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'l'hcltmule continues for the 10th
gnden e Clarenceville School
Distriet.
© On thelr state-mandated reading

. fest this year, 10lh graders across

. the state were asked questions about

bacterial cells and the function of
plasm,

&yto) .
7 1t’s the state’s new way to check

on how well students read technical
material, And for the second year,
Michigan's students are struggling to
B Fnuur this higher level of reading.

Last year, the 10th graders in
Chreneevllh who took the new test
for the first tima scored a dismal
29.2 percent. This year, they scored
weu lower — 27.7 percent. -

“Our teachers have been woxldnx
on teaching this informational type
©of material and they had hoped to
see some Impact,” said Pat Vickery,
‘administrative assistant for' lnstrue-
tion for Clarenceville which includes
‘Livonia, Redford and Farmington

jills. .
: “But maybe.it’s too soon to see
this impact.” -

© ON AN average, 10th graders In

‘The problem is that too many factors
may influence the test. Are they turned
off? Do they sit there and play tic-tac-
toe? Are they bored? Do they take the

test seriously enough?’

— Pat Vickery
instruction chief

Oazkland County scored 45.1 percent

on the reading test, in Macomb

County 38.3 percent; and In lene

 County $3.7 percent.

Tenth graders in Liveala Public
Schools scored 43.5 percent on the
test, Redford Unlon 30 4, and South
Redford $5.0.

There are two parts to the state's
reading test. .In the section where
students read a story.and then an-
swer questions, they do well,

The students’ stumbling block: is -

the -Informational reading section,
which challenges the students In a
new manner.

For example, there are 34 ques-
tlons coverl.ng the seven-page read-
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g 10. Second-class - ;
leae Pl‘d a Blrmlnaham Muaaos- Test results-are “valuable” for
cn 50!“1 d'm ring student per
N N"W 305 €. Mn , Blrml educators should evnlulu.' how p-nd-

vates perform throughout college
and Into adulthood, sald Farming.
ton's top school administrator.

Superintendent- Michael Flanagan -

wants to know what happens to the
80, nt of Farmington students

* who are college-bound, and also the
* other 10 percent who either attend a

vocational school or none at all.

" “We focus in on the good news,” he
sald. “What would be equally Inter-
esting to me, is what percentage of

- those kids graduate from college?

“Frankly, we share in the respon-
zgﬂll(y of that, This s a compllcated

Flanagan said he is also concerned
about the percentoge of students
who score inadequately on skill tests

* given in the distriet which he said “is
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Straight teeth talk...

WHY EXTRACTIONS? .
Extractions of perma-  mending it, Indeod, extractions
nont toath bacome necessarylo  have boen proven to be a salo
whera the combined slza of all the  in about thinty percent of ortha-
tooth is greater than the size of dontic patients.
their bone suppoet. Ci The only
noed space inthe extractions are: 0 expand tho
dental arch In order to be te ﬂamﬂllchlnlnlmdﬂ:um
, end 2 foronce or, tooth
the space. Most commonly, the luﬂhorbuku\dmelmm
four first bicuspiis ars . further . This s possibie to -
one on each sida of sach arch. nlmnmm&:«
then repcsition the situations, although a
weth ko the correct bite and hom?iullppcmamw
aSignment over the wo
e e
noprocedurs in st ia best trained to
d-rlﬂtymmhrmd which cases wil or witl not require

. resistance than
mummmwm coraction,
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Ing ‘The Cell: The Basic Unlt of
L!(e * The reading Includes dla-
grams on, nerve, animal, plant and
bacterlal cells. Tople - questions
range from cell theory to ribosomes.

“The 10th graders can read,”
Vickery sald. “The problem is that
oo many factors may Influence the
test. Are they turned off? Do they sit
there and play te-tac-toe? Are they
bared? Do they take the test serfous-
1y enough? .

“Motivation is the most lmportanl
factor In reading. Our school coun-
selors are concerned about the moti-
vation of our 10th graders to take
this test.”

NEXT YEAR, students s!alewldc

not acccptable to any of us.” Flana-
gan sald the Farmington school dls-
trict will focus on more individual-
ized learning to enhance cach stu-

-dent’s future.

“We're golng to slart to focus
more ont indlvidual . . . plans in this
, district,” he said.

. The school chlef’s comments came
during a discussion of the district’s
skill testing program, and a presen-
tation of the Michigan Education As-
sessment Program, or -MEAP,

Continued lrom Page 1

Carla's mother does the bulk of
the baby sitting.

