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| By Mary Jane Doerr

-+ | speclal writor '

R I nnyt;uc were to ask what Is the

most often produced opera in
America, in most cases the answer
would be “Carmen” or perhaps “La

~| Boheme.”

" But that ls wrong. Last year,
r| there were 733 performances In the
Unlted States of “Little Red Rlding
Hood,” making contemporary
American composer Seymour Bar-
ab's opera the most often produced
opera- In the U.S. Currently, the
show Is touring Chlna, :
Last weekend in Temple Beth
El's Handleman Social Hall, a
spellbound audience of nearly
1,000, mostly lttle children, wit-

tlon of .2 troupe of three focally
well-known artists kept children
{as little as two yecars old), en-
grossed for nearly an hour.

Seymour Barab himself flew In
{rom Mew York City to sce the
three performers, soprafio Maria
Clmarelli (Little Red Riding Hood),
mezzo-soprano Barbara Younger-
man {mother and grandmother),
and baritene Mark Vondrak (hunt-
er and the wolf) give what he
termed as one of the best perfor-
mances he has cver scen of hls
plece, now nearly 25 years old.

THIS OPERA HAS appeal. Bar-
ab uses hls sophisticated musical
talent as a composer to give hla
thyming libretto rhythm, Of
course, having three such strong
vocalists who know how to enuncl-
ate helped, : -

-,
e .
- :, Mary Jane
2.2 DOErr

Now 70, Barab is a cellist who
has performed with orchestras all
over the country since he first
Joined Stokowski’s All Amerlcan
Youth Orchestra when he was 17.
He Is a founder of New York’s Mu-
sical Antiqua.

He updates this famous Grimm
fairy tale cleverly, not tastelessly
as Sondheim’ does in “Info the
Woods” where “Littte Red™ is
raped by the wolf,

The story is still bad publicity

for wolves which because of [ts
popularlty even the movie "Dance
With Welves™ wlll not change, but
Barab’s version Is extremely fun-

ny.

Sightly dizzy Cimarelli is “Little
Red” who is dying to get out of
dolng her homework. When' sick
grandmother calls on the tele-
phone, she jumps at the chance to
take her a basket of foed, including
some soda 5 '

Cimarelli’s coloratura volce ex-

Record crowd turns out for children's opera

SMm———  ccls as usual, espectally when she

imitates R. Luther Blngaman's ¢x-
pert plano accompaniment of a
mocking bird — a wonderful intro-
duction to opera technlques,
Youngerman takes the dual role
of the mother and the grandmother
and comes up with a “patter” s
to rival any of the similar Gilbert
and Sulllvan routlnes,

VONDRAK  TURNS HIMSELF
Into.a wolf on stage 50 as not to
Irighten the little chlldren, Instead
they laugh at his song “I'm the
wolf, ha, ha, ha, ha.” Vondrak easi-
ly turns the chiidren on with ingra-
tiating acting. ‘L

Apparently director DIChiera
opted to rewrite the flrst part of
the opera, having Vondrak turn
himself into the wolf with his back

to the audlence not to frighten the
children, rather than In the theatrl.
cal way Barab wrote It — with the
actor maklng himsclf up as the
wolf and suddenly taking his coat
off. She cnds the opera with the
three singers dancing around the
wolf's costume.

The simple moveable sets
featuring a bright green and brown
forest are perfect. for taking this
show to schools throughout Michi-
gan. .

Here in Bloomficld Hills, the op-
era was given [n connectlon with
Michigan Opera Theatre Communi-
ty Proegrams as part of the Loren
B, Fischer Cultural Arts Scries for
Children. What a beautiful tribute
by the parents of a 17-year-old
daughter who dicd a number of
years ago.

! the reason why. Karen Di-
;’ Chlera’s high energy stage direc-
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3 tion and award presentation is 7:30

made some photographs of some of
the local people. I realized as'1 was
shooting that a certaln thought pat-
tern and method of photographle
preparatlon had gone through my

% mind that helped me to capture nat-

ural, strong images on fllm.

I thought 1 would share these with
you today In my column with hopes
that you will bring home some Im-
pact-fllled people pletures on your
next photo venture.

To begin with, I'd recommend us-
ing 400 speed {llms [n cither color or
black and white. Higher ASA films

will enable you to hand-hold at a
safer, faster shutter speed and use a
amaller aperture to increase depth-
of-field.

A medlum telephoto lens such as
135mm (or telephoto zoom) will al-
low you to move in close and fill the
frame while keeping at a comfort-
able, non-intimidating shooting dis-
tance,

IF TAKING candlds of people, try
to attract a minlmum amount of at-
tentlon to yourself. Blend In with the
surroundings and become a quiet ob-
server of what's going on,

Pre-determine exposure and focus
by pointing your camera at an object
ncar your subject. Then quickly
mave the camera to the subject and
snap the shutter. Fumbitng with
your camera cantrols while aiming
at the subject may cause them to
move away and yau'il lose the shot.

There may be times when. candlds.
won't work. If 50, slmply ask permls-
sion to photograph. Most often, peo-
ple will cooperate, espectalty If a
few coins are offered. Check local
customs, however, In some coun-
tries, people may- take offense at
being olfered money.

® The Friends of the Ferndale
Public Library will hold their 16th
noual photo contest and exhlbit
Feb. 12 to March 2. Opening recep-

pm.Feb 12, ° . .

Short Shots

rie model sesslon and the winterfest,
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 10,
will feature models In fndoor and
outdoor winter. fashions. This one
will be held.at Camp Wathana in
Holly. For Informatlon on either

Competlition, black and white and
color, is open to all area non-profes-
slonal photographers. Entry fce Is $5
per._category, limit, two prints per
category. -

For entry form, send stamped,
sclf-addressed envelope to Friends
of the Ferndate Publlc Library, C/0
Photographie Committee, 222 E.
Nine Mlle, Ferndale, 48220.

