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Miteh Ryder Is legeadary around

boy who made good
In the mid-1960s when America
was jn the throes of the British tn.
vasion, Ryder and his band, the De-
troit Wheels, helped keep Ameri-
can rock on the charts with a string
of top-10 hits like “Devil With a
Blue Dress On/Good Golly Miss
Molly,” “Jenny Take-a Ride': and
. “Sock It to Me — Bab;
-After Ryder decided to go solo,
his carcer suffered untll 1983 and
the release of “Never Kick a Sleep.
Ing Dog,” which Included. an infece
tlous cover of Prince’s “When You
Were Mlnc" He's currently in the
Freet vl got staned awith

Detroit rocker Mitch Ryder, atter. making a comeback in 1983 with "Never Kick a Sleeping Dog," is in the process of trying
to get signed with an American record company.

Mitch Ryder: Tuning in a comeback

these parts. He's the original local |

‘When we did it, we all lived with mom’

50 we could just be wild men.’

— Mitch. Rydor

Da you get angry radio statlons
play your older songs ull the time
but won's listen to your newer mu.
sie?

“Its frustsating.”

Your album "How [ Spent My Va.
cation” was very personal. Do you
think it was too far ahead of lts
thme? )

“I'm not sure. It wasn't on a ma-
jor label (many of the songs dealt
With sex between men). It think it
was a magnificent effort.”

¢lubs, but there are more bands
that want to play It's harder for a
group now. When we did it, we all
Lived with tom so we could just be
wild men. But people who need to
have an income will have a really
hard time trying 1o be a band
Detroit

“Our economy 1s always differ-
ent’in Detroit than the national
era When the rest of the cuun-
in a recession, we're in a de-
pression. When the rest of the
country is having good times, we're

an Amnnmn record company.

In a telephune conversation,
Ryder talked about his current
mini-lour, his past and his thoughts
on music.

What bave you beeo up to lately?

“Well, we've had about five re-
leases in Europe (since “Never
Kick a Sleeping Dog™. We jusl re-
turned from i tour there. This ss
our off-scason right now. I've gol
same pew material and 1've been
working an that

“We don't have 2 de
passed oul seven desn
en months ago, and haven't heard
anything yet, but thal's just part of
the game

Any plaps to re-relense It?

“No. It needs to be treated like a
diary — something that's looked
back on-oceasionally.

Juhn Cougar produced “Never
Kick a Stecpig Dug.” Arc you
Ruing to work with bim agalo?
“John is going ta be a film star,
talked to his brother, and he said
that Johkn's working a moviv he's
been making for years, He's also an
artist of some repnte now - he
paints pretures. So if you want to
see John, you'll have to look for
harn m a museum

You sose from the Detroit local
seepe. [tis different now?
“I seems like there are enaugh

Sfrom me

new We don't M-L dressed inoany
parbicular way

Nospandex pants?
“Tdoown a paar. bul [ don't wear

W They 14t that's the important
thing W' usually dress in black.
The culor bl 15 a_ good

roch'n'roll calor
ness

X
1t conyeys dark-

What do you thisk of the musie 1o
day?

" ke T histen to ot on the ral
dio every. day. IUs very famaliar,
aot alien o me What dovs sound”
abien s new age music, 1 like 11, but
it's alica. Toads croaklng, the
sound of waves The pic

vho listen to l pmh.‘lhly work ln
vitunin stares and run 25 million
raales o day

IN CONCERT

® SANCTUARY

Sanctuary will perform with guests,
Blitzspeer, Monday, Jan. 21, at Key West,
24230 W. Six Mile, near Telegraph, De-
troit. An all-ages show. For information,
call $92-0090

® APPLE/TRINIDAD TRIPOLI BTEEL
BAND

Apple will perform an ali-ages show &-
9 pm Monday, Jan. 21, ai the Blind Pig,
208 5 Furst, Ana Arbor. Trinidad Tripoli
Steel Band will perform 9.30 1o close. For
information, call $96-8555

® MOD .

