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Ska was the “blue beat” period of
Desmond Dekker and Prince Busier
of the 1960s.

Ska was the “Tu-tone" era of Eng-

* lish Beat and the Specials in the ear-
1y 1980s.

Ska is the third generation of play-
ers such as Gangster Fun and Excep-
tons energized by punk and defining
a sound for the 1990s. .

Ska is herc. Ska is there. Ska Is
everywhere. .

So say members of Etch ‘A’
Sketch, a new group of purveyors of
the traditionally upbeat dance mu-
sic. Contrary to Santayana’s grim
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prediction about the unknowing
repeating the past, thls Ann Arbor.
based outfit revels in ska history.

“(Ska) Is like a litestyle,” said Jead
singer Pat Avsharian,

Archivists, though, are usually not
the fresh-carreds variety barely 18,
They weren't even born when Dekk-
er was cranking out '60s chestputs
like “Israchites;" mere children
when the Specials and English Beat
were redefining the ska sound for
the "80s.

A love of ska led keyboardist Ra-
chel Williams, guitarist Ben Mancell
and Avsharian 10 form Eich ‘A’
Sketch this past summer.,

IN A SHORT time, Etch ‘A’ Sketch
has become a regular on the Detroit-
Ann Arbor club cireult while ventue-
ing out to such metropolis' as Toron-
to and Chicago. An abandoned pornu
book store, a biker farm and frat
houses have also served as some un-
likely venues for their shows.

Yet Eich A’ Sketch are mere
babes, Impressionistic while athers
are hardened by the futility of the
music scene.” Enthusiasm spills over
into members intérrupting one other
when discussing the music they per-
form.

Giddiness aside. Etch ‘A’ Sketch
are true to their craft. Their vision is
unguestioned. . .

"I think 2 lot of the bands now are

Etch ‘A’ Sketch draws with ska

trying to sound like the ‘Tu-tone”
bunds,” Avsharian said. “We try to
get back more to the roots.” .

History lessons are “taught on
stage. Amid a pool of flaying limbs
on the dance floor, Etch A’ Sketch
performed a short but energized set
recently at the Blind Pig,

Ben Mancell gyrates whlle paylng
tribute to the forbearers of ska, In-
cluding a stinging cover of Dekker's
“Israelites.” - Avsharian moves
smoothly, succinctly to the beat
while singing. i

Other members apparently are in-
terchangable. On this night, the hoen
section Includes Joe Cislo on trom-

Plaase turn to Page 4
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The Big
Picture is Jetf
Scott, lead
vocals, Duane
Harlick, guitar
and vocals, *
Mike Hynes,
bass, Andy.
Combs, Skip
Pruilt,
saxophone,
Todd Ague,

, keyboards and
backing
vocals.

By Joseph 8. Hotfmann

Big Picture wins in Marlboro Country

speclal wrller

A local band called The Big Picture recently
won the Marlbore National Talent Roundup.

Bands from around the country submitted
demo tapes in' order to be considered for the
regional finals in their area. Eight finalists
were then selected - nationwide. Their last
round was in Nashville, Tenn., last month.

The Big Picture took the win — 40 hours
studio time and a $30.000 cash prize. .

The Big Picture is Jeff Scott. lead vocals,

" Huntington Woods; Duane Harlic Rutar and

vocals, Royal Oak; Mike Hynes, . bass, Royal
Oak: Andy Combs, drums, Pontiac; Skip Pruitt,
saxophone, Detroit; Todd Ague, keyboards and
backing vocals, Royal Oak, .

"Any good band can go va stage and make

&reat sounding music, but we took that music
and turned it into a show atmosphere . . . put-
ting on a concert {or people, 50 that they were
nol just lisleding to music, but experiencing
1L Harlick said. T think that’s what gave us
the cdge, the energy we have, our showman-
ship and our adility to take our music and
heave it past the second row and nto the tast
row so.that everybody gets a picee.”

Their sound 15 a high energy compilatio of
fazz. funk. blues and soul. Fach member s a
congenial addition to the band

PRUITT ROCKS the house with his wieldy
solos. Hynes commands 1 mean IX-trIng
p bass. Harlick plays his Jazz solos with case
and convietion. Comb's fusion backgrovnd
melds ir peefectly on the drums.

tri-level keyboard setup 15 used com-

REVIEWS

Twhat it 1s they do. at Corradi's AC n Troy
swhere they perform most weekends

4 10 pazzy perfection Top this all off
with Scott's smooth, sultry vocals and what
have vou got™ Well, | think you get the picture
The Big Picture .

