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This four-drawer chertywood chest is part of the Michael
Camp Furniture line, 17th and 18th century furniture repro-
ductions made lacally nnd sold in lme turniture stores na-
tionally. -

Furniture maker Michacl Camp, ‘at the drafting table in his
Plymouth workshop,

workshop.

By Janice Tigor-Kramer
spoclal writer

UST THREE yecars' after
graduation from Dearborn’s
Edsel Ford High School, Mi+
chael Camp bad only $500.

between sales jobs and didn‘t

have a clue where to apply for
work.

“Since he was dn accomplished

wood worker and appreciated an-

tlque  furnishin, he bravely
walked into furniture and accesso-
1y shops in the Farmington and

Birmingham-Bloomficld area car-

rying - Early Amcrican-style

shelves and peg racks made in his
home warkshop.

Hoping_just to inlerest potentia

customers that day, Camp §

shocked to write up five sales be-
fore noon. That night. he began fill-
ing orde

Besides marketing his accesso-
rvies in tocal stores in 1979, Camp

—begardoing-a- profitabt
der business  through
Homes” magazine, .

A.year later, he opeaed a work.
room in Plymouth, Today,. he
builds a full line of 17th and 18th°
century  furnitere . reproductions
sold in fine fyrniture  stores
throughout the country.

“Woodworking
hobby for me.
family callected perind furnishings
and my aunt’s house was filled with
antique furniture. 1 grew up learn-

"Colonial

Furnl!ure finisher Mike Rubuck spvays seuler on Shaker _clock cnblncls Ina spray boalh nl Mlchner Cnmp Fumllum s

~mail-or-—

“ ‘Woodworking is as

- Authentic reproductlons
Furnlture maker metlcu'fouﬁs,lﬂy.

c:.[‘afts a bit of history

individual as a

fingerprint.’
— Michael Camp .
- . lurniture maker

ing o appreciate It.” .

TODA\’ THE Plymouth Tawn»
ship resident ‘employs four full
time cabinet makers and twe fln-
ishers, But he still seleets the de-
signs 1o. reproduce, chooses the
materials and works: slde-by-side
with other furniture makers.

“I'm much more comfortable
working in the shop than I am
doing the marketing.. You always
have a result in the shop, but you're
never quite sure about the market-
ing part of the business,” he sald.

BL‘SIdCS scl]lng Michael Camp

¥ nja, Wisconsin,

Texas, New Hampshire and other 2 ¢ y ’ ) i
s, he personally markets his . N

reproductions in High Paint, N.C., . X

during. the International - Home

Furntshings Show. :

Camp opened the Michaet Camp

Shoppe, 331 N. Main St., In down-

town Plymouth, five years ago.

There, he sells furniture along with

a wide selection of antiques, woven

rugs, fulk art and collectibles.
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Cabinel ‘maker Ken Light, sands dnwor fronts Ior n dcak
made by Michact Camp Furniture.

‘Spicer farmstead: a historic site wortli preserving
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