By Pat Murphy -~
staft writer

- County Execullve Daniel T. Mur-
phy Is the target of a recall because
he did .not favor a public. vote on
bondlng the $500 million solid waste

program, according to the chairman
of the Oakland County .Tarpayers
Association.

The recall will be successful be-
cause of the “arrogance™ of Murphy
and other county officlals, predicts
Domlnick Vincentinl, chalrman of
the assoclation that hopes to recall
the executive, i

A recall petition aimed at Murphy
way aubmitted to the Oakland Coun-
ty Electlon Commission Friday,

Murphy . was not avallable for
commenL.-But a polltical ally was
quick to come Lo the executlve's de-
mue cnlllnx the recall effort “non-

“Dan Murp)ny is one of lhe most
conservative and fiscally responsible
people In the country,” said county
commissioner Roy Rewold, R-Oak.
land Towaship. "“He’s .very
knowledgeable .and careful when it
comes to tax dollars.”

THE ISSUE of flscal responsibili-
ty Is very much at the core of the
.| tecall effort, acknowledges Vincen-
tint,'who clalms Murphy .and others
clreumvented the Intent- of the
.| Headlee Amendment to the Michi-
gan Constltution that requires a vote.
of the people before a tax hike of
that size can be im

Vincentini sald the lssue Is basi-
- | cally the same eone the association
tried to ralse in last fall's clection
when 1L recruited candldates to run
in county commisslon races and ral-
1y voters agalnst incumbents who
did not support a referendum on
funding the soild waste program.

Vlncentini said his group would be

Group iargéts |

recall

successful this ime, “because people
will know that their vote will count,
“In the election, peaple felt thelr
vote didn’t count,” he sajd. But with
a recall — with a single issuc and &
single larget — voters will have a
clear pu and full knowledge
they can make a difference, he sald.
Vincentini said the taxpayers as-
soclatlon has aboul 2,000 members.
The petitlon submitted Friday
states Daniel T. Murphy: "1} Has
abused publlc trust in Oakland Coun-
ty government by Initlating a_$500
millllon ‘trash to energy project’ (the
solid waste program) and commilt-
ting present and future taxpayers to
pay for It with bonds, fees and other
tax increases without voter approy-
al. 2) Led the plan to misappropriate
more than $1 million of taxpayer
provided money to pay an advertls-
Ing agency to try to convince disen-
franchlsed voters that they would

have voted for the $500 mlilion|

‘trash to energy project’ If allowed
by County officlals.”

Proposed 200 days of school

By Tim chhud
alatf writer

Michigan students might be In
school 200 days & year under a pro-
posal by the state superintendent of
public instructlan. .

“Drill and practlce do make a dif-
ference. Drill and practice do make
a difference,” sald Donald L. Bemis,
who heads the state Department of
Education.

For a generallon, the state has re-

quired 180 days of class a year. In
carller years, Bemis 3ald, some dis-
tricts offered 190 days or more. But

the 130-days law had the effect of -

making that the maximum.

BEMIS, IN a year-end Interview,
billed his 200-days proposal as &
method of making Michigan compet-
- itive in an internatlonal economy.

Japanese students bave 243 days
in a school year; South Korean, 220,
Isractl, 215, Scats, 200.

Mlchlgan ranks with Mexico and
Sweden |n requiring only 180 days,’

“It's .the way we have to go,"
agreed Dorothy Beardmore, a Re-
puhllcnn member of the state Board

from “It

The wording wlill be

lha Election Commission at a “clnrl-
y” hearing on Jan. 8.

‘nm commission at that time will

‘also review the wording on another

recall petition almed at county com-
missioner Donald W Jensen, R-Bir-|-
mlnghnrn

THAT PE‘FIT:ON was ‘flled by|
Witllam McMaster, a Blrmingham
public relattons cunsulunl. not the
taxpayers associati

The clarity hcarinx wil! not deter-
mine the validity of the accusations
on the recall petitions, said Probate
Judge Eugene A. Moore, chairman
of the Electlon Commission. “We
will only- address’ the question_ of
whether or not the wording on the
petitlons is clear, so someone would
understand what they are asked to
sign.
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may not be 200 class days; there

may be some stalf development

time,” .

A spokesman for the Michigan
State Chamber ol Commerce, a sup-
Jporter of quallty improvements in
“public schools, said that business
group was not Inclined to support the
idea at this point.

A LONGER school yecar would
cost more money, and Bemls has a
way to finance It,

. Oct. § speccl

‘We've been increasing
K-12 school funding 7
percent a year. We
would allow 4 percent
for inflation. That .
leaves 3 percent. With
3 percent, we could
fund five more days a
year.”

