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<+« when "the
shovel :
snowblower. . .
The city of Farmington Lssued
22 violations for failure {0 clear
sidewalks of snow on Jan. 7, The
city bas taken a tough stance the
past few yeara on Its snow policy,
which requires resideats and
merchants to remove snow from
sldewalks, !

UESDAY, Jas. 8, was a
- great day to be on the
Farmington Board of
Education; "
It was a speclal “hosses day”
for achoo! trustees, and Superin-
tendent Michael Flanagan gave
each.a framed certificate honor
ing ‘the spirit of volunteerism
shown by serving on the board —
especially In light of the many hot
-Assues that have come up the past
few years, . R
- “It's” & learning experience,”.
'gqm Sue Benneb,‘ board . pres(-’
“Yes,” added trustee Jack Inch,
“like putting your hand on a hot
burper.” ) -

or “.start the

gONDAY, Jan. 21, is the
. day Dr. Martin Luther
. <§|."King 3r.'s birthday I8

observed, -and the
Farmington-aren post offices
plan boliday schedules.
Farmington postmaster. Ken-
neth B, Harrls said there will be
no regular residential or business
mall delivery. Speelal dellvery,
Express Mail and Post Offlce box
+{ service will be provided.

Limlted caller service will .be
avallable only for customers who
regularly.call for thely mail at el-
ther the Farmington Post Office,
33200 Slocum, or the Farmington
Hills Post Office, 32445 W. 12
Mile.

The service windows’ will . he
open 8-10 2.m, {or those custom-
ers. No financlal transactions will
take place, i

Mail will be picked up from all
ves|dentia) collection boxes. Nor-
mal" mail .scrvice will resum
Tuesday, Jan, 22, .

CTOBER IS Substance
Abuse Month In the
Farmington area, and
this year Farmington

Familles In Actlen plans to focus

on alcohol abuse, -

FFIA is taking reservations for

a free, four-day workshop for

parents. celled “Talking With

Your Kids About Alcohol” 8:30

am. to 5 p.m. March'18-21 at a

sltc to be determined, possibly in

Birmingham.
e trj reson| {0z
R enl of per person, ac-

cordlng to a FFIA spokeswoman, -
T register or for more informa-
tlan, call FFIA at 851-8565." °

EMORY LANE -—
From the Jan. 18,
1951, Farmington En-
terprise:

rprise:

Farmington Police Chief Jo-
seph DeVriendt was investigating
two break-ins in the city, .
A -new panel truck, a safe, a
cigarette machlne, television set
and a new auto radlo were taken
from the Blakesice Chevrolet
.agency on Grand River in a night-
time break-in. The safe was re-
covered in Detrolt. It had been
pried open and the contents re-
moved. -

“On the same night, The Fal-
cons’ Nest, a popular Junchroom
near the high school, was broken
Into and about $30 in small
change was taken.

" ATTENTION ' Farmington |
o)
A flakes fall;-get out that’

Headlee:

By Casey Hans
staft writer

The author of the state’s Headlee Tax Limita-
tion Amendment said Friday he feels the Farm-
Ington distrlct should bite the bullet on cxpenses
and not ask for more money, -

“I'm not antagonistic on this thing," sald Rich-
ard Headlee, chairman of the Alexander Hamil

Farmington, Michigan

crease for cnpil‘:ll projects proposed by the Farm.
ington Board of Education. School officials say
they need the first proposal to maintain current

educational programs; the sceond proposal would

pay for maintenance and renovatlons of buildings.
Both 'millages would run 20 years.

A speclal school etection 1s scheduled for Tues-
day, Feb. 5.

Life lnsurnr_:cc Co. which is running ads opposing
a ll;nllla:;c increase for the Farmington Public
ools.

“1 think it’s just 'not time to raise taxes for this
bunch.- This is a world where. people . . . don't
have any discretionary ‘[ncome, They think it's
Jjust business as usual.

"This is the clussic arrogance of people who
have been around too tong."

Headlee was reacting to the debate which has
heated up in recent weeks over a proposed $2.7-
mill operating tax increase and another 1-mitl in-

, an for the Farmlngton
Hills pany said the i

used in the ads-was the most up-to-date he was
able to obtain.

The full-page advertisments are “as accurate
as they can be" based on Information he has
recelved from the Farmington schook district,
said Patrick Anderson.

Audited financial statements are done for the
district onee cach fiscal year; the last one was
completed as of June 30, 1990, Those are the fig-
ures Anderson and Headlee used in the ad, which
school officials have said Is “unfair” because it

“Top cop, employee
honored by Hills, 3A

52 Pages

Schools should bite

does not reflect financial changes which have oc-
curred in the district since June.

BUT ANDERSON believes he Is being fair. “It
they can’t share with us something more current,
they can't expect us to make it up," ‘Anderson
sald. “To call that (the ad) misteading and biased
Is just wrong. By the standards of political adver-
tising, this is about as accurate as you can get.”

Anderson was reacting to comments made ata |

recent board meetlng by superintendent Michael
Flanagan and subsequent news stories which ran
in the Jan. 10 edition of the Observer. :
The Alexander Hamilton ads, stated that, since
1986, the district’s General Fund expenditures
had increased by 78 percent and that property
taxes had increased by 82 percent, but that the
inflation index had only gone up 21 percent and
student enrollments five percent, It also noted the

Ploase turn to Page 7
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Head-on collision _
Two people were seriously injured in a head-on collision on
Elght Mile, between Halsled and Gill roads, at 11:05 a.m. Fri-
day. A third person involved in the accident was'not injured,
said Sgt. Ray Cranston of the Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment traflic section said. “For some reason, the castbound car
crossed the centor line and hit the westbound car,” Cranston

JAMIEETON-ILLS

said. The three involved in the collision were all wearing their

secatbelts and alcoho! was not

were in a Pontiac, which was the wesibound car, and one was

in » Dodge Omni, the

Potor Baldwin

involved. Two of the people

d car, said F Hills

Deputy Fire Chie! Peter Baldwin, who responded to the scene.
The accident remains under investigation, B .

