January 14-January 20.

Gregg Ramwater feels duty

Subtirban Cable Weekly

Page s

with ‘Young Rlders role

Actor brings sensitivity
to role as native Amencan

By \1ar) Ann Townsend
Grege Rainwater is an in tune
with.nature as his character ‘Buck

Cross on ABCs "Thq- Young th- -

ors.”
Belore movmg to ‘I‘ucc.on last

year for the show, Rainwater enjoy- -
ed seeking out quiet, natural envi-

ronments in and araund L.A. They
say the grass is always greener on
the other side of the fence, and
that's the case with Rainwater. Now
that he's in the serenity of the desert

" around Tucson, he has a new pas-

time. .

“Right now I'm lr)mg to under-
stand this computer ‘thang.'' - he

" said, discussing the new computer
equipment he had just bought. “T un-
derstand Kindergarteners are learn-
ing computers these days, and here [
am totally computer illiterate.”

- several other passions: his Humane

Society.adoptee, a chaw. malamute .

or husky mix named k.d. (after kd
lang), and involvement in the Harth
Communijcations  Organization.

EC.O. consists of members of the:

media who try to get ecological

messages across through their work, -

An example he gave of how the
group works is the episode of " Mur-
phy Brown™ in which the "FY.1°
staff begins recyceling

One elfort he made last year was
1o use china plates on the set of
"The Young Hide instead of the
stryofoam plates provided by the
caterer. Fellow cast members once
thought him- strange, he said, bul
this year the eaterer offers a cholee,
and many casl members are selecls
g china, - ’

“"What this group is trying Lo doas
to sart <ol - weave enviranmental

" messages inta the fabrie of peoples.
. p\\chc through the media, through
print,” be explained.

The young actor takes that sensi-
tivity about the world into his role
as mixed breed Indian Buck Cross
oln ABC's “The Young Rulers”
Buck is the product of a Kiowa [ndi-

an mother and a whte trapper fa-

ther. He understands both worlds,
but.dnesn’t quite {it into esther. .
“1 like his coming {rom both sides

-~ the Vshll(‘ part and the Int!x.m
part. He has a wider perspective
than a.lot of the other riders have.
He's had 1in; he’s seen both

sides...He's aclually more on the sta- |

bilizing side of the characters,”
Rainwater said.

Rainwater in real hiv 1s part Indi-
an The grandson of a Cherokee and

_Osage Indian, Rainwater believes he

has extra responsitility to provide a
positive tole model
character. His fan mail seems to
suggest he is succeeding. '

“It definitely will give you a boosl
when you read something about how

" somebody thinks differently because.

of a character you poriray. 'cople
are seemng Buck and saymng, ‘He's a

‘preat guy and 1 just met another In-

duan guy who's Just like Buek’ or '

© aever talked o hm in school and
But the Young Rider does have ” .

through the

ERBAY

Handsame Leo Korstey roprises his ruggo
Ethan Allen Cord. Retitled Guns of Paradise, the woatom aerios |
. telurns to CBS on n now.night: Fridays. . .

now | jusl found out he’s a ‘really

* nice person Things like that are

great,” the aclor said.

The series has been noted for 1!3,
authentie depiclion of the Old West |
with an Emmy for costuming and
an  American “cﬁlern Heritage .
Awird. -

Female fans of Rainwater's may -

be anlerested in knowing that, at- . -

present, he 1s not romantically in-

volved He's still looking for a wom-

an who's more Earthly than glamo-
rons. “['ve niet many of them, but
not “her. That will come. Whatever
will he will be.” he said with an un:
comfortable pause that lightened up
with, "Right now 1 have a dog.” :

- Gregg Rainwater slars as  half-

breed Indian Buck Cross in:The
Young Riders” seen Saturdays on
ABC. The aclor respects the impact
his role has on others, much ke he
respects the role he plays in real-
life.
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