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Wrath charts a path to success

By Jill Kamliton

spocial wrllor

Chrls Mison of Redford, the vojce
and guitar behind the band Wrath of
Christlan, is determined that his
band ig not going to fall in the usual
local band rut. |

"We didn't sct out to have a band
Just to have a good time playing
around town — this band canget
signed,"” Mison said.

So, the guys In Wrath of Christian,
— Mison, his brother Matt Mison-of
Southicld on keyboard and pro-
gramming and Joe Progar of Sauth-
lield on drums — have decided that
they are going to do things a little
ditferently. This involves meticu-

-lously plotting "each step of the

band’s carcer and breaking a fow
rules in the process.

CONSIDER THE band's just-re-
leased four-song demo cassette. in.
stead of spending a lot of money and
Riving up creative controt by record.
ing in a studio, the bard decided to
record tae tape in the Mison bdase.
ment.

This might tean disaster in the
hands of another band, but, luckity,
Mison happens to be an experienced
sound technician. He oceastonally:
moanlights at the sound board of the
Majestic Theater in Detroit.

Anyway, what the band eventually
came up with is an amazingly pro-
fessional-sounding tape. The four
songs ~ with names like “Plucka-
vage” and “Precious Marigold® —
are of a Euro-electronie variety and
sound just as good as.any you could

hear on your local cutting edge radio -

station. Bul perhaps the most sur-
prising thing about the tape w vas that

Chns Mison, his brother Matt Mison and Joec Progar, beller known as Wrath of Christian,
arc meticulously plotting each slep of the band's career.

it was recorided live,

THE FINE sound guality is due to
the time and eare they spent before
ree rding the tape, Chris Mison said
what alw; t

me — sound quality,”
can't imagine ever letting somebody
take my material and not being able
to follow up on what I do.*

Brother Matt explained the broth-
ers' working process, “I'm like the
producer and he's {Chris) the engs-
neer. s kind of like an assembly
Line. T write the mu:

work on it together,

“This band bas been a year in the
hasemnent before coting ‘out. Before
we, Ieft 7 the basernent, we sad,
“We've got to hive a final project

Beeawse Ihe band ‘recorded in the
basemenl. it saved a lot of money on

he tapes and is ing along (he
te its fans by selling the
tapes at cost
Basically,
and a few Lims
start wondering,

even 1f you've head o
ut $4 (4 tapé) you
Tisan sind

T w - and he writes THI BANINbas no plans to make
ocals and the vocal melodies.  agibum
TS hus 2 cents in, then we S "I we wanted Domake an album,

we could have, but. 1f no one knows

who you are, why go sut and record
an album? You have no market,”
Chris Mison sud. “The whole wea )s
to get people Lo hear you.

“My theory is the people who buy
records and the people who see
shows are not the same. You may
have the best bund in Detroit and
play every weekend, but not every-
one s goIng 1o know who you are.”

INSTEAD, OF hutung the club cir-
cutt &fter ereating Dive of six origi-
nal songs. ke muny other local

Please turn to Page 4

What a bash!

the beat
tockin'nygoltin’ New Year's Eve, thanks ta famed rocker
Ted Nugeny_The Motor City Madman was in his prime at

The fans were into

—~—i

and Cobo Arcna -was

his annual Whiplash Bash, with screaming guilar licks and
heady lyrics. Nugent (center) shared the slage _with

Damned Yankeos members Tommy Shaw (iefl) an,
Blades and local group Heaven's Wish, which hag!

ack
ayed

its way lo b_mn.g the apening act at the Bash.

IN CONCERT

® INDEPENDENT LABEL

Independent Labet wlll perform Mon-
day, Jan. 7, a\ the Blind Plg, 208 S. First,
Anp Arbor. For Information, call 995-
8555, .

® DIFFERENCE

The Dilference will perform Tuesday,
Jan. 8, at Hick's Cafe, 621 Church, Ann
Arber. Far information, call 996-2747.

® STATE EMERGENCY

Ska bands State Emergency and Etch.
a-Sketch wil) perform Tuesday, Jan. 8. a1
the Hiind Pig, 208 S First, Ann Arbor.
For {nfortalion, call 996-8555.

® POETRY SLAM

Poctry Slam will perform Tuesday,
Jan B, 3t Club Heidelberg, 215 N. Main,
Ann Arbor For informauwn, call 594
3462

® BOP (HARVEY)
ihxp tharvey) will perform Wednesday,
Jun 9. atthe Neetatine Ballroom, 510 E
Liberty. Ann Arbar. Tickets are 35 in ad-
vance For information, calt 99-MUSIC

 ATTIC

Atue will perfarm Wednesday. Jan 9.
at Rick's Cafe, 613 Church, Ann Arbor.
Fuz wformation, call 996-27

® MOCKING BIRD

Mocking Bird will perform Wednesday,
Jan b, at the Token Lounge. 26949 Joy
Hoad, Westland For informatson, call
5220248
@ GOON SKWAD

Gron Skwad will perform Wednesday,
Jan 9. at the Bhind Pig, 208 5 First. Acn
Arbar Fot information. call 996-85%5

@ PASSION NOUVEAY

Passion Nouveau will perform with
Park the Karma. Thursday. Jan
10 3.0 Club. 3815 N Min, north of 12
Mite Road. Royal Gak For information
call 3883344

® ASSEMBLY REQUIRED

Assembly Required will pertorm
Thursduy. Jub~ #60 at Rick's Cafe, 611
Chureh. Ann Artor Fot information, catl
952047

“leidelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor, For

® FAANK ALLISON/VOODOO CHILI  © .

