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Sport-utility vehicles: a popular breed

combine the benefits of a
roomy station wagon with
the ruggedness of a truck.

So popular have these roughsand-
tough wagons became that they
account for 32 percent of all new-
vehicle sales, with a full two-thirds
ol SUV buyers opting for four-door
models.

Almost every major
manufacturer, as well as many of
the smaller companies, will have
some form of off-road vehicle in
thelr stands at this year's North
American International Aulo Show.

Most SUVs are equipped with high
.ground clearance and full- or part-
time four-wheel drive. Many are
also toaded with all tlie creature

Wins

ULL-SIZE, mid-size o minl-
size, sport-utility vehicles

comforts normally found in
passenger cars. Air conditioning,
cruisc-control sophisticated stereo
systems and plush seats are as
commonplace as oversized tires and
automatic locking hubs.

TWO NEW additions to the four-
wheel-drive family ate scheduled lo
appear at the 1991 auto show: the
Mazda Navajo and Isuzu Rodeo,

‘The Navaja is built on the Ford
Explerer platform and shares its 4.0-
liter, 155-hp V6 engine. Of historical
note, this is the first vehicle
produced by o domestic
m.mumc(uru for a Jupao:
ndard on Mazda's new
heel anti-lock
-pressurized front and

brakes

rear shocks and “shift-on:the-fly”
four-wheel drive,

Isuzt's Rodeo Jolns the popular
four-door, mid-size SUV market.
Resembling the Nissan Pathfinder
and Toyota 4Runner, the Rodeo Ls
one of the lowest-priced SUVs in its
class. It can be equipped with a four-
or six-cylinder englne.

Qldsmabile is offering its flest-
ever SUV, the four-door Bravada,
intreduced at the 1990 show as a '91
model. The Bravada is the only
Genceral Motors mid-size SUV triplet
(GMC's $15 Jimmy and Chevrolet's
5-10 Blazer being its siblings)
equipped with full-time four-wheel
drive. Tt is powered by a 4.3-liter,
160-hp V6 engine and a four-speed
automatic transmission.

The full-size SUV market

Only 20 of these limited edition Lotus Espirit
Turbo SEs, a replica of the Lotus race car used
on the SCCA Escort World Challenge Series,

will be available for sale at selecl denlershlps
for a cool $125,000.
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continues to thrive, with Chevy's
Blazer and Ford's Bronco leading

.the charge. Massive engines like

GM's 230-hp, 7.4-liter V8, found In its
Suburban line, are the industry’s
largest and are usually powertrains
of cheice.

The Dodge Ramcharger, Jeep
Grand Wagoncer and the luxurious
Range Rover also compete in this
market niche.

Interest in SUVs doesn’t seem to
be waning. Consumers enjoy driving
their Jeep Wranglers and Suzuki
Sidekicks 1o work, the mall and on
vacation. SUVs offer excellent
traction in foul weather, p]nm) of

Mazda's 1991 Navajo has the distinction of being the first vehi-

starage space and a

enhanced feeling for the drwer.

race car replicas will be

sold through select
dealerships, according 1o company
officials. Ten already are spoken for
by enthugiastie customers.

The company decided to producl:
the high-profile replicas to celebrate
its victories in four of the first seven
races in the SCCA Escort World
Challenge Series.

One of the remaining special-issue
models may be making an
appearance at the North-American
International Auto Show

The replicas will incorporate most
of the petformance, handling and
safety modifications found on Esprit
race cars, A complmc roll cage,
racing wheels and tires, racing
suspension and handling

refinements, modified scating with
six-point harnesses, “basics only”
instrumentation, a driver's side
airbag and monochromatic white
exterior make up the package

To visually distinguish the
replicas from an “everyday” Esprit,
special decals featuring the green
and yellow Lotus race car xraphn:s

WENTY LIMITED edition
Lotus Esprit Turbo SE

duced by a i

e p auto
Explmer platform) for a Japanese car mnkei.

bring race car replicas to showrooms

The company decided
_ lo produce the high- .
profile replicas to
celebrate its victories
in four of the first
seven races in the
SCCA Escort World
Challenge Series.

‘will be avatlable Owaers have the
option of applying the decals

INSTREET trim, the, l~ prit
Turbo SE 15 powered b
turbocharged. 16-valv
four-cylinder engine.”

The mid-engine design helps the
Espnt to perform compouu\'

» with sarne of the faste: pe
10 the world. The car’s zero-to-60
tme s 47 seconds. Top speed 15 165
mph The rave car rephica is
reported to be atick faster.

