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Rochester Adams’ Matt Olson, right, attempts to take Clarks-
‘ton’s derry Andrson to the mat. during their tille match at 125
pounds, Anderson wan the title with a 15-4 decision.

Continued from Page 1

THE RESULTS of the champlon-
ship matches didn't malter as far as
the standings were concerned.
Clarkston -had the trophy wrapped
up regardless of what happened. But
the disappointing concluston did indl-
cate lo the Highlanders that knowlng
how to win the blg matches Is some-
thing they'il have to learn sometime
before February.

“it's kind of bittersweet,” said
Adams coach Pat Milkovich, “'We
didn’t have any- finallsts in lasi
year's Oakland..County Meet, so
we've improved. Bul this just wasn't

" indicatlve of how we can wrestle. If

we expect to compete with the best

Ll February. we'll have to do bet-

ter."

Under Mnlkovlcl\ the squad has
Improved steadily. When be took the
reigns three years ago, the Highlan-
ders were coming off a 2-12 MSAA
campalgn. Last year, Adams went

11:0-1 to wln its first leagae tltle

slnce 1982,

“The kids are wmlng to do what-
ever It takes to win here,” said Mil-
kovich, himself a two-time NCAA
grappling champ at Michigan State
University. “They're really working
kard and improving. But 1 want to
peak In February (when -the state
tournament is held), not now,”

Tom Fenoseil (119) won four of
five matches, and Matt Olson (125)
and Anthony Saber {135) each went
3-1 in the tourney as the trio earncd
runner-up trophles for the Highlan.

ders. Fenoseff (10-1) and Olson (10-1). .
“. suffered thelr first losses of the year,

while Saber now stands at 9-2.

OTHER ADAMS placers included:
Greg White (152}, who finished fifth
and moved his record (o 12-3 with a
4-2 tourney slate, and Doy
couver {145), who tock a fourth-place

Sean Rack, of Walled Lake Central, works to reverse Lathrup's Kael Williams during their litle

match at 130 pounds. Willinms won the match by pin at 2:38,
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medal and now stands at 11.3 after
winning four of six tournament
matches.

Troy placed threc wrmlleu and
carned praise - from Its 11th-year
coach, Gary Harlan.

“We're really happy. with our .

team performance,” Harlan said.
“We were [eading after yesterday
(Friday's first round acunn) but you
don’t win trophies for that."™

Chris Veluz (112) took fourth and
moved his scason record to 18-3 by
winning three of five matches; Tim
McMasters (119) took - sixth and
ralsed his season slate to 9-5 by beat-

Ing four of his six opponents; and Kat .

Hara took fifth, going 4-2 In the mect
and moving to 16-2 overatl,

Each of Troy's 13 grapplers won
in the flrst round.

“Two years ago we started five

reshmen. This year they’re junlors,
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Ay vans between pueticipmiing teslees,

30 il's no secret why we're dolng
well,” Harlan sald. “But I'm also
starting three sophomores this year.
We don’t have a middle-school pro-
gram so the klds have to learn while
they're here.

wbnv.ever Harlan is doing is work-
Ing. The Colts were co-champs of the
SMA last yeur with Hazel Park, they
took the 17-team Marine City Invita-
tional meet in mid-December, and
won The Eccentric- Tournament in
carly December. The Colts were a
perfect 50 in dual meet action

through the holidays. But, like Milko- .

vich, Harlan doesn't want bls squad
10 peak too early,

“IT's’ GREAT to do well bete,”
Harlan said. "The tournament is a
good gauge for us, there are some
outstanding teams. But we're look-
ing to the state and SMA ‘league
meets, This is only the first third of
the seasan. The most tmportant two-
thirds Is coming up.*

City foe Troy -Athens also had &
successful tourney, placing four of
its grapplers. The Red Hawks' Tom
Gizonl (160), along. with Southfield-

. Lathrup's Kael Willlams {130), were

the only Eccentric-area competitors
to earn champlonship trophies. Glzo-
ni breezed into the finals with three
lopsided wins before disposing of
South Lyon’s Mark Addy in the finals

- via a technical fall at 5:15. Gizonl's *

dual-meet record rematns perfect at
14-0.

Lathrup's Williams, now 17-0, had
an even easier time, pinnlng each of
his four opponents, [ncluding Walled
Lake Central's Sean Rock at 2:38 of
the championship match. His efforts
earned him one of the tourney's two
Most Valuable Player trophics. Lake
Orion's Jeff Wiscombe, who gained .
his 100th prep win, took the ather.

"He's really dolng outstanding, but
be has to contlnue to improve,” sald
Red Hawks coach Bill Wilde of Gizo-
Ak

- Gizoni agrees. "I've gotten strong-
er and faster since last year, but 1
need to work on my pinning combl-
nations and moving better on the
bottom. | think the state competition
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likes the looks of this year’s Red
. Hawk squad.

“It's about the best team (hat's
ever come out of Athens,” be said. “I
think we have a shot at the league
title if we can get by (Rochester) '
Adams.” i e

Other Red Hawks to place Includ-
ed Sam Kaskorkls (189) who flnished
{ifth, and Bryan Ledin (145) and Tim
McMasters (119), both taking sixths,
Kaskorkis went 4-1 In the tourney to
move to 8-3.overall, McMasters

posted a 4-2 slate to move to 9-5,and
Ledln .weot 4-2 to-up his season |
record to 9-4.
© “Thislssucha lnugh lournamcnl,"
said Wilde. “Outside of the .state
tournament  the Qakland  County
Meet Is one of the Loughest and ost
impressive events of the season.
We've been In the top 10 the past
three years.”

The Red Hawks were district
champs last year at 22-5-1 and they
were also regional finaltsts. This
year they're 4-0 so far, but Wilde
says Adams s the team to watch,

“Pal (Milkovich) bas really done
an outstanding job, They should be .-
ranked in the top 10," Wilde said. -

One team that Is — and everyone
agrees should be — Is lourney
champ Clarkston. :

“THIS IS definitely one of the best
tournaments of the year,” Clarkston
“coach Scott Strickler said. "Oakland
County always puts out a lot of
champs.”

Other Eccentric-area schools that
fatred well included Farmington
(12th, '112.5 points); . Walled Lake
Central -(14th, 108.5 pointsy, Walled
Lake Western (16th, 101.5 points);
and West Bloomfield (19th,

polnts). s
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