+“We're one of the only bands 1n town that is
pretty cohesive i its focus.” Ague said. “We do
a poud variety of musi d we always put our
ew I signature to cach arrangement,” M

But things weren't adways so smooth sathing
wxplatned Harbiek

“Their aren’t many places that accept what
weadn 7 he | “We've played al some clubs
that expeeted to hear us p techno-pop dance
musicowith a Jotof rap, wick: wicky, wicky,
Wichy d serateting records. That was bad
that's nat what we do ™
n cheek them vt for yourself and see

IN CONCERT-

@ DOUBLE AA POSSE

Double AA Passe, 2 rap group from
Ann Arbor Pioneer High Schoo!, will per-
form an all-ages show 7-11 p.m. Monday,
dan. 14, at-the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann
Arbor. For information, call $96-8555.

® RYTH MCFUED
Ryth McFued will perform Tuesday,

Jan” 15, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann

Arbor. Foc information, call 9962747,

® HANNIBALE N

MHannibals will perform Tuesday, Jan.
15, a1 the Blind Pig, 208 S. Firs1, Ann Ar-
bor. For information, call $96-8555.

® AL HILL AND THE KEADLIGHTS

Al Hill and the Headlights will perform
Wednesday, Jan. 16, at Rick's Cate, 611
Chutch, Ann Arbor. For information, eall -
996-2747. T

® TYPHOID MARY

Typhoid Mary will perform with
guests, John Housley, Wednesday, Jan.
16, at the Dlind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Ar.
bor For informatlon, call $96-8555

® CULTURE BANODITS

Culture Bandits witl perform with ~

guests, Blue Nimbus,:Thursday, Jan. 17,
@t 3-D Club, 1855 N. Main, nortn of 12
Mile Road, Royal Oak For informatipn, .
call 589-3344. -

® ASSEMBLY REQUIRED

Assembly Required will perform
Thursday, Jan 17, at Club Heldelberg,
215 N. Main, Aan Arbor. For information,
24-9562 -

.® HUNTUNES

Huntunes will perform Thursday, Jan
17. at Rick’s Cale, 611 Church, Ann Ar-
bar For information, call §96-2747.

@ RYTH MCFUED/JUICE -
Ryth McFued will perform for student
happy hour Ifom 6-9 pm Thursday. Jan
17. at the Blind Pig. 208 S. Furst, Ann Are
bar Juice will perform {rom 9.30 p.m to
2a.m. For unformation, call 996-8555

® JOHNNY QUEST :

Jobnany Quest sl perform Friday.
Jan 1B al (he Hamtramck Pub. 2048
Canilf off 1-75 For information, call 385-
3829

@ BELL BIV DEVOE

Bell Biv Devoe will perform along with
Johnny Gill, Keith Sweat and Monie Love
8 pm Friday, Jan. 18, at The Palace of
Auburn Hills. Tickets are $40 gold circle
and $25 for reserved -For information,”
cal} 377-0100

® PAUL KELLER & COMPANY

Paul Keller & Company will perform
Friday and Saturday. Jan. 18-19, a1 Bird
of Paradise, 207 S Ashley, Ann Arbor.
For informalion. calj 662-8310 .

® ASH CAN VANGOGH
Ash Can VanGogh will perform Friday.

Jan 18, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass. near 1-94,

Drlroit Far information. call B32-2355

® STRANGE BEDFELLOWS
Strange Bedtellows will perform Fri-

LOCAL

Iere are Whe 10p-10 songs on “Detroit
Music Scene™ which 15 aired 48 pm
Sundays rrepeated 530-630 pm Tues.
daysron WDTR-FM 809

Thbe Gear

“Only a Picture,” Knaves
‘L

“Back on My Feet” Detrolt Blaes
0d

1
2
[
)
5
Ba,
7 "Undead.” Dark Theater

11" Blae Nimbas
Irst§ Forest Antmats .

day, Jan. 18, at Lill's 21, 2930 Jacob, off
Jos. Campau, Hamtramek. For informa-
ton, call 8758555,

® COMMUNITY CONCERTS

Earth Community Concert will take
place 7:30 p.m. o 2 am. Friday, Jaz. 18,
at Birmingham- Unltarian Church, 851
Woodward, north of lane“‘ md.
Performers include Trinl .,
Detroit Chicano poet; Ben Seguln, best
songs of twist; Robert Thibodeau and
Razz, Shamanic drumming, poetry and
tales; One by One, world music; Swamp
Beggars, original folk; Mental Land-
scape, folk and punk and Tom Spaghetti,
comedy and magic. The abow s 2 bepefit
far the Committee for a Peacedn]l Resolu-
tion to the Gulf Crisls, Admisslon Is $5.
For information, call $43-7235 or 541-
853,

® FRANK ALLISON AND THE ODD
X

Frank Alllson and the Odd Sox will per-
form Friday, Jan. 18, at Club Heldelberg,
215 N. Main, Ann Arbor. For informa-
uon, call 994-3562.

