But because Detroit is atil} consid-
ered the Vatican of the auto busi-
ness, Rice sald, most narrators are
hired here in April to work the exhi-
hition clrcuit through the following

March.
1 “A lot of our people are’ carry-
over from previous years, aboul 50
percent,” Rlce 3aid”

. - Margery Krevsky, vice president
for Productions-Plus of Birming-

ham, will place upwards of 70 floor

pmdllcl

an
- Pontiac, Buick, leun and Inﬂnlli

THE FLOOR specialists will carn
upwards of $200-300 daily, narrators
$160-250, she sald.

Krevsky expects some lravel from
her placements, “I won't consider a
person who will do just one week,”
she said. “IUs expensive to'traln tal-
ent.”

Cynthla Guenlher. president of
United Talent Agency of Detrolt and
Dearborn, helped the Detrofit Auto
Dealers Association select some 80
women to help with public relations
tasks relating to the show.

“They witl do credentialing. Many
women will greet dignitaries from
Paris, Tokyo, many women will sell
tickets,” she sald,

Those jobs, which pay $7-10 per
hour, often are used as stepping

- stones to narralor and product spe-

cialist fobs, Guenther said.
Guenther also placed about 20 in

‘It (auto show) is a family affair. You
~have one third who come there
basically to be entertained, another
one third are interested in concept
cars and the other third are true

buyers.’

— GMC Truck manager Jim Wagner

exhiblts with Bulek, Hyundal, Ford
and Panl.l.lc

THEN THERE are opporllmlu-
for local talent with ambitions other
(han mouthpleces for manufactur-
ers. .

“We're dolng all ‘the domestle
manufacturers parties, 15, easy,"
Rice sald. Most will be afterglows
following the charity preview Jan.

.11, 2nd the fare varies,

"One party has a 22-piece big

Working the Detroit auto
show is fun but demanding
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* cult, but I've been dolng It

There's also time for fun. "We're
out every morning sightseclng. At
nlgh!. we go out on (he lown,” she
sald.

l(ulczyckl who expects lo gradu:
ate from Eastern Michlgan Universl-

* ty next year, suspects this will be her
last Ume around the clrcult.

“We're usuatly ready to come
home when a show ls over. But we're
ready Lo go, too,” she sald.

Kolodziej, 20, of Westland is in her
sccond year narﬂllnx for Hyundal.

- “It's a stepplng stone, starting off
with what I want to do,” she said.

.. The public contact work also com-
-plements schooling at Henry Ford

Community College in preparing for

an eventual career in broadeasting.
“It's .exciting.” I'm traveling. all
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over the US. It Is very good maney.

You cash your check and say, ‘Isn't
this great? " Kolodzlej sald. .

COMPETITION for jobs is tough,
with 50 sometimes vylng for two or
three slots.

“The glrls I work with, you get to
be close {riends,” she safd. “You live-
with them, room with them, But I do
llml myself getting homesick.”

odzie] works 5-8 hours per day
and hdnp homework on the road.

Haw.long will It go on? “I expect
to do this until alter I'm out of col-
lcge and stable in my broadcasting

juh a few more ycars. deflnitely,”
she sald.

Guenther of Bloomfield Hllls has
been a Ford narrator for 14 years.

“I enjoy It 1t's part of business
I'm accustomed to,” she sald.

Guenther audltioned for Ford al-
ter particlpating in the Miss Michi-
gan World Pageant. Now, she runs
the Miss Michigan United’ Pageant
and a talent agency.

“You're always looking for new
contacts. I've. been through this. I
know,” she sald, “This (suto show
work) 1s part of a tree. I've branched
out."”
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band, apother a trio,” he sald. A
large orchestra could command
about $3,000 for three hours work; a
piano player $135-250, Rice said.
Chrysler will feature a five-plece
Jazz band for iis party, sald Peter
Brown,:shows and exhibit speclalist
for Chrysler. I taold the agency in
this partlcutar case what 1 wanted
.~ a nlee plano, bass, drums playing
mellow, light music for the 45-65-
year-old group,” he said.
Entertaloment Connection of
Southfleld has booked a trio for a
dealership party and -Doug Jacobs
and the Red Garter Band for a
breakfast, sald Karen Hall, a sales
agent. .
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“ONCE WE find the location and
type of atmosphere, we'll suggest a
certaln type of music,” she sald. “It
a)} depends on what the cllent |s

. trylng to do.

Some cxhibltors hire entertaln-
ment to supplement the narrators.

. “We've got clght dancers for
Chevrolet, the Chevy Thunder Danc-
ers, and cight dancers for Toyota,
Team Toyota Dancers,” Rice ‘said.
They can expecl to make $150-2°0
“per day and hit the road for other big
domestlc shows,

“It's prelty tough to get 2 job"
Rice said of the dancers. “We looked
at 160, the cllent looked at 80."

