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Messiah or maniac? Only Brad Stine knows for sure

By Larry O'Connor
statf writer

Brad Stine unusval? Not really.
te's just your average fire eating,
razor blade chewing, steel rod swal-
- lawing and pose flossing screaming
comedian, Oh, and yes, Stine adds,
. he's the chosen “Messiab of Improy.”
“What can I say, I'm the comedy
of the 905, said Stine in a telephone
- interview from ‘Anchorage, Alaska.
Leno’s . called and he's quitting.
cinfeld’s  quitting, They sald,
Please get out of the business. We
- bave [amilics to feed." ™
R of Improv is mrhnps
strclchlng it a bit. Punny definitely.
Stine produces more laughs during a
15-minute phonu cenversation than a
feather tickling contest.

Every question is promptly turned
inlo a stand-up routine on the war in
the Persian Gull, e slumping aulo.
mobile mdmu) umk lleged comedic
hotbed of Indiz Ind,

Then he stops 1bn .

“Are you getting thi Il down?,”
he asks, suunding cancerned. “Don’l
ask me to repeat any of this, [ just |
ramble.”

From the ramble this much is
gleaned. Stine wis Born 1n Indkanap-
olis, Ind., and moved 10 Los Angeles
when Iw [

STlf\l‘ ORIGINALLY started out

as 4 magicia vitehed to stand-

T up comaedy years age, He
ways wanted to be a conpedian

COMEDY

“Besides when's the last time
you've seen a'magician having a TV
sitcom.”

Stine has appeared on the Ha
Chaonel, MTV and Showtime. He's a
growing force on the club clreuit,
though his upcoming appearance at
Mark .Ridley’s Comedy Castle this
week is his first engagement at that
club.

Much of his act, such as swallow-
tng nese floss and then having.it re-
cemerge from his nostrils, was per-
fected as a magiclan. His comedy
heroes are Steve Martin and Monty
Python, both masters of the absurd
and off-beat.

“Steve Martin and Monty Python
were ;,cnlusus.' he says. “What's
amazing is they did that show in
1969. Also, they come from England,
and ®o ene is funny from England.”

Stine screams a lot. during his
stand-up routine. ‘He also sweats
“like a pig.” Since his act is high-en:
ergy. improwisational, comparisans
to Rohin Willlams are natural, Stine
doesn't like it
hat's like saying the wheel on
the tractor and the wheel on the car
are the same,” Stine satd. “Just be-
cause it’s improvisatlonal and high-
energy, they look for a hook.”

But, unlike Witllams. Stine's rou-
tine is squeaky clean. He prefers it.

STINE STILL shocks audiences, In
his magician days, apparently- teo
much. His razor blade chewing rou.
tine included fake blood running out

CLUBS

of his mouth, People catlng dinner at
a club in Newport Beach, Calif,,
dlda‘t appreciate it and complalned
to management.

For the most part, though, Stine
said audiences appreciate something
different than the.regular sland -up

ap. RS

“I never had that problem of los-
ing control,” Stine says. "You might
have an audience that Is conserva-
tive who don't know what's going on.

. . You still have to sell yourseld.
You have to get them involved.

“When they trust you, they'ld let
you run wlth it."

How far Stine runs remains to be
suen, The ability to make up comedy
routines as you.go along is left but 10
a few

T

dy comes natural.

“It's like passing the mantel
down™ be sald. “We had Jonathan
Winters who was a god of improvisa.
tional comedy, and then we had Ro-
bin Williams. *

¢ they said, *Tt's Bradley's

Brad Stine will appear Tues-
day through Saturday. Jan,
at Mark Ridlew's Comediy €

L Fourth, Royal Gak. Shotr
are 530 pom. Monday

umes
through Thursday und 5:38 and 11

pom. Friday and Saturday. For
informatinn, vall 542.9900,

again, this is a “Thor-like”
Ruy we're talking about here. Come-

Brad Stine
may be
stretching it a
bit in
classitying
himself as the'
Messiah of
Improv. but his
audiences do
admit that he
can make
them laugh.