Frank Allison and the Odd Sox witl per- |
form 6-9 p.am. Thursday, Jan. 10, at the
Blind Pig. 208 5. First, Ann Arbos, For
Information, call ¥96.8555.

® PAIMAL SHELLS
Primal Shells will perform with guests,
Wishing Fleld, Thursday, Jan. 10, at Club ©

Information. call $94-3562. .

® HEART BEATS =

Heart Beats will perform Friday and
Saturday, Jan 11-12, al Jumeson's, 1812
N. Main, Royal Oak. For infermation,
call 547-6470 |

® BIG SHOULDERS
Big Shoulders will perform Friday,
Jan 11, sl Ricks Cafe. 611 Church, Ano

“Arbor For informatien, calt 9962747

® JEANNE AND THE DREAMS

Jeinae and the Dreams will perform. -
Friday. Jan 11, at the Blind Pig, 208 S
First. Ann Arbor For information, call
946-8555

® GENERALS

Generals will performn Fraday, Jan 11
at Paycheck's Lounge, 2932 Camff. off
Jia Campau. Harntramek }ur nformna
tion, call B74-0254
® HOPE ORCHESTRA

Hope Orchestra will perform with
guests, Happy As Clams, Friday, Jan 11
at Hamtramck Pub. 2048 Caniff, otf 1.7!
For.information. call 365-3229

® GOOBER & THE PEAS

‘Goober & the Peas will perform ‘with
guests, Dushanes. Friday, Jan 13, at Clot
Heidelberg, 215 N Main, Ann Arbor For
information, call 954-3562

& PARK THE KARMA

Park the Karma will perform with ln;
City Chicken Friday, Jao 11, at Lilrs 21
2630 Jacub. Hamtramek For informa
tion, call 6555

# SHOUTING CLUB

wuting Club and the Freemasons wilh
rform Saturday, Jan 12, Jan 13, al the
Hamteamek Pub, 2048 Canift, off [.75
Fur information. call 165-3829,

Shouting

outing ONub wll
Jan. 12, at thy Hfmtramck Pub.

Lfoc'AL

join the Freemasons on s(ago Salurdny,
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Here are the 1op 10 s
Muwe See which i
Suniays repeated SJI’(»’H.‘ pn.
daysion WDOTR-EM

New Day Now !
Harteig in
Lacai Knives
Ask M Anither Day,
. " Blue

Inside Out

Kevnraz

v craper.” Hlue Angely
The Pasvon ” Walkla' Stk
e Raleaad Bl Ands Mreckman
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Here are the top 10 LPs recewing
play o0 The ¢ Bdge) which 1
un CIMX

Jape's Addies

1 Ritual dp lo Habitead
e

Brick, a\ lmrL
X

3 Igxs Pop
1
5 Mixed l . e Cure
5

Heurt-Shaped Wurld “ Chrds Taaak
Raght Here, Bight Now " Jesus Jones
H “Ghust o a Dog,” Edie Birickel? & New
Bohemiaas
¢ Cake” Trash Cab Sluatray
10 Bona Drag.” Morrissey

CHILDHOOD
— Missionary
Stew

A pop band doe
Ko of it t Thanks to m,
predecessors (Asr Supply, fur exam-

Ple), many are quick to write the lot -

of thems off as facile, banal and total
lacking in overall imagination.

Some choose the pop roule, nut out

of affinity but nccessity due tv a lack
of talent Also, there are all those

limitations — albeit many self-im-
posed - Lhat sta pap song should
be short, s and.not disturb 1he

thought proc

Then cones Missionary Stew

This five-man outfit works within
the constraints of the pop genre, pro-
fessing a vision and fulfilling it with-
out compromising in the least bit
That took some doing

First ofl, Dion Roddy’s voice is an
unflawed. unrelenting How of choral
cxpertise - the perfect vehicle for a
pop band that could be light va sub-
slance. Then there are the air-driven
keyboards that woul! seem at home

. inan Archies’ song.-

Gosh, how do they.do it?