Natlonal talent sometimes supple-
ments local entertainers.,

GMC Truck has hired a group
from the Up with People Lroupe,
while Chévrolet. has engaged Mike
Sweet, a comedian/magician ‘and
former Detrolter,. and The. Plano
Juggler, both from Los Angeles.

“WE HAVE eatertainment for one
.reason only — to attract an audi-
ence," said Jim Wagner, manager of

xhnw: and exhiblts for GMC Truck. s
“Jt {auto show) is a famlily aifalr,
You have one. third who come there
basically to be entertained, another
one third are interested in concept
cars and the other third are true
buyers,” he said.

Bul there's another tdmal ul -
thought. Chrysler, not wanting sing’
ers or dancers to detract from the.
vehicles, complements narrators .
and floor people with almulnwn and .
In exhibits.

“We feel to a certain cxlent it gets
people more hands on, involved in .
products,” said Donald Schmid, dis-.

.play and exhibits manager for.

Chrysler. “They get into vehicles.”

“The indu:try has become much
more technical,” sald Barbara McIn-
tosh, owner of Afflliated Models of, -
Troy. Her agency will supply 70 nar- .
rators and floor people for the De-
troit show and another 60 for four, .
other auto shows around the mnlry .
at the same time.

“Schtick has-gone to a lechnlcal
level," Mclntosh sald. “IU's more to
iniorm the public than just enter-
tain.?*
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" It's a First for Southeast Michigan.

Join'us on December 31, from
4:00 p.m. to midnight, when the
streets and many public build-
.ings. churches and office lobbies ’
in gowntown Birmingham come
alive with music and song, com-
edy and drama. magic and mime.
t's “First Night/Birmingham ‘917, a
non-stop festival of the performing and visual
arts, with events occurring simultaneously in over
20 locations in a 10 block area. A surprise celebration
in Shain Park rings in the Néw Year. You and everyone in your
family can enjoy this umique, alcohol-tree “Celebration of the
Senses” for just $5 each. Children 5 and under admitted free.

FREEDOM
is more than the flag.
It's a basic principle in every
American life.

One of our most basic freedoms is freedom of the press. Amencans ore
guaranteed access to ol the news—the good n'gh! along with the bad

we here of The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers guard this precious
freedom with every edition we publish.. We watch and report the actions and
decisions of your government—fiom the county COmMmissions and city councils to
"township supervisors and schoolboards. If it atfects your home. yout famiy. your
litg, wo make every effort to be there —1or you

Out pledge to protect you fight to know.

Here ate (ust some of the artists who vall b2 performing 1n The Community House
Baldwin Lidtary St James Epsscopal Chutch ang other locatians in downteyen Bitmingham 0

Ursula Walket & Buddy Budson
Contemporay comb

Prism Quartet

Viadimir Karminski
20 Century Classcy

Russan Folk Pamst
Russell Tayloe St. Dunstan'a Theater Gulld
Saton Crcus Pertormance AT | Cruron's Make-Bebove Theatar/ -
Motar Clty Samba Adult Revue : N

Cambean Brasan Rhytnms Special Art Exhibltions PLUS
Potar “Madeat” Ruth A croative array of hands-on activities
Harmemea synthe 2ers fot children from 6 months to 161 e 3
The Viltage Playets
Special chigren's shows &
1940's Raco Hour
FIRST NIGHT-BIRMINGHAN s non-prat project of the Culfural.
Couricil o made possible by th
coninbutions ol wdrnduals. ivic and corporate organizations  Major
sponsors mchude -Clty ot Blomingham » Booth Commanications
The Community Howsa = D'Arcy Raslus Banton & Bowlas
Tha Ford Maotor Company ¢ The Junlor League of Birmingham

Ootrolt Woodwind Quintet
Classcat mstrumentat
Jerry Jacoby
CheKgren s storyteling § song
Ray Kamalay & His Red Hat Peppars
Hot Jazs

Crazy Richard, the Madd Jugglor
Juaging comudy

THE

agers
Radio Stations: WCSX, WJOI, WIN, WLF, and 96.3 FM

AND MORE! Mchgan Opera Theater smgers oo "Broadway Babwes
and Prantoms . Atte Thealer's ane-man shon “Huch Finn” High
School Rock & Rap JAME Rap wih QTMC  Roch weh the VuDy
Hppies Guest DI Joft Crowe. WESX Admssion bultons on saie
ttrough New Year's Eve at pedarmance Dcarons For informaton, calt 5206688

THE JUNIOR LEAGUT OF BIRMINGHAM SPONSORS ALL FIRST HIGHT CHILDREN S ACTIVITIES AKD PERFORMANCES

6009 {313) 8431100 byl- .
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