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“More than $64,000 of road-cating muchiner!’.
‘the Chevrolet Corvelte ZR-1 tops the Ameri-
can-nameplate grice heap with -enough per-

‘U.S. fare ranges from pricey to

By Gerald Frawley
staff wrlter

MERICAN NAMEPLATE |
. automobiles may not have
the disparity In costs that
LT some of the Imports'do, but
car hunters and watchers at the
North American International Auto
Show can still find prices ranging
from below $10,000 to over $50,000.
. Onthe summilt of the price heap is
the top of the line 1991 Chevrelet
- Carvette ZR-1, at a whopping
$64,138. -

All the things that the word
Corvette conjures In the mind —
performance, speed and sportiness
~ are back for the new 1991 ZR-1.

FOR THE purists, thosé who have
to know haw to teil a 1990 from &
1991 Corvette ZR-1, all new model
year Carvettes have new side “gill”
panels, wider, integrated body-color
side maldings and a center, high-
mounted stop 1amp in the rear
window. K

Carvette has also made some
modificatlons to Its powertraln,
including low restriction mufflers
that use larger scction sizes and are
tuned for better exhaust note
control, and a power steering
fluidcooler, previously an option, but
now standard.

. Also featured are Independent
suspenslon, power rack and pinion
steering, and front and rear, antl-
Yocking disc brakes that can stop the
nearly 3,500-pound automobile from
60 mph hour to a standstiil in 125
feet. .

The eight-cylinder, 5.7-1iter, multi-
port fuel Injectlon has 375 screaming
horses under the hood capable of
propelllng the ZR-1 Corvette from
zero (o 60 mph in a mere 4.3 seconds,

THE VALET key system, which
allows the drlver to galn full access
to full 375 hp performance, has been
revised in the ZR-1 to default to
normal power on each ignltlon eycle,

To accommodate electronic
accessories, Including items like
cellular phones, eompact disc
players and other 12-volt
accessaries, the ZR-1 Incorporates
an auxiliary power plug.

And to help avold those expensive
engine repairs, the Corvette ZR-1
Incorporates a new low oil sensor
that warns drivers before damage
actually occurs. '

Finally, Just in time for the
expansion of the AM band (the *
Federal Communications
Commisslon Is expected to approve
the expansion in 1991), all Corvette
radios have been expanded to reflect
the.avallabillty of more AM
{requencies.

WHILE THE Corvette conjures
images of performance, speed and
sportiness, the Geo Metro, the least.
expensive American nameplate car,

- strives to appeal to the'cost and fuel |
efficlency consclous.

Actually, there are two
contiguratlons of the Geo Metro, the
Geo Metro and Geo Metro XFI, that
tic as the least expenslve American
nameplate cars at the North
American International Auto Show.

Both Geo Metro models have a
manufacturer’s suggested retail

Save Up To °2,000

formance, speed and sportiness to impress
even the most jaded auto observer. Look for it
on the Cobo Center floor.

price of $6,795, but thereisa
distinctlon between them,

The Geo Metro XFi is a five-
speed, two-door hatchback with
optlons limited to a rear window
defogger.

- The Geo Metro s configured
slightly differently. While also a
five-speed, two-doar hatchback, it
can be fitted with an AM-FM digital
clock radio, automatic transmission

Not every car at the North American {nterna-
- tional Auto Show is designed to appeal to the
Donatd Trumps, of the world. There are a good

and a rear windshield wiper.

THE DIFFERENT conliguration;
in addition ‘o limiting the number
and types of options, allows one very
impaortant difference, gas mileage.
The Geo Metro XFi EPA milcage is
53 miles per gallon city, 58 miles per
gallon highway.

“The Geo Metro EPA mileage s 45
miles per gallon city, 50 miles per

ing the Geo Metr

gailon highway. 7

“With the exception of these
differences, the two configurations
are much the same.

THE Geo Metro'sparts new seat
and door fabrics and new extertor
and interior colors for 1991, -« -

And while the Geo Metro isn't<),
equipped with the four-wheel
independent suspension and the

many cars for the under $10,000 crowd, includ-

o XFi, the least expensive car

with an American nameplate.

odest

power steering of the Corvette, it
does come with MacPherson Struts,
manual rack and pinion steering,
and power disc and drums.

The three-cylinder, 1Oiter,
clectronic fuel Injection is capable nf
generating a modest 55 hp.

The Geo Metro also boasts one
thing {in addition 1o substantially
better fuel mileage) the Carvelle
does not: frant-wheel drive,

Mitsubishi dis

Mitsubishi has selected the Neorth
American International Auto Show
as the venue for the North .
American introduction of its ali-
‘new HSR-II concept car.

The HSR-11 (High Speed
Research) experimental car has
served as a rolling test bed for new
Mitsubishi produets like the
30600GT sports ear and an all-
luxury, four-door sedan scheduled
to be'introduced In mid-1991 as a
1892 modc).

The technology that eventually
found its way to the 3000GT was
first tested on the HSR-11.

Mitsubishi engincers used the
ptatform to perfect the 3000GT's
all-wheel-drive, four-wheel
steering, four-wheel electronically
conirolted independent suspension,
four-wheel, anti-lock brakes and

computerized Active-Aero system.

°

plays concept car

B

The HSR-Il (High Speed Research) experimental cor has served as a rolling test bed tor
new Mitsubishi products like the 3000GT sporls car and an all-luxury, four-door sedan.
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It hasa t6-valve,
dependent rear suspension.
The 2408X. Itk a dot of sports car. But you can handle it.

- Why wait until
oure 40toown
asportscar?

Nisaan MOSN SE Fasthack. o -

Save the procrastination for mid-terms. Becausé theresno
time Jike the present o have fun, Especially if it means diiving
an exciting performance car like the Nissaw 405X ’
55-hp fuck-injected engine. Multi-lin

Stvuatf people ahvans s thefie prant. Aend they abwinasrar thess s by

<in-

NOW YOU'VE GOT NO OPTION BUT TO SAVE!
OPEN LATE MON. & THURS. UNTIL 9:00 P.M.
ACROSS FROM THE TEL-12 MALL
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