Mod will perform Tuesday, Jan. 22, at
Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor. For
Information, call 996-2747

® MIKE KATOH AND WILD A'S

Mike Katon and the Wild A’s will per-
form Tuesday, Jan. 22, at the Blind Pig,
208 S First, Ann Arbor. For [nrormauon.
call 9968505

® PRECIOUS METAL .

Precious Metal will perform  with
guusts, Rarracuda, at Key Wesl, 24230 W
Six Mile. Detroit. Dours at 8 pm. All ages.
show For intormation, call 592-0090
@ JUICE

Juice will perfurm Wednesday, Jan. 23,
at Riek's Cafe, 611 Church. Ann Arbor.
For information, call 496-2747.

@ PONTIAC :

Ponlize will ‘perform with guests,
Catharsis, Wednisday, Jan 23, at the
Bhind Pig. 208 § First, Ann Arbor For
informalson. call 496-855%.

® GENERALS/STRANGE
BEDFELLOWS

Generals and Sll’ll\Kk Bedfellows =il
perform Thunday, Jan. 24, al 3-D Dance
Club, 1815 N Masn, north of 12 Mile
Raad. llu).ll Oak For nformation. call
589-334

® SKANIGHT

Ska bands Goon Skwad and Etch-'A*
Sketch will perform Thursday, Jan. 34, at
Club Herdelberg, 218 N Main, Ann Arbor
For information, call 994-3562

® KNAVES

Knaves will perform Thursday, Jan
24, at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church. Ann Ar-
bur For inforniation, call 996-2747

® JAX MYTH/OIFFERENCE

Jax Myth will perform a no-doot-
charge show 63 pm Thursday. Jan 24,
at the Blind Pug, 208 § First, Ann Arbor
The Difterence wilt perform 9.30 pm 10
close Forinformation, vall 9968555

® THESHY

The Shy wiil perform Friday, Jan 23
at Lalr's 21. 2930 Jacob, oft Jos Campat.
Hamtratck For information. call 875-
6555

@ SPEAKERS CORNER
Speakers Corer will pertarm Friday,
Jan 28, at Cross Street Station, 513 Cross

Matt Walroba of
will be one of artists perform-
ing in the 14th annual Ann Ar-
bar Folk  Festival Saturday,.
Jan. 26, al Hill Auditorium.

Plymouth

information, call ¥94-3562.

® NOIZE THAT HURTZ
Nowse That Hurtz will perform with

. -guests, Faith Healers and Culture Shock,

Friday, Jan. 25, at the Blind Pig, 208 5.
First. Ann Arbor For information, call
996-8555.

® CANDLE MASS

Cand)e Mass wil perform mu: Atheist,
Bitter End, Repulsion and Harm's Way
#niday, Jan. 25, a1 St. Andrew’s Hal), 431
£ Congress, Detroit. Doors open 7:30
pm Tickets are $12.50 in advance. All-
ages _show  For informatles, call 961-
MELT

@ LIVING COLOUR

Living Colour will perform with Urban
Dance Squad 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 25, at
1l Auditorium, Thayer and North Unu.
versily streets, Ana Arbor. v

“tickets are $14 50 and $17.50. For infor-

mation. call 99-MUSIC

® ARS

ARS (formerly Atlanta Hh Sec-
tion} will perform Friday, Jan. 25, at Key
West, 24230 W, Six Mile, Detroit. Doors
open at B pan For information, call 592
2030

#® THE DEADBEATS

The Deadbeats will perform Friday,
Jan 25, at Rick’s Cafe. §11 Church, Ann
Arbor For, mlnrmzuam call 996-2747.

® TREMOR REVIEW

The Tremor Heview will take place
Saturday, Jan. 26, at St. Andrew’s Hall,
431 E Congress, Detrait Show starts at
330 pm Bands scheduled 1o perform.
See Dick Ren, Orange Roughies, Art
Lyzak's Lucky Dogs, 3-D Invisibles, Cine-
cyde. Strange Bediellows, Inside Out,
Bushmasters.” Happy Accidents, Cuppa
Jue. Va-Voorn and Shouting Club. For in-
formation, cal! #61-MELT.