A 1979 graduate of Redford Thurs-
ton High school, "Carla suspected
long before her doctors' diagnosls,

that Joey "had serious problems. -

They regarded her as a neurotle
mother who happens to be a nurse,
she said.

Mary Urbats of Livenla, a mana-
ger with Acrobic Connection, is the
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"AC ville students struggle to pass Istate test

math test students now tace on the
revamped reading tes

The math test clso is now belng
changed to emphasize a higher-level
of math skills. Thls includes inter-
preting. information contained on
graphs and charts,

“A commlttee is now working on

how to change the math curriculum ~

to meet the demands of the new
test,” Vickery said, “Next year

might be a bad year for math also.

We expect to see a drop.

“The students are used to Jooking
for a basic answer Instead of apply-
ing problem-solving skills. It's not
that they can't do it, they just ha-
ven't been asked to do |t before.”

Clarenceville students ralsed thelr
scares in two arens. The scores for
seventh graders taking thc math test
jumped 17 points, from last year's
70.3 percent to this year's 87.7 per-
cent, N

On last year's sclence test, the
fifth graders scored 74.8 percent.
This year, they scored 77.7 percent.

Scores dropped on the other seven
tests taken, The biggest drops oc-
curred on the fourth grade reading
test (10 points) and the eighth grade
sclence test (23 points).

scores, o state-mandated testing pro-
gram (o the Farmingten school
board. Also discussed were results of
the fowa Test of Basic Skills; district
figures on collcge-enlmnce testing
were glven 'lo the school board in
writing.

THE MEAP 'I'ESI’S showed slight
changes from the previous year fn
student skills, with increases in elght
test areas and decreases in four. Stu-

dents in grades four, seven and 10,

are glvcn math and reading u:ls;-

condult (or the fund- ralscr which she
hopes will make Carla's life a little
bit easier, The two women met last
Aprtl on a golf course.

- WITH THE help of Peter Niclsen,

a former Mr. International Universe,
his partner Russell Pauling, as well
as a 20-member stalf, Urbats is con-
Ildent area resldents will open their
hearts to a Jittle boy in great need.
An Aerobic-A-Thon wlll be held
Saturday, Jan. 12, from ¢ a.m. to 12

Source: Siate Boord of Education

Tracking students’ MEAP scores

The Michigan Education Assessment Program (MEAF) is
administered each October throughout the state's public
school system, Here's how students in the Clarenceville
School District fared this year,

‘Clarancevl

Mary Gradn 4 Grage 7 __Grade 10
1990 84 87.7 85.1
1989 94:5 . 703 86.9°

SCIENCE _ Grmao5 . GmdonB _Grade 11
1990 777 = 368 - 395
1988 74.8 59.8 456

READING _ Gmdo4 . Grade 7__-Gindo 10°
1990 '41.7 32.2 27.7
1989 48.6 40.8° 29.2

l1e schools

those in grades ﬂve elght and 11 are
given the sclence segment.

In the lowa skill tests, student
skills showed an increase over the
past several years.

Beglnning this -year, the district
wlll replace the lowa test with a
Comprehenslve Test of ‘Basie Skills
Battery, which adds new testing

areas of Word Analysls in grade |

three and Comprehension, Language
Mechanlcs, Language -Expression
and Math Cunccpu and Applications

“pm. at the health spa located at

23317 Orchard Lake Road in Farm-
ington Hills, Sponsor pledge sheets.
are available by calllng 478-8677.
You need not particlpate In the acro-
blc sesslon to contribute money.
Carla’s day never ends. Every two
hours she turns Joey to prevent bed
sores. During thls same time inter-
val she feeds Joey stralned baby
food and gives him something (o
drink In order to maintaln his body

_welght.

RANOY BORST/Otsorvera Eccontic

,Schools should track how grads do — Ch|ef

In grades three nnd five. The CTBSB
will also be glven in grade elght for
Vocabulary and Comprehension and
in grade nin¢ for Computation and
Concepts and Appllcations.

The Cognltive Abllltles Test will
continue for grades three and five,
as will the Dlifcerentlal Apllludc
‘Tests for clghth graders,

Flanagan sald the changes reflect .
the district "treating it (lesting) In a
much more valuable way in lhc fu-
ture.”

'Aeroblc-A Thon helps handlcapped boy

"Joey had to be resuscitated at
blrth," Cnrla satd. “I knew he was ln,
distress,

Joey “didn't ery at birth, and he
doesn’t ery now.-So Carla has to
guess what's wrong when he be-
comes ill.

“I' dor't know when he's having
paln or not," Carla sald, )
Urbats has the hlghcsl praise for
her friend, Carla. “She has a way of
influencing people to have a good

outlook on life.”
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