Waterworld

]
!
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i
i

i ‘]I Dl L)l)D

to-diy living The Iyrees 1 the bare-

guitar  offertng - ot
refleet. this “The
waterworld 1 oy mans lund
where reason has no place (o stand
where love and hate go hand where
[obey yonr every commiindg

OF cosrse, nu set of soups s com
plete without a utopran vision The
dissonant acouste fuimber Peace
Tahe a Praver” s rather sthaght
forward in this regard

“Lwant the eloudsto hlow away 1
want the sun to s ingmy-my 1
want my peace he & rver. D want to
pive this Ile of mane: give 1t atl o
you :

The it lne an Massdon
Stew’s suecesiul debit s niostly
due-te talent, sometlig that cven
PO's hantations can't suppress

o larriCons

LIVE AT LEGS -
— John D. Lamb

With atl ns ¢ IR naiTitives
andd \urmw mustenrshlp dehe 1
Lamb's* Lave at Legs B an under

tone of desperatian An urgeney that
tote than pushies this nince-sony of-
hmu' averthe top
Latmb soupds Tk snaweane whe

st dowdl, pandersd s plice 1n bife
OF, rather. ax b enteriainer angd
came out with all musteal ey linders
firing wath a go-for-broke effort ot
hing all has strengths as o Lve pets
former and 4 sonpwrites

The setfing 15 Legs Inn, g seenud
lnde Lhefrunt enclave judng by
the panting on the cover which de
PIets 2 place Wit teepies standing
aext o the prekup teack, maoteriy cle
and antemetiles 1o s parkng lot

Lamb's perpetual tour of * the
smalltown club virewt comes deross
Wath the antrodic tory puitar Lines of
Fire Me " 0 any name 18 John D
Lamb Uve been fired fram more
bars that anyone [ hnow 7

Lamb's sengwritingis sarked by
wtrespection ind self-realization. of
ten preferning the direetness of fpst.

_persot references oppasen to weipp-

pretentious shatand-beer aet who
dont-@ive o heat wbout the surreat
viseenal of the olneure

oo gumbers ke Tones Su-
Burbia Bay o oand C Lover Man”
mb angs ar much about them as
e e it s
Setennmes in the quest for sineerts
aid passton, Lamb

vut af & number,

s that quality af a grease-stinned
ttiotureyele Boot stomp and @ arm
with partially covered by a Testurt

with @ pack of Matdboros rafled up n
the sleeve thrusted 1n the s

When not-unveriing Ins apparent
sengwiiting talents, lamb.or more
precisely. s bapd mastes showease
somme eserllenl musicranship an the
mstrumental CAtlantie Ovean ” Sal
vatare DYARmN0S, lead guitar aoars
atwive the crashing waves and the
hlue horizon on Uas number., "

Andy Bollee's heyboirds voze with
(ranquihity. puttsng a shiny Dmsh on

' 4 marketing man's dream’and a

'SINGS THE BLUES

— The Simpsons

Holy, Mk Vaml' Stop the
presses’ .
Fuor people who sull ¢ about

this sort of thing, the Simpsons
thase Tovable ) characters that are

Ll jupgernaut - DO NOT SING
THRIR OWN ALBUM' |
The music industry is hush on the
 say formqr “Tra-

alumn: Dan Cas-

3 ON

teltaneta (n place of Homer Simp-

sony, Julte Kavner (Marge Simpson),
Nancy Cartwright (Bart
Simpsen).Yeardley  Smath  (Lisa
Simpsonm) and Matt Groening (Mag-
£1e Sunpson) do.the actual vocals for
the tone- and tune-deaf cartaon char-
acters

When contacted wia phane, Bart
Sunpson -who had to be pulled

from a power brunch with his media
ury,

would neither .confirm nor
he persastent rumors, but did
v what' of we didn't sing. dude?
Don't have a cow,"1t's only a novelty

. atbum"

. That being said, “Sings the Blues”
$#0't the worst record relcased this

Well, one_thing the lyrics caplure
more than chronicling conquests in
the backseat of a souped-up Chevy:

Many of the nutbers speak of
ebds be It in Jove, childhood or tay-

R~ RIS~V AR AR S it
melaphors. To s eredit, Lamb pully
ths ol without
sutbed. His story-telling narrative
espectally wishes well with the un

sounding self-ab-

Tl T W Epamted iy ics
Hise's bass and - Miteh
drsmnpung ponnds it all home

Myk
Purdy’s

Larmy ('Connor

voar
anyone's top 10 List either despite
sme cameo appearances by such
aotables as Ruster Poindexter {Da-
vid Johansen) DJ Jazzy Joff (of the

Fresh Prince Fame), J(\c “nlﬁh and

- blues legend BB Kin

There's very Tittle blum on
which relies mostly on a
rap beat and rhythm té get its mes-
sage across

There's somc cute stuff here, tnost
nnzalzly the hit single “Do the Barg- ™
man,

Do the Bartman? Thank you, no.
That marketing_megalith_known ag——.

BITCOBANIT won't make  the Simpsons marches on, bul i

marches to the beat of a different
drum.

~ Gierald Frawley