Racing the Esprit was a natural,
sind Hon Foster, president and CEO
of Lotus Cars USA Inc.

y (it is built on a Ford

“Lotus has i rich racing herilage.
perhaps thore so than any other
avtomiotive marque, The Lotus
Esprit Turbo SE 1s the closest thing
to a race car that a customer can
take off a showroom floor.
Marketing the Fsprit on the
racetrack just mide good busines:
sense "

The Escart World Challenge is
SCCA Pro Racing Series modeled
after the European Group A ras
wh.ch pit strietly regulated, high-
perfurmanee Spurts cars aganst
vach other o world-class race
courses - '

Dating bark to Lotus first
triteph at the 1956 LeMans 24
hours. the Hethel, England b.ﬂu
company has accumulated 78 Grand
Prix wins

Its return to racing in the United
States this year.marks the 254
anaiversary of Jun Clark’s driving &
[atus Type 36 to the company’s lone
Tndianiapols S00.victory.

Retatd price for the Esprit Turbo
ke i about $125,00:
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since the 1987 Regal and Lhe fiest
Buicks with a standard V-8 engine
since the 1985 Riviera

Roth the wagon and sedan have
5,000-pound wing capacitios.

“ROADMASTER WAS a great
natne for premium Buicks from
1936 unta] tmodel names were
chanyed for 1959, in fact, Tdon't
know why we [et that name ap the
shelf solong,” Mertz said

“The new Toa
Wagon, ond the 1992 Roadmaster
and Roadmaster Limited sedans.
are perfeet medels t weag that
proud name For these wh prefer
full-frame vehicles with rear-
wheel driv se models perlfectly
deline Buie ussion of providing
contempos s that are

Buick restores vintage

substantial, distimetive, poweeful
and mature - promium At
motarears

Mertz sand the return of
Roxdmaster reflects Buick's
FUSPOnSIVEREsS To the mar
Allother Buicks Kave [ront-wheel
drive, which many customers
prefer Rogdmaster 18 a response
W a sigmbicant group of buyers
who prefer either the nde and
bandling vharactensoes ar the
hgher towang capabsliy of rear
drive, he sand .

FIGHLIGHTS OF techmeal
improverrents (htoughout the

hocup . )
@ The elivtennacidly controlled
Sutemalic tansmissnn,

ntrody s standard,on the 199}
Iark Avenue amd Park Avenue

Ultra sn mid-summer, is now also
standard on Reatta and Riviera.

@ 'ark Avenue and Park
Avenue Ulira are elght inches
onyer than their predecessars with -
39 eptic feet of additional trunk
volume. They have flush-mounted
ylass and avrodynamic styling.
These new models offer an array of
new features including dual
antomatic clmate controls for the
driver and passenger (standard in
Ultras, “solar control” glass to
reduce harmiul sun rays.
substantal reinforcement of the
body structure to virtually
chtmunate sibration, and ail-life and
ml-Jevel momtors to alert the
draver on when to add nnd change
ail Towing capacity is 3.
pounds. compared with 2
previonsty

A l]ﬂﬂ

o floadmaster Estate Wagon
features an all-new aerodynamic
shape and flush glass and door
handles for improved ifficiency
The 5-hiter, V-8 engine with
electronic fuel injection delivers
170 hp. The projected EPA fuel
economy rating is 16 mpg city and
25 highway. “Vista roof.” a dark-
tinted glass pancl positioned
midway in the roof, pravides an
open-air look.

@ LaSabre has structural
improvements, a new hrake:
transmission interlock, a new
optional anti-lock brake system
and revised front struts for
improved ride.

® The 2.5-liter Tech 4 engine.
standard in the compact 3
and mud-size Century. his a
dual resonator induction system to

reduce noise
The 3300 V-5 enine, optional in
Skylark and Century. bias reduced
1dle speed Lo miske 1L ev
stnvather and quieter.
@ Anti-lock brakes
on the new Roadmaster Estate
Wagon. Park Avenue and Park
Avenue Ultrz, newly dard on
Riviera and continue as standard
on Reatta ABS s a new option on
the Skylurk Gran Sport coupe and
continues as optional'on LeSabre,
Repal Linuted and Regal Gran
Sport [t will be standard oa the
1062 Ruadz

ne Vibration

ster sedans

s Supplementalinflatable
restrants ar hagst for the driver
ape pow standard on Park Avenuoe,
Park Avenue Uhraand
Ruadmaster Fatate Wagon and

are standard '

contipue as standard on Tuviera
Lund Restta They witl be standard
on the 1992 Roadmaster sedans
® The Regal coupe gets an
exterior {reshening for 1991 Both
tne coupe and the 1991 Regal sedan
include pew 15- and 16-inch
aluminum wheels, a new standard
55 45 front seat with storage
armrest for Custorn models and
new front bucket seats with center
consale; standard in Gran Sport
here 1s o new full analog gauge
cluster, standard in Limited and
Gran Sport, plus ncher woodgrain
i ts and upgraded door panel

