Easy sledding with

‘of the car inside his repair shop.
Outside, the snow is quictly building
Is that mingic onc-foot mark.
Nearby his "sled"-the outdoorsmen’s
. name for their machines-is atthe
ready,
No'ordinary snowmobdcr this.

Jack Mo[fmm

Nivelt is a snowmobilc guide, who

'Pucker Brush Dan'

aulomouvc repair shop Ilcrc. Nivelt
and his wife also raise trout
year-round and operate a half-dozen
*catch your own” trout ponds in-
summer.

- Both businesses are located just
off Michigan's "Main Street,””
Intersate 75, smack dab in the middle

icads his longcsl safaris,
Despite the preponderance of

.groomed trails here, Nivelt normally

only uses them to get from one area 1o
another, Most times he makes his own
trails. And that's why enthusiasts took
him up:

“They want to explore, and that's

Indlan River, Michiga
 As thcvsc:;sons f:fstnt;;vy - from late December through February

snowfall arrives, Dan Nivelt is . leads caravans of snowmobile
fiately cc 1byajy hrough this Tip of the
that infecis a growing amy of folks Mit region of pnsunc forests and
throughout the Great Lakes Snow. .
megion--snowmabiling. . He's béen guiding for 13 years. down, be manages samehow to
"I can't wait to get started,” he Snowmobiling for 30 years,  ~ ' squeeze in two months ot: fun in the
says, twirling a wmnch under the hood _Owner and operator of a - Snow,

. of the state's snowmobiling capitol
that averages nine feet of suowfall
annually.

* ‘Although the repairs and the trout
keep him bysy from sun up tosun

what my safaris are all about. Getting
out into arcas where snow is fresh,
where we're more likely to see

* witdlife, where around the next comer
there’s something new, vnexpected,

“Riding groomed trails is lot of

. funif all you want is a smooth, sale

course in spectacular surroundings,
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Guiding. he says, “is really just a
hobby. It gives me an opportutiity to

- get out into the snow and explore the
wondess.of this place, to meet people.

i's my favorite recreation. Guiding
pays for my gas and my repairs but it
doesn't pay for my sled. [ live for
snowmobiling, more so that even
hunting or fishing, which 1 love. If you

. toak my snowmobile away ['d be \kl(l‘
- «without a sucker,

"My wile enjoys it; | love it.”

The average snowmobiler living in
Northem Michigan puts about a 1,000
miles a.ycar on a sted. Those from
downstate may ride only 400 10 500
miles a year. Nivelt averages 5,000
miles in basically two moaths.

“It's really an expensive hobby,”
he points out. “Figure it out. The

. average sled will cost from $3,500 10
© $4,000. You'll probably get 1210 15

mifes a gatlon on gas. Figure in the
cost of travel, the motel room, if
you're in from out of 10wn, your fowxd,
and 1 think they figure the average
snowmobiler will spend about SE00
for his day in the snow, Thav's why
“snowmabiling is so important 10 1he
fourist busuv. s. 1U's o real boost 1o 1he
cconomy.”

Indian River, hc upl.um.. is in the

widdly of some of the stawe’s premier

For 90 percent of the people who
come into our area that's all that is
necessary. And we've got pleaty of
thosc kinds'of excellent, welk marked
places to travel. For mie, though, § libe
a [oot or more of freshysnow flyingn
my face, the geuing away from
man-made adventure,

"Once you've expericnced it you're ©

hooked.

"Last year, for cmmpk Thook o
guy front 1own with me 1o check out
an area to see if T could get through i,
He came back and said, ‘I never
tbought snowmobiling was Jike this.
I've been snowmobiling for 10 yean”
and ['ve never had so much fun’.”

Nivelt never takes a panty of

. snowmobilers through areas thal he

has not previously scouted. "I want to
be absolulely sure it's safe becatise. it
you're leading 25, 30 or more sleds.
safety’s on your mind all the time. You
certainly don't want 10 end up in
swamp or at the bottom of a hill that
leads nowhere, Pre-checks are
imporant, too, because T want to be
absolutely suse we'll not be teespassmy
on private property. Respecting the
rights of others ought to be onevery
snowobiler's mind oo maiter where
they operate. Qe slob can aun the
sport for al) of us,
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blnulnku LR .\. WITHTIIT TR,
allowing snowmobilers to trave)
vinually the eotise tip of Michigan's
norhem Lower Peninsula. And R

“link now extends across the Sirits

into the Upper Peninsula \‘lltfl. N:ull

Yo yusthiave 1o cewdmaps Yoo
JUSt CAN'E SEA ROItg ACTONs counte

“without knowing the area. You

certunly don't want to.end up n
somcone's yvard. Qnite obviously,
snowmobiling is a privilege and you

FAMILY SAFARIS— Childien and adurfs alike en}oy Don Nivell's snowrnat e
caravans !hlough the Tip of the Mift reglon’s pristine forests and snow.