® Alan Lowy Photographle Studle
of Farmington Hills will host phato
sessions In January and Feburary.
‘The scasions, 10 a.m. 10 noon and 1-3
p.m. Sunday, will be a boudolr/linge-
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library plua largo uppor library aroa.
dock. $425,000 H-171519
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event, send & stamped self-addressed
No. 10 envelope to Alan Lowy Pho-
tography, Studio,C/0O Michigan Pho-
tography Workshops, 28830 W. Eight
Mile, Farmington Hills.

@ A workshop on photographic
documentien of artwork will be held
718 p.m. Jan. 31 at Detroit Focus
Gallery, 743 Beaubien, Detroit. 1t
will be condicted by Jay Jurma and
will be a lecture

#® Michlgan Photographic Historl-
cal Society wlll meet at 2 p.m. Satur-
day at Halsted Gallery, 560 N, Wood-
ward, Birmingham. Tom Halsted,
gallery owner, will will talk about
the joys and pitfalls of hls speclality.
Program Is open to the public at no
charge. . . .

# Paint Creek Center for the Arts
in Rochester Hills offers a flve-ses-
slon Black and White Photography
Workshop on three Tuesday evenings
and two Saturdays beglnning Feb.
12. Workshop participants need the
background of a basic photography
class, For informatten, call the Cen-
ter for the Arts, 651-4110.

* Monte Nagler's basle photogra-
phy classes begln this month ~—

Tuesday, Jan. 22 at the Farmington/
! 1]

Fill people pictures with impact

However, a couple of pesos was all
it took ta get permission to photo-
graph the mother and child shown
here. And having my comera pre-

{Monte
- Nagler

photography -

focused with pre-d
mincd enabled me-to concentrate on
capturing the spontaneity of the
moment.

A thorough famillarity with your
camera equipment is essential if you
are te operate quickly and unobtru.

sively. One further note: If photo-
graphing in a foreign land, no model
release Is required,

T
Information, ¢all the gallery, 962-
9025 noon to 6 p.m, Y-S
urday.

BIRMINGHAM NEW CONSTRUCTION
Promium location with convenlonce 1o downtown. Charming with gatehouso-
brick courtyard ontrance. Large living soom with fireplace, tormat dining or

Master sulte with firoplace, Jocuzzi and

KIRK IN THE HILLS
Complototy updated contemporary ranch with gontly slop-
Ing promium Jol. Groat dock and patlo to rear. Wondortul
focation In an aroa of fino homos, $349,000 H-178018

SCHOOLS
Lovely 4 bodroom ranch with private yard, matura trees
and woods. Circular drlva, naw landscaplng, nowor kitchon,
, codar closots, $220,000 H-175442

1two furnn

For F Hills Ce House -
{477-8484) and Wednesday, Jan, 23 at
the C House of Birmi

14

ham (644-5832).

A COUNTRY MANOR

Cammanding hilitop satting with 3.5 acros o rofling torrain. Quality old wortd
datalling throughout this lovely catate. Boautiful lorge Indoor coramic tiled pool.
Six bedrooms, library, 3 full and 2 hall baths, long verands tor soclal guthor-

ings. $525,000 H-176821
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Pre-determining exposure and focus helped
Monte Nagler obtain this impact-filied photo-

633 Stanley, Birmingham
(8. of Brawn & E. of Southfield)

DRAMATIC BIRMINGHAM CONTEMPORARY

Pramlum In fown locatlon, Two-story living room with tots of windows, oxposed
oak baams, floating stalrcose. Family room with firaptace and Fronch doors.
Striking mastor sults, marble spa, 4 flropluces, oxtensivo s of alass blocks

Vorsalite dosign! $449,800 H-174793

OPEN SUNDAY
s

1-5
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A warm tamily com
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WING LAKE PRIVILEGES
Summer aad wintor fun, Quallty foaturea in hordwood
floors, & panel doors, crown moldings, 2 firoplaces. Nowar
khichon afid baths. Basomont. $239,000 H-176717

GEORGETOWN

munity with planned soclal actlvilies and

Birmingham  schools. Privala woodod back. Six pannl
doors, hardwood floors, dock, 4 bedrooma. $203,500 K-

Speucial fomily home with Birmingham schools. Lota of cus-
tom foaturos and boaullfully malntained. Lovely private
pool nred. Carod for with ove. $395,000 H- 165702

T

1624 Apple Lane
(N. of Long Lake & W. of Franklin)

s

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY
Essox Ciub 3 bodroom, 2% bath with great room,
fital fioor (nundry. Bonultully docoratod wiih lots of

exiras throughout. $229,000 H-17693 1

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4
Promium Kirk in tho Hills location plus atf new. intenort B
Fioors of marble, bleached onk and curmmic Wl Solunun,
with whirlpoot and poo! walk-out. $357.900 M- 177142

custom
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PRICED TO SELL
library,  $2500 toward points to ba pald by soller. Grot Troy toca-
tlon with elavated seliing and low malntonance back ynra.
Large masto sulle, tmily roam, dan. $208,500 H- 174728

Hannett, Inc. Realtors
2511 w..maple at cranbro;)i( 646'6200 hlr;tllngﬁém r'ni'48009 f*

open monday through friday 8:30-7:00 p.m., saturday 9-6 p.m. and sundﬁy 106 p.m,

ok
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Is 8 move t6 FLORIDA In your future?
Call John Hannett for porsonal service
both here and thero!

646-6200

Estates Club
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