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Checking out the b

What's going on with some area
\t{rilers as the New Year begina:

® Looking over his shoulder, we
sec .that Elmore *“Dutch” Leonard
has completed Page 14 of a not-yel-
Utled thriller, to be published some
me next year, When he takes a
break at his at-home office in Bir-
mingham, he looks forward to later
this month when he'll travel to Flori-
da to work with a film crew from the
British Broadcasting Co. that’s put-
ting together a documentary on De-
troit's best-known crime writer.
. His book for 1991, “Maximum
:Bob," will be brought out In August.
Set mainly in Palm Beach County,
Fla.; the suspense tale, according to
Leonard, focuses on a “a judge who's
:made -encmles.”” Unfortunately for
the judge, Leonard adds, "it looks
ke someone s trylng to kill him.”
- Leonard's “Killshot," published in

1988, has recently been optioned by
20th Century Fox.

® Livenia’s S.K. Wolf, just re-
turned from a hollday visit with
grandchildren In Minnesota, expects
to be off soon for the Soviet Union,
where she'll soak up atmosphere and
conduct rescarch for her thriller-in-
progress, “Blowback.” (Thal's an
csplonage term, by the way. “If you
read the book, you'll know what it
means,” says Wolf.)

Her latest, “MacKinnon's Ma-
chine,” will make its first appear-
ance on bookshelves -In April. A
Book-of-the-Month Club  sclection,
and a Reader’s Digest Condensed
Book, the spy novel centers on a for-

mer military official who Is hired to.

train a strike force to assassinate LI-
bya’s Moammar Kadaly, only to find
that Kadafy ts not the intended tar-
get after all,

® If you're a night-lime, cross-

this yéar. although a

"book
break

Victoria
Diaz

counry skler, and you meet up with a
tall, rangy fcllow-skler wearing an
infense look of concentration and
muttering a bit now and then, it may
be Thomas Sullivan, working - out
some story ideas,

“That'’s when [ talk to the uni-
verse,” says tie author of last year's
“Born Burning," a horror tale,

The Lathrup Village author has
just finished “Drummers on Glass,"
a novel he calls “a deranged love
story." 12.I°, Dutton will bring out the

book [
specific publication date has not .

been set yet.

In the mcantime, he's started
work on a novel about diverce and
contemporary relationships,
“HERS & HIMS" .

Incidentally, you could have
caught a glimpse of Sullivan ia the
film, "Presumed Innocent.” He had
a *walk-on” part as a bartender in a
quick scene with star Harrison Ford.

& William Kienzle, recovering
from recent shoulder surgery,
doesn’t seem to have been stowed or
hindered much by the erdeal. He's
just wrapped up work on another Fa-
ther Koesler mystery, “Chameleon™
(publication date: April).-and s
ready into his next, “Body Count.
Ballantine is planning a major pro-
motional campaign later this ycar
for the paperback release of the for-
mer priest’s  “Masquerade,” pub-

lished In hardcover last year.
**‘Chameleen’ addressed the prob-

‘lems of today's church,” says Kicn-

2te from hls West Bloomfield at.
home office. “Cathalics in the city,
the understaffed churches and
schoals, things like that. And,.yes,
it's definitely set in Detroit.”

@ Bettic Cannon, another West
Bloomficld author-in-residence, 1s
1ooking forward to the publicatlon of
ker second young adult novel, "Begin
the Werld Again.” Her first was “A

Bellsong for Sarah Raine:
lished in 1987 by Scribner's
“Begin the World Again” is set

pub-

- both in a Midwestern farm com-

mune and 3 suburban community of
th¢ "70s, and is scheduled for a
March publication date.

* Prolific romance writer, Ruth*

Ryan Langan, just completed her
27th novel, "Higbland Heart,” the

ookshelf of local aUth_orS,

fourth in a series of historical ro- -
mances  set n sixteenth-century
Scotland. The first in the Harlequin
serles, “Highland Barbarian,” came
out last summer; the second, High-
land Heather,” is scheduled for a
February release. “Highland Fire”
will appear in bookstores this sum- .
mer.

Langan’s “Christmas at Bitter
Creek” set In the American West,
was hrought out by Harlequin during
the holiday season.

fn spare moments, Langan is col-
luborating on a_couple of original
sereenplays.

“1 write six days a week, vight
hours a day,” says the Farmington
Eills novelist.

No doubt

Virtoria [haz 15 a Liroma-

based book reviewer.

“Marty
- Figley

‘gar'dener’s_ book nook

Books about gardening make long-
lasting gifts and arc always a wel-
come addition - to a  gardener’s
bookshelf.

