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from our readers

Thanks for-
your help

To the editor:.

Please accept our hcartlt]! gratl-
tude for the Observer & Eccentrle's
help In promoting the Holtday Hun-
ger Appeal of the Food Bank of Qak-
land County. The 80 emergency food
pantries, shelters and soup Kitchens
we supply wiil be better stocked
throughout 1991 because of your
public-splrited participation.

I.want also to thank your readers
who opened their hearts even more
widely this year in splte of or be-

cause of the uncertalnties of today's’

economy. At this time the drive is
running 10 percent ahead. of last
year's elfort.

People do care. Given the infor-
mation about our neighbor's need
and the opportunity to respond, we
do reach out in compassion and con-
cern to comfort and support one an-
other.

James Macy,
execatlve dlrector
Food Back of Qakland County

Headlee ad
disappoints
- this reader

To the editor:

1 was disturbed to sec the ads run
by Richard Headlee's company
which . contained mislnformation,
Based on my own query to the Farm-
ington schools administrative offic-
s, it scems there are three import-
ant points that must be clarified.

. . First, the Farmington board may
not act as proponents of the upcom-
ing millage propositions and by law
may not participate in a debate as
Headlee's ad requests.

.Secondly, the $14.'million ‘men-
tioned as the fund equity balance as
of June 30 no longer exists. Approxi-
mately $8 mlilion was already allo-
cated toward legitimate school sys-
tém expenses, and of course, $5.8
malllion was recaptured by the state
recently. .

TI'hate to think of the predicament

our school system would have this
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Thlr;ily. while the tota) budget has *

Fisen faster than the number of stu-
dents, the mix has been such that no
middle or high schools could have
been eliminated. Howev the
growth at the clementary level has
required additional schools.

Undoubtedly, Headlee dislikes the
thought of an increase in taxes. for
hls company and is willing.to pro-
mote mis{nformation in order to sce
the millages defeated. Headlee has
been a political hero to me for many
years, and It disappaints me that he
has resorted to this tactle,

We are thrilled with the education
that our two children are recelving

/In the Farmingfton schools. My sen
attends Highmeadow, and my daugh-
ter attends Alameda. Actually I had
the optlon of sending my children to
any of the private schools In the
area, I Instead chose the Farmington
Schools.

Lunderstand why the millage pro-
posals' must pass. I urge the Farm-
ington Observer to endorse passage

th, -

of bo
Mark F. Mokris,
Farmington Hills

Tax dollars
not used well

To the edltor: -

In the Jan. 3 and 7 issue of the Ob-
server, average SAT and ACT col-
lege entrance exam test scores were.
reported for students in Farmington
Publlc Schools.

It is not acceptable that our stu-
dents performed less than one point
above average on the ACT test and
actually below average on the SAT
test.

It should also bé noted that not

. only are these scores quite medlocre,
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but they represent a decline in per-
formance on these tests.

The SAT results dropped below
last year's results and the lnsignifl-

. cant gap between Farmington ACT .

results .and state average ACT re-
sults was narrowed to less than one
polnt.

This does.not bode, well for stu-
dents in our district trying to galn
admission to the better. collcg- and
unlversities.

In view of the fact that, with or
without the passage of the Feb, 5
school tax Increase proposals, Farm-
ington spends one of the highest
amounts per student in the state and
most of our students come from rel-

nuvc\y affiuent homes, !l is unrea-
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sonable that our test scores are only
at or below state average.

Our tax dollars are not belng ef-
fectively used by our school adminis-
trators. Taxpayers arc paying top
dollar for mediocre results,

Before the community vates ltsclf
another tax Increase for the school
system, it should ask the district to
make better use of the taxes jt'al-
ready recelves.

I encourage people to learn the
facts and vote on Tucsday, Feb. 5.

Richard DeVrien,
Farmingtoo Hills

The price of.
war too high

To the editor:

As the, father of a 24-year-old
daughter, I wish to express my disa-
greement with Presldent Bush's
statement that "no price is too heavy.
to pay" to. force Iraq out of Kuwalt
{New York Times, Jon. 3). The resto-
ration of Kuwait sovereignty
through war is slmply not worth the
loss of llfe it would entail.

I have read many artlcles on the
crisls and have concluded that a
strategy of long-term contalnment
and embargo Is the proper course of
action for the U.S,, its altles and the
United Nations.

An gggressor such as Iraq, an-oll
exporter and regional power, must
be Isolated from the world commu-
nlty and be made to pay-a high price
for its acts but with comparatively
little cost ta the rest of the world,
The prlce here Is destruction of the
Iraqi economy threugh embargo. 1
urge you to counsel the president not
to go to war.

William J. MacQueen,
Blrminghom

Time is most
valuable gift

To the editor:

- I've heard all the excuses, bccnusc
I've used thém all. They range from,
“I don’t have time to visit Aunt Mary
at the nursing home,” “I don't think
she would remember me anyway,”
“I hate the smell of the place,” “I
don’t Tike to be yelled at by the other.
residents when I walk down the hall”

to “1 don't like to sce her room- °

mate’s twisted toes and bedpan when
T'm there.”

Who could argue with this, It's
true But. . . it sthl matters that you

g0, maybe not to you, but to Aunt
Mary for sure.

