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| Growing up in Detroit

Ma

ReSIdent tells ‘After the Crash experlences on na’nonal TV

*l have always thought of my
mother as a heroine for the way sho
coped with those times. When -he
.-{Neudel) ‘used the word heroine, he
rang my bell. I started talking like a
gushing il well. Those days were
suddenly all so vivid.”

By Lnulno Mcclllh s

statf writor -
. mcmm NICOLL, " best’
. known :in the area as the
v~ = -driving.- force -behind’
. Farmington and Michigan
chapters of Older Women's League,
will be seen on a natlonal television ~__ Neudel began the interview bY
show telling abott her life growing ‘;‘-V'"g- It Is 1931, You are 11 years

upin Detroit durjng the d i d living oni the east side of De- - |8
CP_._m_D" _.—-LQ-L"‘""i’"_mm Tell u8 what'it was like."

*-Nicoll responded by <:|ylng 1w was
culd .md I'was hungry

L “After the Crash" a segment of
The American Experfence, ‘will be
shown at’9 p.n, Mundny, Jan. 7 on

Channel 56. NICOLL WAS ‘enc of* cight chil-
dren. Her mother was a homemaker -
. “Theré is a hlgh concentration on  -and her father was a boiler operator

Detrolt ‘in the show because of lts
high rate of .unemployment then —
one of the hlghcsl. if not. the- highest
in the country,” Nicoll sald. “There
were 300,000 unemployed I the city
+ | alone. Another reason Detroit is im-
. portant .on the show is because the
city was one of the first to go ban-
keupt, and one of thie first to experi-  kitcher — the anxiety my" mother,
ence the p pnyless paydays.” suffered in wondering where the
] next me.nl was going 10 came from
. One of the significant things abott  — o how terrified she was of be-
the show far Nicoll is that she Is one cotning pregnant ngaln,"shg sald,
of only two women interviewed for
the documcnhry _The ‘other Is the
woman who worked as Herbert Hoo-
ver's secretary.white he as- presi-
dent. -’ - ' t . :

employed by the Cuy of Detrait be- i
fore he was laid nﬂ .

" "The sons did the buys chores :md
the: daughters did the girls' chotes,
alt in"good role model fashion,* Nn-
coll said. “The sons just weren't '
aware of -what was going on in the

“l-remember my murhcr gmcl-
ousniess whep my father invited a
homeless couple to stay with us, for
an uncertain pcrmd of time,, whcn
there n't enough food [nr our
family ~ which’ was certainly a
u)mmun cnough practice then,

“Up unth the time I ‘was. intef-
viewed the producer — Eric Neudel
— had been talking mostly to men,
about what it was like to be out of
work for so'long a perlod of time.

“I remember a drink she made for'
us out of condensed milk, warm wa.
While he was dolng these interviews . ter and sugar that we were given be- . .
he began to reallze that It was the t{:i]ﬂ nclwv:m 1;: b«.r;l ¥;c vmr'c put to Virginia. Nicoll {f ) pays a nostalgi
women who were the ca] heroil carly with the hope that we
-of lr::e d;;rhiu :u—\ the. ovwhs P co uuunptaur smm_meels !hccuncnl residonts,-
were holding the families together,”
Nicoll said. “No one had told the sto-

g

SHARDH LerIEUXs s(at! photograpner
visit to her childhood humc at’ 3418 Pcnnsy[vann on Detroil's east side and
Diane Sulhvnn and-herson T S T N v

acln shrlcd lO complain, but we

were twice comforted with' that her very” articulate way h1d to do

with ‘selling bread and cinnamon
rolls her lnu(hu hmkod cvery rnurn»
Dy .

“We d:dn( £et to eat the baked
-feods. That was for the customers.
The bread we ate we got from stand-
ing In the bread line in front of the
dillac - Boulevard  Presbyterian
Church

“For some reason that chore fell
ta me and a brother and- it was a
tmiserable chore 1 took our wagon
slown the aliey on the way to the
church because 3 didn't want the"
neighbors ta see us kellmg the hand-
outs 1 hated 1t,” she said

But Il zhv while that.was happen-
ng Nicol) Ing_to the realiza-
tion that uu- W ut of poverty was
via education

She encolted 1 Wayne State Uni-
versity But just short of graduation
she marned Ron Nieoll, & member
‘of 0 aftoed ferces. and traveled
With hin as le was stationed 0 dift
ferent parts of the country during
World War 11 Much tater in life she
wraduated trom Gakland Unisersity.