5t, Ypsilaou. For calt 485-
3050

@ CULTURE SHOCK
Culture _Shock  will

guests. Lunancy, Friday, Jan. 25, at Club

Herdelberg. 215 N Main Ann Arbor For

perform  with -

® Sunsore. il perform with
Westh of Cortiad, Dighead Convention
and Toxic Shock, Saturday, Jao. 26, at
Club Exit. 29481 John R., at the corner of
2 Mile Road, Madison Heights. For in-
formation, call 544-1298,

0 4 facession. One TRINE aboat e
troit s that it’s more charilable
than other p I'cople here are
mare giving, there's mare reaching
out. {t's a marked difference fre
the national average Maybe w
more fanuhar with how out o well
off feels ke

What are your audicn
“There's @ good A
mount of voung  peopb

ve probably heard aboui mie

fram thetr grandparents

What will you play at sour upcaqs.
ing show at the Blind Pig?

“Good stuff Very stalisin
what people waoull expect
@ good nuy of

Your probably are not a health-nut

1.1 kad o become that way

LOCAL

There was W much 1f-indul:
senee and obs e behavior left
aver fram the S0 12 ook its tall

un e payeholgeatty

You're-into clean livieg then”
Putilicly, ves

il gader u il perform Sat-
i he Blined Pug.
Arbor Show
rul Hpm Twkes
fee and aral-
rtMaster ou
pheme call 6

REVIEWS

Here are the top 10 songs on “Detrort
Munic Sces which 1x heard 45 pm
Sundays irepeated 530630 pm Tues-
daysion WDTH-FM 909

T Sty Here! sm.mu) Stew
2 7 Unly 4 Pieture.” Kea

3 My Late I Ttumed
Rand

4 Despetation.” The Gear

3 “Tume Will Tell.” Jimmy Booes and

the tiens erobbers
“Alexander Ellison

Dﬂruu Blues

0 “Rgaar Kvaran
7 Luckin the Laughter,” Hansibals
H Vampire's Dance.” Dark Theater
v

]

Sad Mr * fHlae Nimbes
v The Cancer S0ng.” Andy Breckman

CUTTING
EDGE -

Here are 10 albums (5o particular or-
derl in heavy sotation on “The Cutung
Edge.” which 15 beard 8 pm to 3 am

nightly on CIMX-FM 82 7.

STANDING
LIKE SHADOWS
“— The Ragnar
Kvaran Group

Lake

[
results of more lh.m a decade nl in-
ventive music making This band 15

v Kvaran who wnites many
and pli

SONKS, SIS von
the guitar.

Kvaran §s°a nauve of lwhml and s
also attended “high school” i India
(He's ‘pow based In comparatively
non-cxatic Ann Arbor)
experiencey in these countries as the
basis of many of s well-written
songs. °

His song, “Children,” for example.
has fyries that manages to be at ence
maslerful, strange and touching -
quite simply, they 1l blew you away.

In the epic, Kvaran describes the
“hills to the narth” where he talks

- with a boy and a girl who died 0 a
flre in the hills in 1945. "To the best
of my knawledge, no one else sees
them. This must have to do with the
fact that | was born on-that d
Something was  passed  along,
Kvaran siags/talks.

What do they talk aboul? “Meta-
physics is a waste of tizne with them,
howevee assing on aboul  the
meanlng of life and steath confbses
them . . . They ask me If [ go to the
muvies, if 1 like spaghetti, if 1 can
dance. They know they're tost 1

He uses his. .

RAGNAR KVARAN
»;a Vi |
o B

AN LR MR

don't think they htiow. they're dead ™

With Jyries Tike llww you can
spend some enjoyable time just
reading e words without even put-
ting the recurd on the tuentable. But
do listen to the recard, because s
well worth your while.

