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Sally Field plays Betty

Mahmoody, an Amerj-
can woman who makes a- daring escape from
Iran where with her young daughter, played by

Sheila Rosenthal, she is held against her will
by her husband in *Not Without My Daughter.”

‘Daughter:’ A Chronicle
of remarkable courag

Despile dally tension and the -

many concerns residents of our area
face, by comparison with much of
the world we arc secure and com-
fortable. “Not Without My Daugh.
ter” (A-, PG-13, 115 minutes) dispels
any doubt about that premise, par-
teularly for women here who enjoy
civil rights unparalleled in many
countries. - e

The film chronleles the stery of
Betty .Mnhmoody,‘playcd perfectly

back to — but h

the movies

Dan- -
Greenberg

Grading the movies

by Sally Fleld. N ‘2 former
resident of Alpena who now lives in
Owosso, was married to an Iranian
doctar (Alfred Mollna). Although he
had Mved
years, he malntaincd close contact
with kls famlly In Iran.

In 1984, in order to please her hus-
band Moody, she agreed -to & two-
week vacation- In Iran so that he
could sce hls family. They took their

‘then five-year-old daughter Mahtob

(Shella Rosenthal) with them.

When the two weeks ended, Moody
refused Lo return and became ex-
tremely abasive. Under Iranian law,
Betity had no rights as we know
them, and Moody could beat her with
impunlty, lock her up and separate
her from her daughter.

The only escape possible from this
life was dlvorce which, agaln under
Iranlan law, meant Belly would
have to leave Iran without' her
daughter who automatically revert-
ed to her father’s custody.

There was one alternatlve — ille.
gal {by Iranlan law) escape through
an Informal underground over the
mountalns inte Turkey. Betty ended
twa years of captivity in Iran by just
such an arduous trip, returning to
the United States In 1988, :

“NOT WITHOUT My Daughter” is

“an excellent chronicic of her re-

markable courage. Since her return
1o this country, she has become an
outspoken advocate of the rights of
children involved in international di-
voree/custody cases.

* The film is powerful and polgnant,
especially with Field's. abllity to

A+| Top marks - sure (o please

A | Closebéhind- excellent

in thls country for 20 -

A- | StltIn running for top hanors .

B+| Pretty good stufi, not perfect
B | Good ’

Gaod but notable deficiencies

humanlty Is missing from hls techni-

cally excellent performance. It's not |

clear whether that’s hls fault or
whether Director Penny Marshall's
vision is flawed. Whatever the rea-
son, the bottom line is pedestrian
humanlsm.

. In a film, starring two technically
perlect princlples, only three ladies
In support project the sympatico
that the film lacks — Julie Kavner
as nurse Eleanor Costello, Ruth Nel-
son as Leonard's mother and
Penelope Ann Miller as the girl,
Paula, to whom Leonard is attract-
od.

All three have the emotion of
great films. Unfortunately, thelr
roles are limited — and so s “Awak-
enings."”

ind jumbled

the British establishment Is evil.

While such political speculation is
interesting, filmmakers need to do
morce. than preach political
viewpolnts, Every film must be en-
tertaining In-order to attract atten-
tion. Without that quality, tdeas are
lost — and so are audlences.

Inevitably viewers and crltles
alike will compare “Awakenings”
(B, PG-13, 121 minutes) to “Charly”
and “Ralnman.” While such compar-
isons are commonplace, in this case
they signal a lack of originality in
siyle and presentation; even though
the film is welk-done,

The maJnr‘ ‘bane of contention here

the ing.
Iy contradictory qualitles of strength
and vulnerability. As 2 matter of
fact, that is just how it was. Mah.
moody was extremely vulnerable in
Iran, but she summoned great per-
sonal strength to escape with her
daughter and return to this country.
“Not Without My Daughter”
speaks eloquently about the terrible
tragedy thousands of American fam-
ilies undergo when one parent wants
to take children overseas to live

while the other parent wishes to re: *

maJn at home, . .

also is a powerful fiim which ef-
fectivély and realistlcally “portrays
lhh: tragedy and terror of children
torn by parents from different coun-
tries and clashing cultures.