Bank heists began near church, cops say

By Brlan Lyeaght
stalt writor

Among the strange details that
surfaced after the: arrest of . Roy
Alan Yanke was the FBI allegation
that the first of 14 banks he is be-
lieved to have robbed is just 100
yards from his church. .

Beverly Hills Det, Hoger St. Juan

recatjed that while Investigating the

Area Arab-Americans bristle _

By Wayno Poai
and Pat Murphy -
stoft wrllors

Metre  Detrowt’s
residents say they are caught be-
tween colliding worlds as war in the
Persian Gulf appears imminent

Their loyalty, they say, 1s strictly
with the United States :

FBI questioning is a sore . spat
even with the most moderate Arab-
Aniericans

“To single aut nny'unc Kroup is.

wrong,” said Westland businessman
Sidt Shaheen. “We don't want to have
happen to us what happened to Japa.
nese-Americans.'

Terry Ahwal, 1 Livenin woman
long active with the American Aval
Anti-Diseriminatlon Committee, who
has discyssed the Issue ‘with area
FBI representatives, said she was

tald the controversy stemmed from

Arab-American

Comerica holdup Sept. 13, 1989, po-
lice followed footprints from the
bank 10 a wall beyo
church. Yanke
at the lim

Yanke ted Wednesday
afternvon, at the church, Cavenant
Alllance  Church, on 13 Mile M
Greenlield, where he had been pas-
tar [ur eight years.

He surrgndered without a struggle

a “media nux up,”

“My feeling, though, is that’s their
policy - that. Arab-Americans
should b¢ serutinized,” she said,
“What they're doing Is saying to peo.
ple who already hate Arabs that it's
safe to harm Arabs.”

Detroit-area’ Jews also voiced con-
cérn about the FBI interviews.

“White we fully support’the need
to maintain domestie ‘security, we
are concerned that an open-ended
goverament plan to interview lead-
ers of Lhe American Arablie commu-
nity may have a negative impact on
the greater community’s perception

- of Arab-Americans," Paul D, Bor-

man, president of the' Jewish Com-
munity Councll of Metropolitan De-
troit, said in a statement, . N

At the very least, questioning of
Arab-Americans has had a chllling
effect on discussion of Middle East-
corn events

after police called-and asked him
and a church secretary to walk out-
side the chueeh to police cars. The

seeretary was not implicated

In Farmington Hills, the banks
robbed were the United Savings
Bank Aprit 17, 1990, and a branch of

Standard. Federal- Bank Sept. 13,
1920.
INVESTIGATORS  said  Yanke

at FBI probe, loyalty question

“Many of our people don't want to
talk (to"the ‘press)” sald the Hev.
George Shalhoub of St. Mary An-
tiochian Orthodox Church, Livonia. *

“The feeling is that any statement
could be misinterpreted.”

FBI officials failed to return Ob-

server & Eccentric telephone calls -

asking for comment on'the policy of
questioning  Arab-Americans about
potential terrdhgt activities.

Hal HelterhoftNicad of FBI opera-
tions in Michigan Hold the Associat.
ed Press that intelligence-gathering
activitles weren’t meant to harass.
Arab-Americans. At the same time,
he urged Arab-Ameticans to report
any instance of harasament or ethnic
intimidation 1o the FBI.

The hearts of Arab-Americans are
also with relatives and loved ones In
the Middle East -- including those

Pionsa turn to Pago 8

confessed a few hours later at (he
Bloomfield Township Police Depart-
ment to the 14 robberies (see reluted
story),

Among them was the Wedaesday
holdup of & Manufacturer's Bank
briinch at Long Lake and Telegriph

A man answering Yanke's descrip-
tion w. 1 cuaning (rom the bank
1o h ar by witnesses and o ¥
bumped into one passerby an the
parking lot.

Witaus copied down the heense
number after a bank manager yelled

for help. S
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Kaftan
verdict
tonight

By Joanne Maliszowaki
stat! writer

Deveioper Med Kaftan said he's
confident that Hillside Estates Con-
dominium residents don’t want a
iwo-story office building next Lo
their homes

That's the alternative Kaltan bee
heves will result 1f he Is not allowed
lo rezane 14.4 acres north of the con-

i from offlee to -
research-office.

After a 1b-year wait, Kaftan will
hear the verdict from the Farming.
ton Hills City Council at 7:3¢ p.m.
Monday, Jan. 14, on his July 1989 re-
quest to rezone his vacant land, east

-of Drake, wes* of Grand River.

“It's been a-long battle,”” Kaftan
“I've Li.a very disappointed,
iy with my performance in
that this should drag out so

long."

Please turn to Page 4

Tank problerms

~multiply for

site owner

By Casey Hane
statt writue

What Tom 1wWard thought was a
bad dream last year has become his
worst nightmare

- The Barmington resident was up-
s ta di three 1,000-gallon,
pre<umably ndoned, gas tanks on
A prece of comtuereal property with
a halding in dewntown Farmington,
whith he has owned as an invest-
ment sinee 1983 The parcel is at the
former site of & gas station operated
by Pure o) ; .

Anothier three tanks — this lime
4,000 gallons each were recemtly
discovered and DeWard said the
al nder his build.
2 Tuce Sired

et
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