Two from Houghton Miffin (both
$35 hardcover) will be treasured.

The first, written by Jim Wilson
host of the TV show, Victory Garden,
is “Landscaplng with Contalner
Plants.”” ‘As our garden arcas scem
to be -getting smaller, this type. of
gardenlng is becomling increasingly
popular. The gardens ¢an be small or
claborate in just about any place im-
aginable.

Wilson writes, "You must pay
close attention to the condition of the
plants. Everything they need comes
{rom you. . . it's neat, efficient, and

‘for me, the greatest. boon of all is

liberation from weeding.”

With this In-mind, he discusses
how 1o succeed with contalner gar-
dening and gives many suggestions
about containers themselves (even
how to make some), and where to
piace them for optlmum results.

‘The descriptions of the hundreds
of plants that can ‘be used is most

-informative and the reglonal plant

1ist will send you to yaur garden nur-
sery come spring. .

THE SECOND, “Beds and Bor-
ders, Traditional and Originat Gar-
den Designs,” Wendy B. Murphy, is a

lovely coffec-table type book, with.
lavish photographs by Joanne and

Jerry Pavia, walting to be picked up
and cnjoyed for a few minutes or
hours.

Practical infarmation abounds
about planning beds and borders, a
garden style that is again becoming
popular.

All of the photos are of North
American gardens with examples of
formal and informal gardens of eve-
ry description in all parts of the
country,

Sixty herbaceous flowering peren-
nials and bulbs are deseribed. The
author encourages the reader to ex-
plore other:gardens and to not be
afraid to experiment.

Many of you, I am'sure, remember
Isabel Zucker, a respected gardener

and garden writer from this area,

Her original book, “Ilowering
Shrubs,” t published in 1966, has
been revised and updated by Derek
Fell, renamed “Flowering Shrubs
and Trees,” and gublished by Grove
Weidenfeld ($40, hardcover).

The proper location, soil, and the
care of these flowering shrubs has
been thoroughly researched and it
shows. Rejuvenation of overgrown
shrubs, pest problems, siting are in-
cluded. .

The encyclopedic. description. of

al

many shrubs and small trees will
hbelp in decision making. The chart,
which indicates {flowering time,

hloom celor and fruit. is quite.hel
ful. In addition, the pholographs by

Fell add the perfect touch to the
book that is filled with ideas.

“HERBS AND the Earth,” Henry
Beston (319.95, hardeover, David
Godine) Is more than a book about
herbs. It is about nature and Beston's
philosophy of life. . .

Poctic and as inspiring as when it
swas first written in 1935, 9t has been
printed directly from the type and
blocks of the first edition, using the
woodcuts and drawings ot J. H. Ben-
son.

Even if you have never grown or
never wish to grow an herh, this
book will still be enjoyable reading,
one the reader will turn to again and
again. .

The author advises the beginner to

“ fore trying othel

.learn to knaw the herbs he grbws be-
ind gives practi.
a3 history and leg-

cal advice as wel
ends

He writ A garden of herbs is a
garden of things loved for them-
sclves in their wholeness and integri-
1y — somelimes very lovely flowers
‘and adways more than  flowers.”
Treat yourself to this gem.

A DARLING littie book by Eliza-
beth Harbour, “Gardener's Alpha.
bet,” ($7.95, Viking) contains water-
colors of the alphabet in a unique
way and would be a cherished addi-
tion to lovers of gardening and art

Martp Figley 1s o ftirminghan-
based garden writer
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. CUSTOMIZED TRADITIONAL! Op

for en(unaim‘n?. Upgrades of this
includes oak floors, Jenn-Air kitchen, wood burning
fireplace in family room,.spacious mastet suite wilh
fabulous bath, cedar deck and securily system,
$279,500 853-8100 06-B-5302

S i
REFRESHING FLOOR PLAN! Located in a great family
neighborhood and is hilled with-extras is this Cotonial
Presents bay windows, family room with fireplace and
3 doorwalls to deck, huge master suite wilh dressing
area and prvate bath, island kitchen and 2 car garage.
ImmedIate occupancy! $161.900 626-9100 02.

include exiensive use of crown mouldings. hardwood

. lloors, cathedral ceiling in family room wilh brick

tireplace and central air. Rooms include 4 bedrooms,
fibrary and format dining room, $239,900 626-9100

: i) B
EASY. TO LOVE! Tastetully decoraled in neutrals, this
executive Tudor is located n popular Hunt Club
Extras anclude calhedral celing family toom with
beauliful brck treplace, 4 bedrooms  including
spacious master suite with wafk.in closel. central ait
and more! $229.900 626-9100 02-B-5299