ANOTHER LONG-STANDING,
international political problem-area,
Northern Ircland, docsn’t fare well

“HTE R "HIdden Ageada (I W 110 Tanoar
* minutes), a rather long and very bor-

ing “talkumentary.” Desplte adver-
tising to the contrary, it is not a po-
litical thriller.

Rather, ‘‘Hldden Agenda,”
preaches at great length and the
only screen thrill Is “The End.” The
{ilm contends that the “people” and
IRA revolutlonaries are good while

R ccd SR

is that “A gs” has no fresh in-
sights, no briflfant new technigues,
-nothing (o distinguish it from other
fitms. In the final analysis, despite;
“finé performances and excellent pro-
duction design, “Awakenlngs” s
nowhere near as good as it ought to
be.

Dr. Malcom Sayer (Robin Wil
liams) is a shy, retiring research sel-
entist who was invalved” in what
sounds like a Monty Python comedy
routine extracting chemlca)s

from five tons of . earthworms, It- .

couldn't be done so now he needs a
Job and turns up as a psychlatrist at
the Bainbridge Hospital for chronlc
patients in the Bronx. The film is
based on a true story. B

Dr. Sayer becomes obsessed with
helping catatonic patients who, he
" soon discovers, developed their cata-
tonia“after bouts with encephalitls.
Chlef among' those patients is

STILL PLAYING:

C+| Justacutabove average “Almost aa Angel" (C-, PG, 95 min-
C .| Mediocre R o, clched Paul Hogan doesn't
C- | Notsohotand slipping fast mf,';;ﬂ:? @J’Z?bfﬂwﬁﬂffib«», R, 120
[& The very best of the poor stuff |  minutes). : and §

0D | Poor ;:mg':'c}mﬁ trom dlscussion of the
D- ] itdoesn'tget much worse ' 'gr:l;”"n{uzm;' R). .
F | Tiuly awtul _] ml‘;l:‘.;l;rrwhh Wolves” (A, PG-13, 180

Kevin Costner's magniticent ode to
brotherhood and brutality on Amerlca’s
western frontier during and after the Cly-

War, N

i 3

“Edward Scissorbands” {C, PG-13, 100
minutes}.

Unusual young man with sclssors In-
stead of hands shakes up the suburbs af-
ter moving in with the Avon Jady and her
Tamily.

“Gho1t” (A, PG-13, 105 minutes), .

Danker's ghest (Patrick Swayze) hangs
around after llfe to protect loved one
(Deml Moare). Splrltualist (Whoopl Gold-
berg} helps him and this romantic/come-
dy/thriller,

“The Godfather, Part 11" {C+, t, 161
minutes),

Disappointing repeat of formula estab-
lished in Parts | and I1 albels stick pro-
diicllon I3 worth watching.

“Havana” (B, R, 135 minutes).

Robert Redford Is high-stakes poker
player in Havana just before Cuba be-
came Castro's.

“Hote Alone” (B, PG, 100 minutes).

Engaging comedy about young boy
S\lacaulﬂy Culkin) left at home by accl-

ent. .

“Jacob's Ladder™ (A, R, 115 minutes).

Sensational, riveting fllm cxperience
redeems and rewards in story of Jacob
Singer's (Tim Robblns) re-entry fo civil-
ian lite after Vietnam trauma.

“Rindergarten Cop™ (B-, .PG-13, 105
minules).

Schwarzenegger is macho and the kids
are cute but the plotisnt, . -

“Look Who's Talklog Toa” (F, PPG.13,
75 minutes),

Stupid sequel has lttle to offer,

“Mermalds” (A-, PG-13, 110 minutes). .

Fine romantic comedy features Cher
*as an unusual matriarch. Winona, Ryder
Is cxcellent a3 her leenage daughter.

“Misery" (C+, R, 100 minules),

Story of writer and obsessed fap waf-
fles back and forth ftrom psychotic

“wasn't_being told,” sald British di-

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

DFT continues with ‘Cyrano’

By John Monughun
spoclal writer -

With more than 70 films (o his
credit, French actor Gerard Depar-
dleu deserves the Litle “the hardest
working man in show business.” He's
certainly no stranger to the Detrolt
Film Theatre, which has premlered
many of his fiims, .