' — Donald L. Bemis

stale superintendent

““We could do it five days at a time
over four years,”

“We've been lucreaslng K-12
school funding 7 percent a year. We
would aliow 4 percent for Inflation.
That leaves 3 percent. With 3 per-
ccnl' we could fund five more days a

ear.”
Under his plan, the state would
provide monetal

Monday, 31,1990 O4E

teatlon,

His 200-days proposal was added
at the last minute and wasn't in the
original speech text. A departmental
news release buried the idea in the
13th paragraph. There has been vir-
tually no public discusslon of it since

then. Neither Democratic  Gov.
James Blanchard nor John Engler,

schools willlng to ex(end the Ienxlh
of the school year.

Bemis® figures make two unspoken
assumptions: Inflatien would be held
to 4 percent, and school employces
would accept pay Inceases limited to
the rate of inflation.

In recenl years, the annual In-

crease in the consumer price index

has been 4 to 6-plus percent. -

BEMIS LAUNCHED hls idea in an
h In Flint on the “state of
education” and at flrst got little at-

his challeng-
er, discussed It

A former superintendeat of Ullea
public schools, Bemis was appointed
1o the state post In Sanuary of 1988
with support from Blanchard.

. In mid-1980 Republicans on the .

State Board of Educatlon (ried ‘to

- give him an unsatisfactory perform-

ance evaluation. But with a 4-4 par-
tisan split, the board was unable to
dump him. Under a ruling by attor-
ney general Frank Kelley, Bemis has
2%z years left on his contract.

Bemis plans to stay around that

(0154

tong. Mnnwmle. Republicans have
plcked upas3 majcrlly on the state

ANOTHER 'MAJOR idez In,

Bemis’ speech was to raise the man.

datory school attendance age from.
16 to 18 and to prohibit those under,
18 from holdlng full-time jobs uotil:
they have reached “essential mlls;

standards.”

‘Beardmore liked that idea, “A kid’

who can drop out at 16 is not em:
ploya ble,” she said.

“The student wouldn't necusarl[y
have to be In class until age 18. Heor
she might engage in “job shadowing,
apprenticeships, .mentor kiods of
things that -give bands-on experi-
ence, & she said.

‘The idea of raising the mandatory

- school attendasce age to 18 was

picked up by Gov. Blanchard In his

1990 “state of the state” message,
but it fell flat in the Legislature.-

Lawmakers saw It as forcing kids to
stay In school wbo might be dlsci-
pline problems and failed to enact it.

OTHER BEMIS proposals, some

of which have been incorporated Into .

the State Board of Education’s new
goals:

@ Reduce school dropouts by 16
percent and achieve a 90 percent
high school grnduauon rate hy the
year 2000. .

. ® Conduct a statewide literacy

assessment as part of the 1990 na-’ -

tional adult literacy survey. .

# In 1991, begin testing all new
teachers to cnsure competency in
basic skills. “In 1992 we will begin

testing thelr subject knowledge as
well.” !
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There’s no coat sale Ilke
“a Saks coat sale.

‘Right now, just in lime for the New Year, Saks Fifth Avenue is offering an outstanding

selection of the most sought-after coat designs at savings 0o good to pass up!

All Designer Coats, 40% Off o.cns r....
Now 289 to *599. Originally* 175 10 *900.

Designs by Perry Ellis, Anne Klein, Searle, Perry Ellis Portfolio, Anne Klein 1 and . .
Christian Dior for Misses and Petites. Designer-and Better Coa(:

All Down and Casual Jackets, 30% to 40% Off

Now'83 o *249. Originally* *149.1p *375.
Soft, warm;, vionderful jackets in an exciting collection of noy etzy prints
and colorful solids. Updated Jackets.

‘Camel Halr Coats, Now 5399,

Originally* $550 to $700. :
Classic good looks in pure camel bair from Feurette, Connoisseur Coats. . Lo
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Cashmere-Blend Coats, 40% Off Crigint Prices
Now *509. Originally* '850.
Fur-Trimmed cashmere blend coats for Missos and Potites,

All Designer Raincoats, 40% to 50% Off
Now %210 to 294, Originally* 3350 to M90.
Designs by Drizzle, 8ill 8lass and Samyo in poh umllmnu\ cotton and nvlon blends,
microfibers and brushed cottons. Find classic trenich and balmacaan styles to the

newest swing looks. Designer Raincoats.
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SHOPPING SPREE .
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There's no sale like a Saks sale.

Somerset Mall, Big Bewer' at Coolidge, Troy. Open weekdmys from 10 am to 9 pm; Saturday 1 6 pmy; Sunday, 12 to 5:30 pm
Fairlane Town Center, Dearborn. Open weekdys from 1) am o 9 pm; Saturday il 7 pm; Sunday, 12 to 6 pm.