There are 1o obvious comparisons
10 other groups on the adbum. In-
stead, Iillle wisps of recognizable in-
Huences drift in and out of the sangs
Sometimes you hear a fittle it of
Tom Petly, there's parts thal sobnd
sommething ke Neil Young and even
some Stan Hidg (of Wal) of Voo
doo fame). The three ditferent gust

X ranlee some fancy play-

s are shared by Kvaran,
Kurt Browne and Terry Vogel, sa the
songs. sound different depending on
wha's singing 1 you don't like one
cul, hsten o the next because ib's
sure to sound different
1t all adds up te an eclecte, -
tensely ereative tix
- Judl Hanudton

of the bunch. -

NOWHERE
— Ride
Rade s somesbiat of o pech witad)
retrospertive, grasping at those iee
fursy pychiedelic gortar mcladies of
the 1960s and dressing Woup
1450y prrspective fsans bellbuttinis
and plattorm shoee, we hope:
Amid their contemporaries Stoaes
Charlatans, UK and Inspiral
Ride mnpht be e aetsinest

o a conclusion car v be
drawn from the fuct the band was
formed 10 Bratisho Art Setosal,
where the Rulhing Stones
Kinks were initially
sory histen o “Nowh e
this beyond the seope of gudt byan
shitution

Lels say Hide™s misic s i tad 1m
pressionistic Mark Gardernet™s vo
cials and  guitars swarl oin prand
strakes designed to be fnind altering
as well as eagaging Tn issence, Ride
tries to caplure the moment on mu
sweal eanvas .

The vibe s there, man Dig” Bedy
cund aml spirit are Warking as vne,
even if Garderner is’ left repeating
NODSENSIC the word “paralyzed’
10 numbhing ln-nm\\ 1 one pumber
Peace: cool daddy-0

OF course, anmless Iyries are oply
part of (e equation” Numbers i
"Nowhere” are alse abound wath
proteacted gaitar hines that are diz
zying and darzling in et panacie
At their worst, Rude execcutes what

nd

can be desertted as guitar masturba-

wna

The entremes of this are borne ol
i the song “Dreams Burt Down ™ A
gorgeons, cascading guitar melwdy s
rudely crashed inlo by the worst Son-

Youth feedback drone heard this
e of the Holland Tunnel Trying o
merge the past with the feture ap-
parently has s drawbacks.

Oband yes, the touch of the violin
at the epd of pour Trail™ further
enbances the image of these mosdy
Hrils as aristes

A tad eymeal” T|n- fatest parade
af musieal archivists have become
1some as an unsightly bunch

hairs  They need 1o be

of e

Larry OConnor

REVERBERATION
— Echo &
The Bunnymen

W Lncup, some Cexotie”

musscal instruments and more than -

a touch of neo’psychedelia. Echo &
The Bunnymen has put together 1s
hirst album  sinee frontman
McCullough left the hand Lo pur(ue a
solo career
“Heverberation”

15 an inleresting,

- though lghtweight effort

The album’s lyrics are a wellan-
tentioned atlempt at continuing in
the McCullough vein -+ dark, vio-
lent, utterly scornful of society’s de-
struchve, materialistic side

Consider these Jines from “Thick
Skinned World © A thick-skinned
warld will feign concern for reasons

‘we have yet 1o learn Preserve the

world - tor haby's sake.. for baby
must accumulate

Missing, however, are the literary
references, the conviction and the
haunted aura of old-time. Bunnymen
gems Newcomer Nocl Burke does a
goad job techmically on vocals, but
somehow Yacks passion, as when he

takes on wife-abusing lager louts in
“King of Your Castle:” “King Rat,
god al the barstoo}, hold your court./
So self-centered, 5o deluded, so self-
taught.”

Missing, too, is the desperate,
driving Bunnymen sound — crashing
Ruitars and drums that build to a cl
max. Instead, the swirls of the mel-
lotron and the farfisa organ match
those of the refiecting ink on the the
cassette's cover and the sitar —
praminent on scveral songs — pro-
vides a definite late Beatles feel.

“Reverberation,” dedicated to the,

original (human) drummer — Is a
warthwhile post-McCullough effort
but will probably disappoint hard-

corc Bunnymen fans.
— Matt Jachman

Jate Pete DeFreltas — the band's .