One of Depardicu’s Jatest, “Cyrano
de Bergerae,”. continues -Its two-
weckend run at the Detroit: Institute
of Art’s popular film program. Cyra-
no Is “the role Depardieu was born
to play,”-DFT dircctor Elliot Wil-
helm satd. .

“He's not traditionaily good look-
ing," Wilhelm said. “In fact, he

didn’t need that much makeup be-
cause he's gotsuch a big nose any-
way. He does’t don the kind of In-
credibly long nose that Jose Ferrer
wore when he played Cyrane.”

* THE .REST of the DFT season,
which continues through carly May,
focuses on premiers from faraway
places, Most are offbeat titles from
(for now) littte-known directors.
“Tilal (The Law)” (Feb. 1-2) is the
latest from Indrissa Ouedrago, the
Afriean director of “Yabba." In'it, a
young man returns from twe years
away 1o discover that his flancee has
become his father's second wife.
“Baxter,” a surreal canine come-

dy from France, views the world' |
through the eyes of a supremely ugly «
and_ highly opinionated «pit bull. Jt . -
plays April 5.7,

“Superstar: The Life and Fimes of
Andy Warho)* (April 19-21) contains
never before seen documentary foot-
age of the late artist, along with in-
terviews’ from Lou Reed, Dennis
Hopper, Liza Minnelli and Shelley
Winters. Clips' from Warhol’s filins
and his legendary appearance on
TV's “The Love Boat™ are among the
highlights, - .

THE DFT evening . screenings
have moved away from older ftitles,

Plonso turn to Pago 4

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call 832-
2730 fer information, ($4)

“Cyrano de Bergerac™ (France ~
1890}, Jamr. 18-20 (call for “show
times). Gerard Depardlen stars as
the romantic hero with a large
schnoz who woos a falr maiden
{Anne. Bouchet) from behind the
scencs. This acclaimed new version
of Edmond Rostand's play was di-
rected by Jean-Paul Rappencau.

DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER,
*5020 John R, Detroit. Call $77-8400
for informatlon. ($5 museum admls-
sion Includes ticket, $2-4 children un-
“der 12) ) -

“To the Limit” (USA — 1990),
through Apri? 1991, The latest Omnj-
max spectacelar intercutsamazing
athletle feats with an analysis of *
how muscles and blood meet the

‘SCREEN SCENE - :

challenge. Not intended for people
with claustrophobla, the movic be-
comes a first-person “Fantastic Voy-
age” fnto the human body.

HENRY -FORD ' CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 1367! Michigan Ave,
Dearborn, Call 943-2330. {free) -

- “Dynasty” (USA — 1976), 7 p.m.
Jan, 4. Stacy Keach and Sarah
Miles star in drama,

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile and
Middtebelt roads, Livonia, Call 476-
1166 for Information. {frec)

“The Two Mrs. Carrols” (USA —
1947), 10 a.m. Jan. 15. Actually com-
pleted’In 1945, this mediocre melo-
drama casts Humphrey Bogart as an
insane artist who paints his wives as
“angels of death” before murdering
them. Barbara Stanwyck plays his
next intended victim. As part of a

'ANOTHER VIEW

month-long tribute to Bogart.

MAPLE TIHEATRE, 4135 W.
Maple, Birmingham. Call 855.9001
for information. ($6, $3.50 twilight)

“The Sheltering Sky” (USA - —
1990), call for show times. John Mal-
kovich and Deborah Winger star in
this love story, the latest from writ-
er/director Bernardo Bertolucci,

MICIHGAN THEATRE, 16201 §
Liberty, Ann"Arbor, 669-8397. ($4.50,
$3.50 studlents /seniors)

-"The Iciele Thief” (it 1989,
through Jan. 17 eall for sl times)
Comic filmmaker Maurizio Nichetti
inlegsperses television with re
in this surreal slapstick comedy.
chetti plays a film director whose
masterpicee is translormed by com-

Please turn to Page +

By M.B. Dillon
stalf writor

Hemdate Film Corp. gave us the
Academy Award-winning *Platoon,”"
an explosive indictmenit of the Viet-
nam War. Now it has released "Hid-
den Agenda,” a chilling political
thriller. .