The couple now make their home
 Farmmgton

Iy have to ‘work harder to.make
things betler for women
w one family being evicted on
ay home from school when 1
a Kid -~ the thather and the chil-
ying and the father trying not
tw'cry. And here we are in 1996 with
a1l these homeless, letting the same
thing happen again,”
NICOLL WA TIGs:n 10 be inter-
ewed oncthe basis of a Jetler she -
WFOTE 10 Fesponse to i news articl
. placed by the Boston-basdd -produc-
ton company Bl sde, Inc, in its
srarch for those who were-living 1n
Detroil during 1931-32

The documentary was 1aped in a
sute in the Omone Hotel, and was
truch different from her experience
© beimng tint d at MetroVision,
.. which were n behalf of
OWIL

“Th was i erew of six when 1
walhed 10 s Toorn with str angers
amd strange vquipment il over-the

They were ready for me and

¢ ull so professional at
asp’ 0 before T was comfort-
able and the whole thing went along
very smoothly d

coll sind. “Homemakers are sull not
Butting rr-_du {for thewr cuntributions
Lamm my-sister's keeper and we real-

served with it.
I think much of that. is the b.\m
for all of my work with OWI,,"

ry of the mother’s struggle to feed 2 drink; once with the warmth of the-
‘drink and again- with the love ‘she

tamily of 10.

The Second Ebenezer Baptist
Church was known as Cadil-
lac Boulevard Presbyterian
Church in.the 1930's. It was
the n_cighborhnod spot for
the residents _to_form_ long
brondlmes.
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_ Fantasia -
State designers dazzle guests

Aaft-flung assocnatlon beneflt ’

A blck clad manncquin with . -
Jewelry  creations pmncd every. . .
wherer opened “Fantasta” ‘a Leah Special.occasion gowns were shown -
Marks production of made in’ Michi- . L.
- gan [ashions for the American Lung long and short with touches of lace,
A&\ocl:llln of Eastern. Michigan, - ‘
(ALASEM). ke velvet, feathers, furs, beads, and
Mylar balloons, others in lright ; :
prlmyary colors and fols of glintering  *~ S€QUINS in abundance. R
gold and silver set (he scene for . ) o
dmcmn models In avant garde de- .
signs at {he Hyatt Regeney Hotel N
Tt was the second f4shion event for - Jamis Caph, Canteen Girls, Ine. gbstract patterns, capes, and a uvl
+ the lung association which spansors . Chrstine Johnson Rnitwear, Kathe- leetion of long-hateed furs.
35 free services for peapfe stricken  rine Deterson. Barbara Rubright,

Jewelry originals by Matthew ¢

with life threatcning. lung discases  Marcella and Tomo presénted their Hoffman and resort wear, cockials
such as tuberculosis, asthma,” bron- original ercations. cluthes aml nore by Begadim of
chilis, and emphyse: “F a show to take your  We lthm[uldv.('rmn(l\h-lm!

The Lung Association hax sent’  br included teather, knits,
Christmas scals to area homes for 83 ‘cords, and’ fur for men. Kogins of SPECIAL OCCASION

Southfield Teatured long and short |
coats, as. well as the holiday suit.to
wear for specjat occasions. A [eader
inoffering imports amd quality mens
wear, Kosins prides itself on dress-

Wi

shown long and shorl with touches of
- velvet,. fuathers, fur: X
nd sequins in abundance
and hot pink cocktaid dres
paved with sequins, vvery meh, by

years In an cffort 1o fund its many
services and Involye the community .
in lhe znmdc against lung ailments.
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JERHY JOLYNSRY staft photographee

PRECEDING DINNER and show,

about 50 vendors offered wares to
~ patrons who fook advantage of the
opporiunity for 'some holiday shop-
ping. Mlchlgan designers lncludlng

ing wany sports personalities in the
area. -

Furs by Holwris of Birmingham

eame in ninny l('nglns many color®,

. designer James Cape
The audience of aboul 300
planded the trahtional bride in g

© and veil hat climaxed “Fantasia,

Cuvmmq'un for wmlvv ;mn|s v fabric and
leather styles. umisex of arse, focused on the
practical aspecis of fashion. Michigan design-

ap

Do 3

ers showed a range from resort wear to eve-
ning wear dazzie in the show. - :




