New Ja|l cells filling up -
county eyes alternatlves

By Pat Murphy -
st wrier . ‘But judges have been
Less than two years after o a lot tougher.

penin
an $18 milllon jall addition, Oakland
County Is again approaching. the .
pect of overcrowding. .

Having felt the sting or previous
.fodéral colrt action to eliminate
ovegcrowding, jail and county affl-
clals insist the answer is nnovation
— ot addlng expensive new jnll
celld.

The pmlpect of jail avermwdlng
was ralsed last week at a meeting of
the Consent Judgment Jall Advisory.
Group, the committee formed as
part of the response to a federal
court order,

The group — composed of the pro-
secutor, the sherlff and representa-
tives of the board of

Offenders who
otherwise would be
released on probation.
are now getting time in
the counly slammer.’
— Billy J. Nofin
County undersherifl

County or other communitles short
of jail space.

1t’s not that Oakland ix in the grlpa
of any crime wave, sald Undersher-
iff Billy J. Nolln. The county doesn’t
necessarily have more criminals
than its

- the county executive and the couris
= was advised that the jall popula-
tion at times was nearing 1,470, a
figure uncomfortably close to hs
1,525 maximum.

‘That population is not even close ™

* to the figures that prompted officlals

" to bulld the 480-bed addition to the
_Ix;i;nlhn officially .opened In April,

il . - .

BUT THE UNEXPECTEDLY high
jail population ‘“certainly bears
watching,” sald Steven N. Andrews,
chlel judge of the Oakland circuit
court and @ member of the advisory

"But judges have been a lot tough-
¢er,” Nolin said. “Offenders who oth-
erwlse would be released on proba-
tlon are now getting time in the
county slammer.”

RATHER THAN ADD jall cells,
Nichols advised the group over-

crowding could be eased by expand-

Ing -two existing. cost-efficient pro-
grams —~ the boot camp and work-
release, |
‘The boot camp program was initi-
ated on a pilot basis in the fall, with
18 nonvlolent Inmates.’ They were
mostly young probatlon violators
glven the optlon of xolng to boot
clmp or i in the regular

4
IN p of jail

lng wu almost . unthinkable last
year. The fall addition — bullt at a -
cost of nearly $37,000 per bed — was
expected to provide adequate space
into the forseeable future.
At one time, Sheriff John F. Ni-
" chols even talked with county com-

jail.

They lived In tents under milltary
regimen . . .
lights out at 10 p.m., lots of work and
no televislon.

The first class of “Nichols' boots,”

.as they are sometimes nlcknamed,

missioners about making unused graduated in early November. .
.cells available for rent to Wayne “It was an unqualified - success,
N —
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There's no ale tike a Saks sale.
Big Beaver at Coofidge, Troy ¢ faidane Town Conter, Dearborn

£ald county commissioner Donald W.
Jensen, R-Blrmingham, a member
of the advlsory group. “Only three
dropped out.”

Bul -the program's- success ean
also be measured In qualitative
terms, said Nolin. “The pdople who
did go through the boot camp came
out with a sense of pride. - .

“At graduation, one father said

that was the only time he had ever -

heard his son say ‘Yes, sir’ or *No,
sir'”

Only time will tell, Nolin acknowl-
edged. But he and others are opti-
mistic graduating inmates devel.

oped enough pride to stay out of

trouble — and out of fail.

BUT EXPANDING the boot camp
program will take more resources
than the pilot project, said county
commlssioner Richard D. Kuhn Jr.,
R-Drayton Plains, chatrman of the
adyisary group. “For one thing, tents
aren’t sultable In winter. We'll need
a building rather than tents.”

The group passed two resolutions

.calllng for revlew and posslble ex-

panslon of the boot camp and the ex-
isting work-release program.

The work-release program is a
real winner, Kuhn sald. *No govern-
ment program breaks even, but

work-release comes close to paylig .

for Itselt.”

Under the work-release program,
about 120 inmates, Including women,
are given their freedom during
working hours after which they must
report back to a speclal section of
the fall.
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By Tim Richard
slaff writer

The State Board of Education
will promote “schocls of choice™
between public school districts as
well as within them.