Roadmaster nameplate

i
|

® The stee exterior body panels l
sexcopt simistaf mont Ruichs are |
yalvanized on boih sides for |
i

anedd COTTONUR TEMIStane:

= The 1991 limited cd-ucn Qidsmobile Cullu:u
5 an enhanced . Quad &

Calais-Quad 342 includes

(‘ngnnp'

i

Mercedes 500E makes U.S. debut

FICIONADOS OF German-
engineered Autobahn
cruisers will have the

opportunity to gaze at the
1992 Mercedes-Benz S500E as it
makes its first (LS. appearanee al

the North Amerséan Iaternational
Auto Show

Company u”)u ds say (hat the
car will o on sale next September
a4 a 19492 model

Quners of this Bewest 1ssue from

+.The.1992: d 'BQK\LW

! provements and mih'Tuck BFAKTSY

O‘Idsplans special Calais

1SITORS TO the Nurth
Amenican Interpational
Anto Show will be treated

10 a sneak preview of a
Inmud edition of Uldsmobile Cutlass
Calais Quad 442, which will take to
the streets in March

The new Quad 42, with a spectal
W41 liandling and performance
parkage, includes an enlanc od Quand
4 engine, a special uansaxte witha
close tallo 5th gear ang a 3.94 final
drive ratio, anti-lock brikes and fuet
syslem enhancements

“This limited edition Cutlass

Calats Quad 442 will offer the
per{xrl balance of responsive power,
crisp handling and the kind of luvl

Coverlivad e

cvonuny that today’s car buyees are
demanding,” sad Larry Lyons,
Oldsmobites general eogneering
and planning manager

<11 also showeases Uie potentiit of
the Quad 4 engne and s an
mdication of the ipovative
powertrain fratures made possible
with s oulstamling double
foiur-cylinder.’

adided

Lyons :

The natne Wilisa dervation of 2
historte Otdsmobile name and oie
aynonymous with pewer and
innovation In 1968, Qldsmaobtle
released the W31 option for te
and Cullass Supreme coupe toa -
warld hungry for more powertul
engines

The upunupn\ buyers just that: a
patent 325 ip, 850 cubic inch V8 with
e chutee of i three-speed, of clofe
ot wde ratio four-speed
transmussions, and the choice of &
A91ar § 33 rear axle

Only 00 were built in 19A8. While
W continued n option thraugh the
1970 model year, 1Lis today
consdered uable collector's
car

[nats day, llm W3l wasan’

utstanding mmmplr of Oldsmobile
mpovaton,” Lyons sald. “And we
expeet this new WAT oplion wilt
continue that rich tradition of
Oldsmabile innovation and
powertram excellence

ber, sports a 5.0 liter, 32-vaive, V-8 engine tor pienty of horse: ™

- power {322 hp} and lorque.

0E. _not_avai

Gy

nitts wall be greeted with
seenmngly endless supplics of
horsepuwer and tOrQUe generated

ve, 322 np\ b engine -
me engine that powers the
hm 50081, H

the
compiay’s top-of th

Mercedes” .'].1;:\) pares
225 S5ZR tires and 1600k wheel: 1
~wheel anti-lock brakes and '
pred automatic transpussier:
Performance spectalists from
Porsche had i hand 1n the S00E ~
four-wheel indeperdent suspensson
and chassis tunang. amd added
shock absorber, spring and antt-rol} !
bar upgrades Zerota 60 .
acceleration is estimated at about
ax seconds. top speed should reack
animpressive 153 tmph H
All of this lugh-perfarmance
vquipment is wrapped inside 4 four- |
door body lifted directly off the 300
series assembly fine. !
The interiar boasts leather seats”
automatid chimate control, 3 18-
eIl and two
The esttmated Seker pm'\'—_—"
$65.000. !

‘World Congress on tap

The 15th Automotive News
World Congress, co-sponsored by
Automotive News and the
University of Michigan
Transperiation Research Institute.
will be held in conjunction with the
North American International Auto
Show.

TIndustey feaders from around”
the world are expecled to attend
the event, Seheduled for Sunday-
Wednesday, Jan 13-16. at the
Westin Hatel in Detront

Robert Lutz, Chrysler Motors
president, will deliver the keynote
address. Joseph Gorman. THW Inc

chairman, will address the Sunday

mght peRMg sesson

Daring the four-day Congress,
mternationally acelinmed experts
and eavcutives from auto
manufactirng and supplier
businesses will present insights
nte Lhe glabal autumotive mdystry
of the 190

Sesnions ate plarined for Monday
and Tuesday. Also planned are an
. evelusive morping visit to the aute
show amd a gala dinner Puesday
eveming

» Automative News World
rress concludes with a session
on \\‘4-«1m-\d.n umrmn;,

Robert Lu|x
Chrysler president