In the tradition of “Missing” and
“Z," “Hldden Agenda” is a realistic
and provocatlve essay on the politi-
cal unrest In Northern Iretand in the
“early 1980s. .

THE SPELLBINDING story " of
“Hidden Agenda” unwinds after the
arrival in Belfast of four members
of the Internatlonal League for Civil
Llberties, including lcague secretary
Ingrid - Jessner - (Oscar nominec
Frances McDormand) and her
flance, American lawyer Paul Sulli-
van {Brad Dourif),

Movie-goers may recognlze Dourit
and McDormand from their co-star-
ring roles in *Mississippl Burning"
as Deputy and Mrs, Belt, .

With gritty realism, *Hidden
Agenda” — banned in Britaln —
shows the lengths, not™ excluding
murder, to which a government, its
Judiciary and its secret service will

RO.
Awarded the special jury prize at

the Cannes Film Festival, ™ ‘Hidden

Agenda’ [s an important story that

rector Ken Loach. “But we couldn't
just tell the story of these unex-
plained shootings in Northern Ire-
land, because it has become common

knowledge that people there are shol-
h

instead of being brought to trial.

“THE NORTHERN Ircland shoot-
Ings and the aborted inquiry into
them indicate how Britain operates
in Ireland and how the techniques
used there have wider implications
about how British intelligence oper-
ates all over Brittan,"

Loach, an award-winning and con-
troverstat, director has had four of
his television documentaries banned
In Britain. e

- “The central issue of . 'Hidden
Agenda’ Is that democracy Is often
just skin deep,” he said, “T hope the
film offers a glimpse of the reality
behind the parliamentary facade, if
only a fictional glimpse. That's what
we want people to take from the
film.” . -

Loach's pactoer.of 20 years Ma

tackle the subject,
In the same way American writ-
“ers are addressiog the legacy of the
Vietnam War, Allen said’ there's a
“'moral obligatlon for British writers
to deal with Northern Ireland.”
*“It would be obscene for us not to.
I want people to be aware of what's
happening in Northern Ireland be:
causc what happens there has impli-
catiens for Britain and the rest of
the world. A lot of people are being
killed there” .
HEMDALE 1IAS made a reputa.
tion taking chances on controversial
films, Rather than shy away from

While few people
have ever been hit
over the head with
Q frying pan. mony .

- have been hitin the
heort. The prostote
-gland-And the colol
Because’ lriad

controversy, Hemdale  exccutive,

“produecr John Daly secms 1o thrive,

on it

At the {ilin's press conference i
Cannes, “Hidden ndi" spark
heated debate amopg the filmma
ers and British journalists.

Hemdale set a record for consecn-
tive awards ‘won by an independent:
company after the risky “"1Yatoon™
won four Academy Awards, includ-
ing best picture in 1986. [n 1957, the
British filmmaker produced “The
Last Emperor,” winner” of ninc
‘Academy  Awards, including best
picture.

‘
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including oreast

* cancer. For o free
booklet on how to
help reduce your risk
fhrough low-fat eat.
ing, call

-800-EAT-LEAN, *
Affer all, the pur-
58 of food Is to sus-
ain life, not ke if.
away. .

ENTTo).

As good an actor as Robin Wil-
liams Is, his shy, bumbling routine Is
an obvious act through which Wil-
ltams® sophisticated persona con-
stantly emerges.

OWe (ROBCTT DENITO).

AT THE SAME time, DeNiro has'y
-all the moves down pat from cata-
tonic to suave 1o nervous-spastic and
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Winter Weekend Packages!

duy. 2miaht packages
1 oxtras from

1

Webers Inn

Instant Florida
4 in Ann Arbor!
. Call for details!
3050 Jackson Rd., Ann Asbor, tA
1-800-343-3050
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chesfer-born screenwriter Jim Alles,
said he believed he was obligated to

GOT LEGAL QUESTIONS?
CALL ATTORNEY JOHN MOONEY ON HIS NEW
LEGAL TALK SHOW. . .

' “YOU AND THE LAW”.

ON WCAR 1090 AM °
INFORMATION. RADIO *
EVERY THURSDAY 8 AM-9 AM
" HELPFUL LEGAL ADVICE
CALL 525-1090
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