The cight-member board said it
will ‘ask the

The plan was ploneered In New
York City's District 4, Spanish Har-
lem, where admlinistrator Sy
Fllegel credits it wilh ralsing fun-
for high student performance dra-
matically. Some schools even de-
veloped specialties such as science
and the performing arts.

to provide incentive iunﬂs for ptlot
programs. The board ltself vowed
last weck to glve technica) assist-

cholce programs.
week’s vote was

ance lo districts wishing to develop

adopted it
beginaing In 1987, made it manda-
tory in 1989 for districts with mora
than 1,000 students, and imple-
mented it statewlde last fall. .
IN MICHIGAN, the idea Is pro-
Alfnirs

. i

although lame-duck Democrat Rol-
lic Hopgood of Taylor clearly had
reservations. “The ' L

- with the

moted * by

Corp. (MAC), a research and educa-
tlon think tank which shares staff
Coun-

should make equity happen bclore
it makes choice happen,” said Hop-

good.
Noting that some of the state’s

as $2,500 per pupll while others
spend $8,000-plus, Hopgood fears
students wiil abandon- poor dls-
tricts and fMock to rich ones,

making any strides on equity,” said
Barbara Roberts Mason, a Lansing
Democrat. “At the same time, I see
students’ who could beneflt from
choice.”

UNDER “SCHOOLS of choice,”
parents may chosse (o enroll their
children in any school.

The ldea is favored by business-
people, In particular, as a method
of breaking the monopoly of the
nelghborhdod public school and
forcing schools to compete in lhe
marketplace for students.

560 schoal districts spend as little .

“I don't see them ({legislators) .

cil of Governments.

“We are happy to hear that step
being taken,” sald John Amberger,
executlve director of SEMCOG and
president of MAC. “We've nat ad-
vocated lnterdistrict or ‘inter-
county or any partlcular plan, But
It's absolutely moving In the right
direction.”

In August, national AFT presl-
dent . Albert - Shanker endorsed
“choice”. in an East Lansing ap-
pearance.

The state House of Representa-

. tives in February rejected, 61-36, a

voluntary intra-district schools of
cholce plan.. Polltically, at this
point, the prospect of an inter-dis-
trict cholee bill - appear even
dimmer. And with state

‘Schools of choice’
State offers funds for pilot programs

eration of Teachers staff member,
lost an amendment that would put
funding equity ahead of schools of
chojce.

"Rollle you are the father of this
goal. I applaud your passion,” said
Barbara Dumouchelle, a Repubil-
can from Grosse Jle. “But this
(cholce) may be the opportunity for
students to seek the equity that pol-

"itlcs have denied them, They would

be votlng with thelr feet,” she said.

Hopgood had another fear: “Are
schoals of choice going to be ways
Lo recruit good football teams?”' .

“They could,” said Donald L.
Bemlis, superintendent of public In-
structlon.

The board's resolution sald state-
Tunded pllot programs are needed
to work out problems of program
planning, the role of pareats, pupll
transportation, minority balance,
counseling, bullding declslon-mak-
ing, and co-curricular activitles, in-
cluding athletics.

“CHOICE" WAS just one of the
goals set by the State Board, which
adopted its first set of “common
goals” In 1971. Among others;

® Fundlng equity for students
and more equitable tax loads be-
tween districts.

® A 50 percest high schoo) grad-
uatlon rate by the year 2000, in-
cluding mandatory school atten-
dance to age 8.

* C

falling, the prospects of .findlng
money [for plln! programs |s
dimmer yet.

HOPGOOD, AN American Fed-

p e re-
form of math and’ selence educa-
tlon.

® Strengthening of teacher and.
adminlstrator preparation.

Register For
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* Misses and Petite sizes.
* Designer and Better.Coat Collections.
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There's no sale like a-Saks sale.
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SFA’ s Designer Coat Sale,
- 40% Off

Original* Puce;

* Saks presents an entire. collection of the most sought-after designer and better coat

¢ Select from designs by Perry Ellis, Anne Klein, Searle, Perry Ellis Portfolio, Anne Klein It and Drizzle.
* All in cashmere and wool blends, soft merino wools and camel
* Select from short swing styles, balmacaans, classic reefer and trench sithouettes.

hairs.

Register For
$500 Shopping Spree
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IIu; Beaver ot Coofufye, Teon. Weekdns from 10 wm 1o 3 pm;: Saturday 6 6 pm; Sunday, 12 to 5: mpm'
Faitlane Town Conter. Dearborn, Weekdays from 80 .0m fo @ pm; Saturday "0l 7 pmy Sunday, 12 to 6 pm.*




