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Amerlcan choreographer visits Russm

This picture of the old city. of Tbilisi (there's also a modern
‘one) shows ils famous hot sulphur springs with o fortress in
the background.
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By Corinne Abatt
stalt writer

Jessica Sinclair sald it took no
time at all for her o assimilate [nto
the way of life in Thillst, a city of 1.5,
million in the Sovlet Union province
of Georgla near the Turkish border,

Slnclair, director of dance at
Cranbrook Kingswood School in
Bloomfield Hills, was invlted to be a
guest Instructor/choreographer at a
school of the aris there alter she
took a troupe of student dancers to
the Savict Unlon in 1989.

She left in mid-September and re-
turned the first of November. “It
was beyond expectations,” she said.
“It was the adventure of a llfetime

. . ]t was a professional challenge,
but it touched so many parts of my

She was referring to “dance, to
teaching and to the fact that her fa-
ther was born In the Ukraine.

She had studied Russian all sum-
mer with a private tutor [n antlcipa-
tion of the trip and It served her
well, She thought she would have an
American woman who .-had been
there before as 2 roommate, Instead,
she shared an apartment with a for-
mer ballerina from Georgla who
was teachlng folk dance.

“SHE FCOULD understand  my
Russlan/Ukranian and we had won-

" dertul conversations.”

. When they were stumped in their
discussions of dance, thelr different
cultures and politlcs (a favorite tople
in the Soviet Unlon), they turned to
an English/Russian " dictionary for
help. . N

“After 1 was there for a while, 1

suddenly realized it had been days |
“since I'd spoken any English,” shu

said with a smile.

Her apartment was about 40 min-
utes drive from the ‘school, but she
was given a driver for her entire

to as “Bloody Sunday™ by the Rus-
sians,

“It was a real challenge for all of
us. The piece required thelr lnpul —
they had to perccive their dancing In
a dificrent way. It's asking some-
body -to expose themself in' move-
ment In a very personat thing,” she
said, explaining that these highly dis-
ciplined dancers were not- used to
that sort of thing.

*The second was a ‘60s piece lor
men and women with music by The
Rascals. They liked it because they
felt It was really American.”

She went sightseeing; went regu-
Jarly 10 market for fruil and vegeta-
bles, was surprised to find delicious
watermelon readily available. Meat
was available, but expeaslve and her.

worricd about the winter

Jessica Sinclair watches as three of her students in Tblllsl
practice her contemporary dance about women,

stay and after they became friends,
she sald, “he called himself my man-
ager."

She sald, “Thilisi Is a center. for
dance. Jt has its own ballet company,
its own opera company and its own
philharmonic and at least nine the-
aters. These are pmple with a grea:
cultural heritage.”

MOST OF the dancers in her class
at the school were about 18 years of
age and very well trained, Most, she

: predicied, would be in professlonal.

companies wlthin a year,

“They are very hard-working and

very anxious to learn about modern
dance. They haven’t scen much mod-
ern dance, but Alvln Ailey's compa-
ny. did perform there while I was
there and they were very well
recelved.”

Originally, she was 1o choreograph

a work for the professional company -

in Thillsi, but it was on tour. Howev-
er lhe dancers from the school will
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Celebrate New Year’s Eve
at the italian Cucina!
39500 Ann Artor 1103 + Plymouth + 353. 144,

Mongay. December 31,

Dinnet served from 4 00 1o 11 00 pm
Itatan Hunt Club Lounge Open urtil 27

Tired of going to A restaurant on New Year's Eve and finding the

Year's Eve as well a3 everyday, you will find eut full menu with our
regular menu prices, plus the following fegtures

Filet of Sole
Sturted ath
Crab & Shrimp

Laced with Betnase Dawie

15,50 crvon

1099
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Weil, at the Italan Cucina on Hew
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SINCLAIR FOUND a warm, al-
most family- fecling among the
Georgians, a grea( sense of pride and
caring for cach other and no ghettos
of any kind In the city,

They showed her that there was'a
Christian church, a Jewish syna-
gogue and a Muslum mosque in a
three-block -area .pointed out .that,
“these people all live in hnrrnony
and have for centuries.”

use two'of her works when they per-
form at a theater in Thllisi and when
they go on tour.

One, “Women,” ‘which she has
done here with 14 women was trans-
posed for seven as a kind of tribute
to the women who were shol in a
protest march in 1989 now relerred

~— COUPON ~
DINNER FOR
TWO

SSFonle N :K/mw
101
WA ) ‘}y

RES T A URANT

The Ilahan Way

_ID""'<' Fematiy Made Dn of veal Feaa® 5400a.

Pasia Crowto by
Gt Omnes - LUCIANO + Chel ¢ Cusens - Jo0 Agus

e ey Thay

VEAL
PARMIGUANA ._..."34.95

9 71731 Gama 370 & Poath Smart e of the Dav
auxTos VHURS.FRISAT.
NEW YEARS i Ure
Lot Lveanmer Pla

< “"""“"" - . 32030 Ply'novth Ad. - Uvonla 422-0770

NOW SERVING SZECHUAN AND MANDARIN FOOD

#a mo JAPANESE and CHINESE
—~ A

) Restaurant
L- P. O . 3 '
OPEN MONDAYS DEC. 24th and DEC. 31st

CLOSED TUESDAYS DEC. 25th and JAN. ts!
ACCEPTING NEW YEAR'S EVE RESERVATIONS NOW!

Japanese Lonch 112
Japanese Dinoet 5.3 30
Fu & Sat 11000
CLOSED MONDAY
16825 Middicbolt  Livonta

Chineso Luneh 1.3
Chinese Dinner 3.9 30
For Resarvations

427-3170

CARRY-OUTS
ON CHINESE FOOD

ﬂ' ‘Bonnie ‘Brook
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with MORRIS LAWRENCE & the 7 PIECE BIG BAND
From 800 p.m. i 230 am
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BONNIE BROOK COUNTRY CLUB
\ 19990 Shiawassee Localed on Telegraph botween 7 & 8 Mile Aoads
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PACKAGE INCLUDES

Mr.

TEA USE
27331 FIVE MILE ROAD (Corner of Inkster)

K HO 537-5600

Homa Co
+ Breaded Pork Chop
= Meatloal
« Chickon Parmesan
+ Grange Roughy
+ Baked *2 Chicken

.*5.95

NEW YEAR'S EVE
Early Bird Dinner until 6:00 p.m,

GALA NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY/’L,
m.-4 a.m,

lete Dinner, C
Party Favors, Pizza after 1:f 00 a.m.




