With city attorney’s OK, Marks

By Joanna Mafiszeweki
stall writer Marks’ unsuccessful 1990 senatorial
campaign and donated $1,000, But
the developer did _nat contrlbute
muney to Marks' 1989 city. council
campaign when he voted to Intro-
duce Kaftan's rezoning that July.

City attorney John Danohue
agreed with Marks that the council
man has no conflict of Interest.
Marks has no financial interest in
the ‘Kaftan rczanlng or proposed
])YU)!,'(‘I

"I find no conflict of interest un-
. der Lhe charter,” Donochue sald.

“Morality and cthics.”

That's what Hillside ¥states Con-
dominium resldent Joan Lewan.
dowskl sald was the issue when she
asked Farminglon Hills City Coun-
ciknan Ben Marks to abstain from
vutlng Monday on_ developer Mel
Kaftan's request to rezone acreage
to induslrial-research-office.

T do not feel, nov have T telt .
that 1 should be penalized -and nut
vole,” Marks sald. “1 don't think per-
ception bas anything te do with it.”

Lewandowski was the only resi-
dent who asked Marks not te vote on
Kaftan's request because of possible
conflict of interest

The developer served as co-chair.

‘MAYOR ALDO Vagnozzi said
three options were available, Marks
could voluntarily abstain, action

iman of a fund raising eyent for-

would depend on the city attorney's .

opinlon, ur the: city. council could
votc on whether Marks should casta
allot.

I think thls is one of those gray
areas . . . where a council member
shoutd make his own decision,” coun-
cilman Terry Sever said.

Brenda Kandt of Citizens Against
IRO Zoning criginally asked Marks
in 1990 1o abstain from voting on the
rezoning request because of possible
conflict of interest. Kandt, however,
did not address the issue Monday.

The council let Marks make up his

. "own mind. And he voted.

“I think we might rue the day,”
Marks said as he cast hls minority
vote in favor of Kajtan's rezoning. 1
think we are being short-sighted. 1

think we got imbued in an argument |

- loves c-hazardous malerials
concerns).” °-

Marks said that those who belleve
IRO is nat good for the city have
“their heads in the sand.” Taxes
from such development would help
build the city's infrastructure, he
added.

- Marks agredd with councilman
Larry Livhtnan who said he found st
incredible that after chapges in the
RO zoning ordinance that toxic-haz.
ardous materials concerns remain,

"l don't find the IRO poses any
geeater threat with toxie-hazardous
than any other zone an e elly”
Lichtmian said,

LICHTMAN ALSO said thit he be-
lieves i an office is developed on
Kaftan's 145 acres, east of Drake

Thursday. Janvory 17, 1981 O&E

(FRA

Road, north of Grand River, it will
be “cut rate’” with more intense de-
velopment and maore intense traffic
than an IRQ development. “I don't
think residents on Drake Road will
like that,”

Despile Lichtman's and Marks’
commenls, the remaining five coun.
cil members cast a vote of opposi-
tion to Kaftan's rezoning request.

“1 am oppased tu spol zoning
around town,” cuuncilwoman Jean
Fox sad. She added that she contin
ues to oppose an earlier dectsion that
extended geographic boundaries for
1RO development to the whole caty.

Nancy Bates snd that she is-un-
happy that the berm buffering Hill
side from the Kaftan property went
up and nothing was done when it wis

‘casts his vote

found to be on the’ wrong :Ide of the
property line.

T just don't feel § can bclray resi-
dents who researched the zoning and
purchased hormes based on 0S-1 (the
current sall effice zoning and des-
jgnated use i the master plan for
thie Kaftan tandy”” Bales said.

Jonathan Grant said he bd.lu.vu
the 08-17oning is “'a reasonable use”
for the Kaltan dand Grant acknowl-
cdged that in 1989 city council
election he promised he wouldn't
support the 1RO zomng

Cltiz Against {RO Zoning en-
dorse s and Mayor Aldo
Vapnia i stand against IRO
1n the 1989 couneil election

l Wiink the g ast,” Vagnorz
b cast the, fina) ballot

Hills council denies controversial rezoning request

"We believe Mr. Kaftan Is an hon-
orable man. And the agreement we
hammered out is In the best interest
of the Hillside . residents and “the
city,” conde association president
Gerald Kennedy said.

Continued from Page 1

Hesidents  from . Independence
Wills and Independence Commans
subrlivisions”— off Drake Road near
the Kaftan property — and residents
from Hillside 'Estates "Condomini-
ums, immediately rorth of the Kal-
tan property, spoke on both sides of
the issue.

* Most clearly “divided were con-
dominjom residents, the majority of
whotn  supported Kaltan. Many

Kalan's architect Leonard Segal
said, “I think there is general con-
sensus this site is not the best office
sile in the city of Farmington Hills.”
1{e added that 1HO could accommo-
date the berm. “It's likely an office

spoke of the agreemment the condomi-  use  cannot  accommedate  those
nium association just extended with  bherms

Kaltan, which would protect a berm .

tor the condos that is'illegally placed THE AGREEM which Raf-

on his adjacent land, 1an’s atterney, Jity Ginn of South-
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* plans during a rezoning,”

.after Kaftan's architect,

ORCHARD-10 IGA ]

ficld, 101d city officials could be used
as a deed restriction that he would
honor, would “have ensured only
120,000 square feet of one-stery
buildings built into the slope of the
land. The buildings also would huve
been air-conditioied so doors and
windows would not be upened and
provide noise for residents

“1 get very antsy when | see site
city plan-
ning consultant Claude Coates said
Leonard
Segal, displayed the developer's plan
for the land,

Hillside residents whose., condos

would face Kaflan's [RO ¢ op-
ment favored the ‘rezoning They
said they preferred s JRO plan 1o
the ehance of having a two-story off-
ice butlding staring at them
“IUs my ivestient and ty
hite

wsly
I telieve what Mr. Kallan

offered a8 far better than an office

building a couple stories high looking
down .iRto my residence.” Hitlswde
resudent Donaldd Sanelson said

A couple Hillside cesidents
disagreed. “1f any of you lived there
would you want Lhis oulside your hy-
g roam™ Pearl Burpdor! asked
the couneit .

SUBDIVISION residents, armed
with “na te IRO™ ‘buttens, opposed
the rezoming Many argued that the
potenttal hamrds from IRG uses re-
man. unknown. “I think there 1s
chancs yuu could be recklessly
ferent Lo the concerns 2
smd Greg Halberstadt, president of

soctlion
But Kaltan's atterney Gian said,
“at this point the city has built in ef-
*fective saleguards with IR0
Independence Commons resident
Barry Brickner spoke of spot zoning
=1 purchased my property knowing.

nev Hills Homeowners As--

what i was getting. To allow
change uf this nature un one par
would start o dangerous precedent

Other residents spoke of how the
Kafun rezoniag would allow contia:

“ured encruachment of industrial uses

into residential areas. Others asked
why the land should be rezoned whr
there appears to be no hot demand
now for IHO property.

“The ity had the foresight o cre-
ate a master (land-use) plan. It's &
Rood master plan Why in the world
would you want to ¢ ge it for une
prerson”” satd 1t M. of Citizens
Agaanst TRU Zonang,
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