- I remember years ago, I called my
grandfather at hls nursing heme In
Ohlo and told him we were coming
to vislt. He said that he dldn’t know
who I was, Discouraged, I told my
husband that at least he will know he
had company and we went,

When he saw me across the lobby,
his face it up. I still don't know If he
remembered my name, but after he
dragged out his phate albom and
showed us pletures of his two wlves
he outlived and other relatives, I de-
clded It only mattered that we werc
there. It was obvious he had a good
afiernoon.

Years later with my mother now
in a nursing home and my daughter
now with a driver’s license, I asked
my daughter o go visit her one day, .

I remember my daughter feellng
bad that -1 wasn't ready to let her
drlve ‘my mother to her favorite
drug store to get her favorite candy
bar, When my. daughter returned
home, she sald, “Grandma doesnt
need to go anywhere or even get a
candy bar. She just wants to talk. We
went out to the gazebo and sat to-
gether, She was_just happy-that 1
came." .

Again I was reminded, as If for the
first time, that the kmportant things
In our llvcs are sometimes the sim-
plest «of the most ordinary. Your
time may be someone clse’s most
valuable gift. It matters.

Joni Gardaer,

Livonia -

Opinions are
to be shared

Opinions and idcas are best
when shared wilh others,

That's why 1he Farmingion
Observer encourages its read-
ers to share ther views with
others in the From Our Read-
ers column, E

Subrulling a letier to the ed-
nor for publicationis easy. Let- |
ters should be lypewntien or
printed legibly and kept 10 300
words, Letters must be signed
and mclude the adgdress of the
sender,

Names will be withheld onty
for the best of reasons, and
the decision 10 do 5o wilt be
made by the editor.

Letters should be mailed to:
the editor, The Farminglon
Observer, 21898 Farmington
Road. Farmington 48336,

Livonla e
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Books frenzy
sweeps natlon

QUESTION: I there a textbook

burning frenzy golng oo Io this area?

1t scems articles . are appearing
more and more In Jocal newspapers
and an TV about parents organizing
against what they believe to be too
much child exposure 1o viotence, sex
and Satanic themes o schools, Is this
occurring in ]usl our area or nation-
wide?

Answer: I is nationwide! There is
an all time high of 244 major con-
frontattons between parent groups
and local school boards regarding
this issuc In 38 states, according to a
recent study entitled, “Attacks on
freedom to learn.” People for the
American Way, a non-partisan con;
stitutional-libertics group that teans-
strongly toward an American Clvil
Liberties Union oricotation, com-
pleted the study. .

The * primarily “fundamental”
Christian parent groups in those 39
states have major concerns about
certain  textbooks, certain. school
plays, some supplementary readings
and some video movies,
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C.S. Lewis, Beverty Cleary and other.
taleated authors,

SOME beli
stries

c<pouxu violence, death, the o«mll
total sexual freedom and does not
refléct the “fundamen
which this country was founded

For instance, there is one story in
which a little boy gives another little
bay, a valentine card. Un the next
page, an old traditional rhyme called
“Lavender's Blu¢” has a lne that
hall be gay, dilly ux!

HOWEVER,

goes, “And
ly, and we shall both dance
Some af the pareats oppusing the

thix  children s
eadorsement of

ries interpreted
rhyme to be a cla
male

Onc of the saddest isin
the Rldgeview Elementary School
Distriet In Yu-aipa. Callf. Teachers

ary
reading series cnllllcd “Impression,”
a whole language, literature-based
approach to reading.

OPPOSING CITIZENS viewed
this' as a departure from the funda-
mental basle skils mastery ap-
proach to read that they preferred.
And the opposing parents also saw
violence, sex and the devil popping
up too frequently.

The Yucaipa teacher chairmen
who recommended the serles had
thetr houses cgged, broken glass
thrown on their drlveway, nails driv-
en into thelr car tires and neighbors

‘who wouldn't even say hello to them

or their children. These attacks, 10
me, are by a few extremists found in
any group and do not reflect on those
who have a sincere interest in ex-
pressing their viewpoint.

More than 150 parents attended a
Ridgevlew board meeting wishing to
do away with the “Impressions” se-
ries, However, at the next meeting,
with 1,200 in attendance, a review
committee made up of teachers, ad-
ministrators and parents from every
school bullding gave the series a
<lean bill of health.

‘The “Impresslons’ series, depend-
ing on onc's wlew, s a treasure of
children’s lterature, classic fairy
tales, nursery rhymes and short sto-
ries by writers such as T.S. Elliot,

- & witch hunt,
« find a witch

Y.
One parent, according to the Los
Angelos Times, Urivd 10 make a case
that one coull the face vf the
devil in one ilustration.

On the other hand, Forrest Tur-
pcn executive director of the Chris.
ucators Association Interna
3 ‘cachers get defensive
ness gets in the way of
ould really be Inokln;, it
which is. what’s best for boys and
girls.”

ROUP behieves the
reading series should have greater
on traditional Judvo-Chris-
ues, stories of personal conr-
d to stories emphasaz
air, gloom and hupelessness

for (he
r Donna

straight for-
hn\llm agenda

Prople
croap ditec

wardly pmhm;,
You've got samebody there whi's on

and you bet they will
i miain thrust is
selected to local

to get members
srhool boards.™

So yes; there is a national move-
ment to review and challenpe what
is béing presented to children in the
classroom. Right or wrome s de-
mecracy in aetion

Where is ald this going? 1115 anoth.
er group pushing for schouls of
choice where tuition mo; 5 piven

ts and they seleet the ed-
mment they want for
their children. 3Cs caming whother
public education likes it or not
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