@ CLARENCE ‘GATEMOUTH' BROWN

Clarence “Gatemouth” Brown will per-
form Friday, Jan. 18, at Rick's Cafe, 511
Church, Ann Arbor. For information, call
9962747,

® AMNE BE DAVIS

Anne Be Davis will perform Friday,
Jan. 18, at the Blind Plg. 208 §. First, Ana
Arbar. For Information, call 998-8555.
@ SPEAXER'S CORNER

Speaker's Corner will perform with
Ruests, Splitiers, Saturday, Jan. 19, at Lhe
Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Caniff, off I.75.
For informatlon, call 365-3829.
©® OKYX WORLD BEAT !

Onyz World Beat will perform Satur.
day, Jan. 19, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, pear I.
94, Detroit. For information, call 832-
235%

® TRASH BRATS

Trash Brats will perform Saturday,
Jan 19, at Lili's 21, 2930 Jacob, off Jos.
Campau, Hamtramek. For Information,
call 875-6955.

® THE GEAR

The Gear will perform with guests,
The Pedestrians, Saturday, Jan. 19, at
Club Exit. 29481 John R, pear 12 Mile
Road, Madison Helghts. For information,
call 544.1292,

@ MOL TRIFFID/TRUNCHEONS

Mol Triffid will perform along with
Truncheons Saturday, Jan. ‘19, at Club
Heidelberg, 215 N.'Main, Aen Arbor. For
information. calt 994-3562.

® TROPICAL CONNECTION
Tropical Connection will perform Sat.
urday. Jan. 19, at Rick's Cafe, 11

Church, Ann Arbor. For information, call *

9963

@ URBATIONS

* Urbations will pertorm Saturday, Jan.
19, at the Biind Pig, 203 5. First, Ann Ac-
bor For informalion, call 996.8555, ‘

CUTTING
EDGE

Here are 10 LPs in beavy rotatioa on
“The Cutting ‘Edge,” which is beard 3
Pm.to3am rughtly on CIMX.FM 83.7..

1 “Ritual de lo Habitual” Jane’s Addic.
0

“Gala,” Lasb
Brick by Brick,” Iggy Pop
NXS .

re
Hear-Shaped World." Curts Isask
Cake.” Trash Can Slnatras

‘Boaa Dr: M
% "Heil'a Ditch," The Pogues
10 “One Simple Word,"” The Coanells

@ A
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HELL’S DITCH
— The Pogues

Shane MacGowan may or may not

"HACK

— Infofmation
Society

A sonnd for the 905 This s a g

NGNS ’
INEORMATIQN
SOCIET v

vuls on it But. only 10 of those

be in bad shape, but he continues 1o
write terrific -songs and the band
continues {0 make good music,
“Hell's Ditch,”, the band’s latest re-

lease ls very gmd-lnd«d--——--——“r—-mtnly‘n
In it, MacGowan shows again that .

he can write a lyric as well as.any-
body. He is probably better known,
unfortunately, for his propensity for
drink,. and * speculation  continues
about his physical health.

In “Hell's Ditch,” we are led on a
mustcal tour of the seedy stde, where
booze and betrayal abound. I's a
tough and dirty place, familiar terri-
tory ta Pogues fans,

The song “Rain Street,” for vxam-
ple: “A church bell rings/an old
drunk sings/a young girl hawks her—
wedding ring."

The music is eatchy, slightly exot-
ic, and'surprisingly upbeat, especial-

1" is positively
Joyful in melody. So 100 i3 the open.
ing cut, In which n welt-traveled nar-
rator secks to spend eternity “on Lhe
sunnyside of the street.” .

