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Graceful curves accent the modernistic back and  sitver teleph

ted by Brian

z

_Large wooden balls and thick V-shaped legs
~-~"cotfoe tatsle, designed by Brion Jablonskii

are onslly vl:lblo lhrough ihu g!n- lop of this

a lifestyle

in design

By Jitf Haimitton
upedal writer .

. Brlln thluml{ was hlvlng quite a -
He had just moved from Dayton, Ohlo.

AMONG JADLONSKI'S current'waork is|
& Central Processing Unit (CPU} he
designed for National Cash Register
(NCRY) In Dayton, Ohio. The CPU “Is the

- brain part of the computer.” It's usuaily

very functional and, well, very boring,

. back to hia parests’ home in

And he was busy packing for a year's stay
Milap, Italy.'And the packing pro;

!a be achallenge.

Jublonski is ope of 30 students
worldwide who have been awarded
scholarships in industriat dalm tothe
“prestigious Domus'Academy in Milan,
seven days be'll be In Italy.

Oh, and snother thing, Jablonski doun'l
lpelk Italian,

“T’ve never been out of the States, s0it's
kind of exciting,” sald the soft-spoken
Jablonskl,

1Vs an honor to receive such an award,
but it is nothing new to the 24-year-old
Birmingham Groves graduate. He has
recelved an honorable mention ina
contest sponsored by Internatlonal Design
Mngnlne and third place in a contest .
called IDEA, 5] by the Industrial
Design Soclety of Amerl:a For Jablonski,
the IDEA award “was just a national
contest.”

Jublonski entered the Domus
competition as *'a shot in the dark.” He
sent off the required slides of his work,
letters of recommendatlon, transcripts

2nd letter of intent, then promptly put the

contest {n the back of his mind.

A graduate of the Center {or Creative
Studies’ College of Art and Dt:lsn in
Detroit, he was busy pursulng job
opportunitles in Callfornia, New York and
Atlanta. -

- - “TWOMONTIS later I received a
letter (from the Domus Academy),” sald
Jablonskl, “At first 1 was like, ‘Yeat,
right’ “ At tha time, be didn’t really
known all that much about the achool.

““The only things [ knew were from a
ma e that they put out. It's a blg,

* office table magazine,” Jablonski satd.

Soon, Jablonski's own designs may
grace the pages of that magazine. His
deslgns already are stunning, He ls able to
comblne form and function with lnvtnllvc
results. .

~The Domus Acndcmy was lmmdcd In
"1983 as a graduate school and s the only
such school offering programs Jeadlng to
master's degree in idustrial design,
fashion and design management.

Jablonski will be at the academy for 10
months. Now through July, he'll spend ono
month In each of flve design studios and
take core classes covering such areas as
design economics, industrial technalogies

. and design culture and history.
The remainder of his stay will be spcnl
working on a thesis or project that
- an in depth of one

of the profects completed dunng the
deslgnstudios.

g to

For the CPU, Jablonski “wanted to
make somethlng different ~ tike a piece
of sculpture.” What he created was a
steek, curved design that adds a certain
amouat of grace to the normally bland
plece of equlpment.

“I'm happy with it,” he said.

Jablonski said companies are looking to
design their machinery with more

* “emotion.” The success of such designs us

the Ford Taurus showed manufacturers
that customers do lvok for unusual design
in thelr'machinery.

But Jablonskl's real love is designing
furniture. His lurniture has the same sort

. of simplleity and beauty as his more

technical designs. His severa) designs for |
coffee tables are sleck and graceful with
very simple lines. His fold-up table is
artistlc as wel as quite functional.

The artist in Jablonski has been in
evidence since he was a young boy.

+ “l'was always "the artist’ in clemunur}
school,” he said.

While he was a student at Groves, he
filled his schedule with technical classes
like shop and drafting. It was nol until his
senjor year in high school that he decided
to pursue art as a career, ,

“I SUDDENLY decided that I wanted Lo|
g0 to art school, so I had to take an art
class,” Jablonski said. It was his first
since grade school. 1 just knew 1 wanted
tomake things.”

Alter his stint at thie italian school,
Jablonskl plans to bring expertise back Lo
bis hometown.

“Sometime — I don't know when — I
want my own design firm; 1'd like to do

- furniture design,” he sald. "I'd like 1o end

up back in Detroit.
*1 think there's a market here for nicely
designed furniture that doesn’t have-tobe

- sold at an art gallery.”

He has seen very average-looking of ficr
chalrs selllng for $1,500 and “that’s not
uncommon,” tt said with a touch of
disbelict.

Befare his big plans can be realized,
though, he plans to pick up as much
knowledge as he can — possibly by
staying in Europe for a few years after

-graduation.

"1'm not looking to start my own
buslness right away; there's always more
you can learn from other people,” he said

Still, he ultimately does want a business|
of his own. He learned that when he {ound

© ot the paltry fees that beginning

industrial designers carn.

“If I'm going to scrape by like th
may as well scrape by on my own.
sajd.

Light and dark
woods,’

‘ conlrast with L
the glass'top

and shell of “
Jablonski's
dinner table,