Here aredistings of sonte comae.
Ay clubs an our area T let us
Ko who (s uppeuning at’ your

clih, semd the nformation to;
Comedy dastinus, hsereer &
contric Pt

.S.meh raft daren an150

© COMEDY NIGHT

Greg Russell, Stacey Duford and
Revin O'Neill ulnnr with Ren Ilumm
will perform 1 “Comedy
pn-wnwn! by St [hidary Youth (nm

Jan. 26, in the
serad hall, Elmira Road, pust
east of Telegraph Road, Redford.

Show time is 8 pm Tickets are -$7
For mformation, call 533-1561

® CHAPLIN'S EAST

Don Reese will appear along with
Dan Ditlia and Stkawn Scurboraogh
lin’ 2226, at

Chnplln's East, - 34244 Groesbeck,
‘raser. Show times. are 8:30 p.m.
Tuwh) thraugh Thursda
and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Salurcﬁy

For informalion, call 792-1902.

L] CHAPLIN S PLYMOUTH

Brad Carver will appear along
with Chrls Barnes Wednesday-Satur-
da an. 23-26, at Chaplin's Plym-
uulh. 14707 Narthville. Show times
are 8:30 Wednesday and Thursday;
#:30 and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sal-
urday. For information; call 454-
1680,

© CHAPLIN'S WEST

Jack Marion will appear with
Tommy Nolen and Ray Ei-
flerWoednesday . through  Saturday,
Jan. 22-26, at Chaplin's West, 16890
. Telegraph, onc block south of Six’

Mile Road. Show tmes are x 30 p.m,
Sunday through Thursday; 8 d
10:30 p.m. Friday and Salurdn) For

infarmation, cal} 533.8866.

® MAINSTREET

Kirkland Teeple will perform Fri-

day-Saturday, Jan. 25-26, at Main-
Street Comedy Showease, 314 £, Lib-
erty, Ann Arbor. Show times are 8:30
and 11 p.m. Friday and 7, 9 and 11
p.m. Saturday. For information, cail
4996-9080,

® COMEDY CASTLE
Brad Stine will perform with Gary

Thison Tuesday-Satorday, Jan. 22
26, at the Comedy Castle, 269 IS
Fourth, Royal Oak: Show tume is 7

pm. Wednesday-Thursday and & 30
and 11 pm. Friday and Saturday
For reservations, call 542-9900.

® JOEY'S LIVONIA

Stunt Johoson Theatre will per-
form with Ken Brown and Danoy
Gray Wn'dm day-Saturday, Jan, 23-

Comedy (,lub Plym-
between Wayne and
Levan roads, Livonia. Show times
are 830 pe. Wednesday, 9 pm.
Thursday and Friday and 830 and
1030 pm Saturdoy For nforma
ton, call 2610555 .

26, ey
outh Hu.ul

Kitey* 5 O umm.k

and Saturdays at Duffy’
ley Lake Ru.m Unien Lake

® MISS KITTY'S

“Steven Tatt and Jobn DeCosse will
perform Thursday, Jan 24, at M
lub, Long Branch.

Oxfor

® DUFFY'S
Boh Posch Commnedy Show
form al 9 pm and 11 pm Fr

© JOEY'S ALLEN PARK 10015 87 For information.
© Chas  Elstoer will p\'.rlorm il
Jan, 23"‘5 ® HOLLY HOTEL

Wednesda
Joey's Comedy Club and Spo:
portum. 15346 Sauthlield Rnul Al-
len Park. Show times are B:30 p.
Wednesday and Thursday and 8 and
1030 pm. Friday and Saterday. For
information, call 382-7041

DINING. S ENTERTAINMENT

Stacey Duford will perform with Greg Russell, Kevin O'Neill

and Kea Oumm in “Comedy Night,”
Jan. 26, in the Redtford church's

Youth Commission, Saturday,
social halt. ~
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ADMISSION: 34 00
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Thursday-Saturday.
110 lhuL ,\llm

Joc Punckel will perf

the Holly Hote:
Holly. Show tmes are
Thursday and 830 and
Friday-Saturday.

£635

For reservations,
call (313) 634-5208 or 634-1891,
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