Thursiay, Junuary 10, 1991 O&E

{OI5A

Resignation rumors fly as Murphy recovers

By Pat Murphy
stoff writor

Oakland County Executive Daniel
T. Murphy Is recovering from the
apparent stroke hat led to his hospi-
tallzation Saturday,

But speculation abounds about
who might replace Murphy if bad
health were to persuade the 57 -year-
old executive to resign,

“1 don't have any lndlcauon that
he (Murphy) won't be back,” Deputy
Exccutive Patrick M. Nowak satd
Tuesday. “As a matter of fact, we've
talked about county business during
tnuch of the time he’s been in the
hospital.

“That doesn’'t sound like a man
whe's thinking about , stepping
down,” said Nowak, a-key Murphy
alde since the mid-1970s and onc of
several possible successors.

Murphy was taken to St Joscph
Mercy- Hospital by ambulance from
the Deer Lake Racquel Club in
"Clarkston where he and his wife
Carolyn were attending a dinner for
the hospital.

A physician at the dinner, Dr. Rob-
eri Nestof, called the ambulance
ter taking Murphy’s blood pressure.
Nester had noticed Murphy having
difficulty using his right- hand and
the executive was reportedly slurr-
ing same of his words.

A STATEMENT from Lhe exeeu-
tive's office said Murp) tending
physician, Dr. Lionel G L CXpects
full recovery.

Nowak said ‘the executive’s office
has been dcluku] with calls from
people inquiring about Murphy. “As
far as 1'm concerned, he's stll very
tnuch in charge.” said Nowak.
heard diseussion
Murphy stepping  down,
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Nowak and others are very much
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74, will not seek re election ‘when
fs terin expires in 1992

ik hay previously said he may
tun fur the post Others who have ex-
proeseed interest are former county
prosecutor 1, Brooks Patterson and
state Sew Dang Crace, ReTray.
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teeand premature”
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might prompt Marphy to stay-in off-
1ce is the recall pending against him
from the Oukland County Taxpayers
Asso Jdll""
Commissioner Donn L.
Farmington

Wolf, R-

“That (We recall) is the kind of

ting that would get-Dan' mad,” said
Wall. a pobueal ally of Murphy's
amdd i personal friend. “He's a fight-
vr and T doubl if he would step down
with that pending.”

That recall effort got the green
hght dunng o five-minule hearing
before the Oukland County Election

according 1o- County-

s belleved {o have an advantage be-
cause of his high visibility and strong
name identification with voters.

MURPILY, IIOWEVER, i5 be-
lieved tu favor his assistant. At a
meeting last year Murphy reposted-
ly said Guakland’s next county execu-
tive should not be a politlcian “like
Brooks Pattersun, but an adminis-
trator like Pat Nowak."

Murphy, a Tresident of Sylvan
Lake, was chairthan of the Oakland
Cuiinty Board aof Auditors prior to
beeorning county exceulive in 1974,

aware, “however, of rumors thal  tor asctule Comtgssion Tuesday. (See rulalcd

Murphy, Oakland's only executive “He wonldn't b burting hinsheyad- story ) . c

since Lie position was created ot geanikels all dround - IF Morghy were (o resign, the 27- {f"}
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Murphy won’t challenge

recall language in court

By Pal Murphy
sttt writer

by the 01kl:md County Elvcction
“Once that's past, we

The taxpayers group irked at
County Executive Daniel T, Murphy
will wait about 10 days before begin-
ning to circulate recall petitions, ac-
cording to its chairman, Dominick
Vincentini of Oxford.

But the delay will have nothing to
‘do with the apparent stroke the ex-
ecutive suffered over the weckend,
Vincenting said Tuesday,

expccl to get started.”
Al Tuesday's hearing, the commiis-
sion ruled language on the proposed

recal] petition is sufficiently clear .

that people reading the petition can
be expected 1o understand its intent,
sald Probate Judge Eugene A
Moore, chairman of the comnission.

A similar hearing on a recall peti-
tion against County .Commissioner
Donald W. Jensen, R-Birmingham.

clarity of the lang 3
The hearing began promptly
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es. Vineenlinh, who wiee wait-
ing in the hallway comn!
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