This LP, the band's fifth by my
count, was produced by Joe
Strummer, who taured with the Po-

Rues I few years back and produced

to desenibe Tnformation soc

datest relvase eaileds sirply

" (Tommy Roy Revords)

1 been ordinary hacks be
It n

sangs have a lynical content to them
Mieh”of the album s a collage of
and cffects amd audio wizardey In
w3, there may be a bit too much

THE IMMACULATE

COLLECTION

— Madonna

UK. ] give up No more criticism
of Madonna out of this corner. Peri.
t

By now. this Rochester Hills tass
15 well beyond any meaningful criti-
cism anyway She's-a force of na-
-ture, like Yellowstone. Niagra Falls

1 YOESTAEIH RN farmer
band, the Clash o .

By nuw, the Pogue; em o have
polished  their © raw  sounds
enough. The band blends its punk
To0Ls with traditional Celtic sounds,
Accordion, mandolin and tin whistle
are often more prominent than elee-
tric guitars. They are likely to
launch into their nwn arrangement
of a tradibional tune, as they do here
with the lovely “Maidrin Rua,™

Much of the band’s appeal and
fame  stems “from  the arnery
MacGawan, the one with the had
tevth, growling vixeal and talent with
apen. On “Hell's Iiteh,”™ he seems to
be raistag hell less and seeking re-
fuge more  There - are hints of
sedemplion oy, it le. Tesygnation
here 100, lest we despair,
“Fugally found a place they’ could
never reach- Sspping Singha beer on
Pattaya Beach.” he sings in “House
of the Gods " I 1L is refuge he wants,
Rive him refuge.

- Brian Lysaght

Just

Eaane
status as first of all the hacks
“the warld,” explans backup vieat
Rurt Valaquen, on where they ot
the name
In this computer age, this band de
hvers a computer 2
Information Soctety in & hand aut
of Minncapolis. Mina” Thesr sound 15
a high-tech mish-mash, that for the
most - part, “sounds  pleasing i
upbeat They call their styvbe of mue
sic “Kraftwerk and Fuok © | thanh,
that deseribes it-pretty welt
Informatgon  Society 1n pot
comprised-ot the traditional puttas
bass. drumis combinatien - 1 cops et
of three primary members . b
Robb, James f
qQuen. They rely on v g
and s¥nthestrer etfevt |
the core of thesr sound
Their cassette lists 22,11

S night

musieal content of the dangs, they
Teully quate goot

cad of sides A and B, there iy
slligan Side” and the “Skipper
Sufe ™ Thus, on the Skipper Side of
the collection, the tape kicks off the
second sule with an inte
collage called “Hard Currene

«

Aother song called “Can't Slow

Irwn™ 18 o bvely dance number. |

B the saxuphone solo .

0 the ighter side, “Now That 1
ave You™ is one of their more dul-
et contobutions. It also sounds
g .

Where a ot of band:
foross ounding emply,
POt under such circumstances, In-
T mating Socity seems to puli this
ol quite well

have come

dumes S Hoffmann

A T IR o The

ting sound *

and incom-

WE - SRS aTgrowth industry,
ke GM. Mrchael Jordan or Mickey
Mouse,

You know “all these songs, too,
From the bouncy “Like a Virgin®” to
the slinky “Vogue.” almost all were

No 1, top-of-the-pops, Casey Kasem- *

approved chartbusters.

. Andf you don't know the two pew
sengs. you soon witll. The sinewy
“Juslify My Love” just reached No.
1 taided no doubt by its steamy
MTV-banned video)) “Reseue Me,”
the othier new track, seems destined
to follow

What's' really significant about
this coliection is that it is among the
first major arust albums tssued in
the pew Sound.” “(Madonna
strikes again. Six years ago she was
Among the first to release an al-gdi-
gital album.)

The new technology — 1tself con-
troversial — Is supposed to make
CDs sound even richer and fuller,
There's no definitve proof here as to
whether Q sound will catch on, but
Madonna's dance-beat hits do sound

cspecially hot. Several — Including
"Virgin" and “Into the Groove™ ap-
Pear to have been ever-so-slightly -
remixed,

Anyhow, It's a alce Jook back. The
difference between Madonna's a).
most-lnnocent carly hits, such as

- “Holiday" and -ber later, bolder,

work such as “Express Yourself' is~ -
clearly apparent. Desplte the higher-
than-nermal list price — urgh!
there's also a generous sampling.
There's even a pricey bozed edition
that includes a video greatest hits,
Madonna Is pulling down a curtain
of sorts, but unlike necent hity pack-
ages: by some contemporaries, It's
only on Act 1,
N — Wayne Peat



