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now statloned there as members of

U.S. combat forces,

“My congregatlon is feellng very

depressed,” sald Shalkoub “We're
Arab-Americans and we have rela-
tlves in those countries, but our sons
and daughters are also serving in
Operation Desert Shleld.”

Metro Detroit, intluding suburban
Oakland and Wayne countles, Is
home to an cstimated 250,000 Arab-
Amerleans,

While the Dearborn area contains
a slzable Moslem communlty, other
western Wayne and Oakland suburbs
contaln large numbers of Christian
Arabs,

Chaldeans, Christlan Arabs trac-
ing thelr heritage to Iraq, have long
been members of the Southfield and
West Bloom{leld communities.

Palestintans, who trace thelr herl-
tage to the troubled West Bank, have
tended to scttle in western Wayne
suburbs.

WHILE MANY people In both
groups retaln strong tles to the Mid-

* dle East, they bristle at any notlon of

divided loyalty.

“The main polnt [s that Chaldeans
are loyal,” satd Josle Sarafa, South-
iteld resident and coordinator of bi-
lingual - programming at' Birming-
ham Groves High School. "‘Chaldeans
are In thly country because ihey
want to llve In a democracy.”

. "My feeling is 1f I could be a-good
cltizen of the old country, I couldn't
be a good cltizen of this country,”
added Shabeen. “My first priority ls
here’ — the U.S. I've been here 40
years."

Ahwal sald Arab-Americans are
particularly hurt that so many peo-
ple automatically assume their loy-
alty lies elsewhere.

“F've had reporters call me who
assume I have a double loyalty and
I'm dismayed by that,” Ahwal said.
“My slster is getting ready to go
over there with the U.S. military and
her husband (also in the U.S. mill-
tary) s already there.” =T

The threat of war, she said, is no
less frightening to Arab-Amerlcans
than to Amerlcans in general.

“I'm- the guardlan of my nicces
and nephews and it's very difficult
knowing there's the chance they
could lose their mother and father,”
Abwal said. -

‘We're Arab Americans
and we have relatives
in those countries, but
our sons and
daughters are also
serving in Operation
Desert Shield.’
—Rev. George Shalhoub,
St. Mary Antiochian
Orthodox Church

Stlll, Arab-Amerleans sald many
of their countrymen fall to realize
that, In the Middle East, national
boundary lines are often as close as
suburban city limits — making
widespread warfare a distinct posst-
bllity and raising fears over distant
relatives.

“IN THE Middle East, countries
are often only 100 mlles away from
cach other, There's great fear, not
only for relatives in Iraq, but for
those in Lebanon, Syria and other
countries,” sald the Rev. Shalhoub of
St. Mary's.

The Merriman Road church is.

halding a candlelight prayer vighl at
6:30 p.m. Monday.

“We're lnviting people of alk
faiths,” Shalhoub said. “We want
Christians, Jews and Mostems to all
pray together.”

“This war will. be onc unlike any
other. The question is does anyone
have the right to start something
that could lead to Armageddon?™
Shalhoub sald,

The multl-national spirit extends
to the Islamic Association of Greater
Detrolt Mosque in Rochester Hills,
"according to lts secretary, “Syed
Mohmood All Khan.

“All thoughtful people hope the
US. and Irag will ‘negotiate and
,avold war,” sald Khan, who was
born in India. Members of his
mosque . come from ‘a variety of
countries including Pakistan, Turkey

and Egypt. "We're all praying for °

peace,” said Khan, .

Area’s Arabs seek Mideast peace

‘dam to be m‘y salvation,” Ahwal

Churches have been a rallying |

point and source of sirength for sub-
urban Arab-Americans.

“Besides being hurt and saddehed
by (the breakdown of} negotiations,
we are praying,” said Sam Yano, a
member of Mother of God Chaldean
Church, Southfleld. “We pray -every
day that God will work a miracle.”

But while they may pray with
Americans of all backgrounds, Arab-
Amerleans know their skin color and
accents make them a potential tar-
get for racism as tenslons mount.

In the time honored tradition of
his faith, however, Shalhoub is coun-
seling his- congregation 1o turn the
other checek,- .

"“We have heard (of incldents)
from seme of our high schoel stu-
dents. But this is something we don't
want to play up. It's tomething, I
suppose that's only normal In a situ-
ation like this, something German
Americans faced during World War
11, he sald, “From our standpoint as
a’church, we're an integral part of
the Livonia and the com-

said. "But we did give him ammuni-

. tion by lignoring the Palestinain

questlon for 50 long. If Iraq pulls out
of Kuwalt lomorrow, there's still a
Palestinian question to be resolved.”

Blrmingham. resldent Barbara
Aswad, a professor of Middle East.
ern studies at Wayne State Universi-"
Ly, said she believes President Bush
is “Inflexible” by refusing to tink dlis-
cusslons on the Iraql withdrawa)
from Kuwait to Isracli-Palestinian
difficulties. B

“WE'VE HAD-a onc-sided foreign

policy in the Middle East for 40 -

years,” she sald, “And It's coming
home to roost.” '

Allegations by Iragl Foreign Min-
Ister Tarlq Azlz that the Unlted
States pursues a double standard
with regard to actlons by Arab na-
tions have also struck a respensive
chord,

I was born here, T love my coun-
try. But I'm very disillusioned,” said
Jean Farida, 2 West Bloomfield
homemaker. “If the U.S. invades-a
Panama or Grenada, It's called na-
tional Interest, If Irag invades, it's
called aggresslon. .

“Kuwalt Is a tloy little portion
that was stolen from Iraq and made
into a country by the British.”

Despite the failure of U.S.Iraql
talks, many Arab-Amcricans still
hope for a diplomatic solution.

"I hope the diplomats work hard,”
sald ‘Henry W. Saad, a Blrmingham
resident who s an attorney with a
-Detroit law firm.

Other Arab-Americans say they

“"oppose war — all war ~ because

they've seen so much of it.
"I don’t want war, period. And I'm

speaking as an American, not as an |

Arab-Amcrican,” said Ahwal, who

fived in the Middle East at the time

of the Six Days War in 1967 and has
visited th

munity has been very good tous."
Others however, liken the situa-
tion more to the fate suffered by
Japanese Amerleans in the days af-
1er Pearl Harbor, .
Statements by Iraqi dictator Sad-
dam Hussein linking a peaceful solu-
tion to new talks on a Palestinian
homeland draw a bittersweet re.
sponse from many Arab-Americans,
“The last thing I want is for Sad-

it bothers me that Presldent
Bush says it will be a quick, clean
war, because I know what war is
like,” Ahwal said. “Not many people
my age know what war is llke. But |
do N !

West  Bloomfield Reporter
James Radebaugh and the Asso-
ciated Press contributed to this
story.
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‘The main point is that Chaldeans are
loyal. Chaldeans are in this country
because they want to live in a
democracy.’ .
- - Josie Sarala
Southfield

SKI SAVINGS

Skis - Boots - Bindings - Poles
Skiwear - Outerwear - Accessories
. Downhill & Cross Country

For-Men, Women, and Children

YOU’'LL GET YOUR BEST DEAL
THIS WEEK AT...
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~ Drexel Sofas Are Truly Quite Fine =~
‘Now They’re Seven Hundred Ninety-Nine.

DAYS ONLY
Save 405 on

C

famous quality in five beauti-
ful styles and an exceptional

selection of custoin order.

{ .
This special offer .ends
Sunday at 5:00 p.m, And
remember, during Gorian's
Winter Sale youcan save H)%
ta 0% storewide.
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