PACK YOUR BAGS AND MOVE RIGHT IN' Compfetely
updated Farmington Hills Colonial 1s a great tind
Boasts oak lloors, white kitchen wath. 2 pantnies.
massive family room wilh fireplace and 2 doorwalls to
deck. 4 bedrooms and new carpel. Offers -spactous
master suite wath private bath’ $152.500 626-9100

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT DESIGNED! Charming and
unique descnbes Lhis Contemparary home.-Presents 4
large bedrooms including 1st floor master suite, greal
room with freplace, oversized family room, Uievel
deck  and breaklasl nook. Set back from road
overlooking siream and trees. $129.900 626-9100

*OPEN SUN. 1-4. 30115 Stockion, FH. E. of Orchard
Lake, N. of 9 .Mile. MORE FOR THE MONEY! Well
mainlained brick Ranch boasts updated kitchen with
doorwall to covered patio, 3 bedrooms, roomy fving
room, finished basement with prvate office ath
bedroom and 2'+ car garage. $94.900 626-9100

OPEN SUN. 2.5. 18727 Jeanetle. Sfid. S, of 11 Mile, E
of Evergreen. GREAT FOR ENTERTAINING' Fanlasic
4 bedroom Colonia! is packed with extras. Highlighls
hardwood fioors, expansive loyer, recessed lighting.
tireplace 1n oversized fanly room, ullra modern 1stand
kitchen angd 9 bedrooms. $126,900 G26-9160

g Y

SKILLFULLY RESTORED AND IMPROVED' Located in

great tamily neighborhood of Farmington Hitls, this |

Colonial backs 10 commons. Highighls 4 bedrooms
formal g and bving rooms, spacious family raom
witl fieplace and 2 cr garage  $1:43.900 851-8100
06-8-5038

. L v
1T SPARKLES! Convenienlly localed Farmington Hills
Condo 15 lastetully decoraled m neutrals Highighis 2
hedtooms, 2 baths, expansive great raom with corner
fireptace, spacious kilchen wih 1ots of cabingtry and
eating area, central ar and garage. Sure 10 qo fast'
$119.800 6269100 02-8-5333

C and this home wilt

. stine: Comes complele with 3 bedrooms, roomy hving

rearm, wondertul kifchen wilh breakfast nook, bath and
2 car garage. $70.000 626-9100 02-B-5206

OME OF THE LARGEST UNITS N COMPLEX!
Contemporary upper orasmnttors private entry and
valie throughowt  Fealures spacious hving taom
ctehied nvrrored dinng room, 2 bedrooms and 2 full
baths. Includes nowet CHAHID.IQHI"'C:\VU[‘[ Dul‘CU!ly
and all apphances. $68.900 6269100

BIRMINGHAM/BLOOMFIELD
1520 N. Woodward
(a1 Long Lako}
646-6000
ROCHESYER
14G0 Walton Bivd
N Lwernoss)

651-8850

(&)

FRANKLIN/FARMINGTON
31000 Northwastern Hwy
{21 13 Mile}

626-9100
RELOCATION OFFICE
800-521-4264

IMKEDIATE POSSESSION' Custom Tugor 15 prices to
sell Interior features fegal fueplaco and doorwalh 1o
deck on family room. goutmel Menitot hichea 4
bedrooms. formal gming room  e'egant h.ing room
ang-2'. paths Located i populat Dun Bar Quus!
5161.900 626-9100 02-8-5308

. X
A DREAN COME TRUE' Freshly aecor
accented by an ary conlemporary

i iDfary o
ang aning 100 out 1.
mere Sl on . picturesgue ol
prvacy in tie heart of Ihe ety ' $13;

4 Colonial s
Prosents
Al Leng

SOUTUDE' Tofal prwate rear yard scparates (tus
Congo from il ofhers Highhghts cathedral ceMing
qreat roem, 2 bedrooms, full basement. 2 baths
dimag room and 2 car garage Specialfies mctude
central air and secutty atarm  Contemporary flae’
$116.000 626-9100 02-B-5028

3
VHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN OWN THIS BEAUTIFUL
CONDO Close 1o vverything this conao ofers aputrat
decor throughout  spacious lving toom. hardwood
floor m wichen, | begroom, 1 bath and dning room
Goas myestment! $33.500 851-8100 ¢6-B-4010

WEST BLOOMFIELD
4316 Orchard Lake
() Lone Pine)

851-8100

TROY
2150 Livernars
fat Big Beaverp

669-8900

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 a.m.s7 p.m. SATURDAY 9 a.m.-5 p.m. OPEN SUNDAYS
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