V1eW1ng the lore of sweetwater seas

Julic Candler Allan Hayes

* We're standing in what was once
the smoking lounge of the Ciry of
Detrait I, a giant sidewheeler
steamboat that carricd passeagers in
luxury all over the Great Lakes, We're .
in the Dossin Great Lakes Museuns ot
‘Belle Isle in Detroit, It's one of the
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that preserve the history and the .
nautical loie of the Greot Lakes, the
largest body of fresh waler in the
wotld. Thetr exhibits also provide a
\'.c-dlh of useful boating infonnation.
“The City of Derroit's elegam
lounge is like '\bc'lunfulclnpd Itis
typical of the opulence of, 1912, the -
year the the ship was built, It was the
largest \ulcu.hu.[u in the world at the-

" time.

The lounge, known as the Gmhlc
Room, was the shiowpiece of the ship.
Hand carved wooden Corinthian
columns flow into facy golden oak
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arches suspcmlul below the blue and
gilt ceiling. The room is washed with
the reds, blues and greens that shine

N Ted! wind

hoat]

O he L N
containing more than 700 pieces of

- s1ained glass,

Throughoeut Michigan, lov ors of
ined in

efforts to restore and chierish
memombiiin of the lakes. This

" steamboat Gothic Roon, for example, -

was Toing in a bam in Ohio yeary
after the ship was sceapped jn 1955,
The muoseum and volunteers miscd the
money to purchase the historic
treasures, They donated thousands of
hours to ibe task of stripping,
vamishing and reassembling the
magnificent toont, picce by picce.
From the Gothic Room we step
across 1o & s(p.\f.!ld wing where Miss
Pepsi occupics a prestigious place.
She was an early unlimited hydroplase
andd fiest of her class to qualify for a
race at more than 100 miles per hour.
Tie Dossin family, owners and racers
oans I’qrsl from 1949 to 1954,
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§ the boat as well as \llbsl.lnll.ll

funds to the wuseum,

We watch as a volunteer works on
the painstaking task of stipping Miss
Pepsi’s 34-foot mabiogany hull and
refinishing it. We also view other
exhibits at the musceum devoted to -
powerbom sacing oo the Detroit River,

Next, we experience the Great
Storm of 1913. Allan follows all the .
steps in the museuny's inleractive
exhibit, and temporarily becomes a
Great Lakes seaunan facing that -~
November stormu, [t rocked the Great
Lakes with the greatest havoc and
destruction since the inraduction of
commercial maviation. ks .
70-milc-per-hour winds and massive
waves blew dozens of vessels ashore,
sank eight huge freighters in'Lake
Huron, and costilie lives of 235
seamen.
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that pu\pt.clm. Lake 9upc.nor. he
notes, looks like a mixing bowl, |..Ikg_ .
S1. Clair like a butter dish, and Lake
Erie like a long, shallow platter,.
The Dossin Muscum also (lixpl'm
ique navigati o0 nstr Y
dozens of beavtifo) models of slups
anul boats troportant in Michigan
history. and continuous videos on
marine subjects. Visitors can view
Detroit River traffic through a
subniarine pcmcopc -

. The next major Dossin cx!ubu
scheduled to everlack the Detroit
River by February, 1991, will be the
30-foot ivorking pilot house of the
Willium Clay Ford, The 767-loor
flagship of the Ford flcet carried iron
ore to the firm's Rougc Steel pl.mt
until bier retiremient in 1984, Visitors -
will be able to walk the deck, handle
the controls: and lum the history of
the Tge lake fmblmr .

" Moving ta the Upper Peninsula, |-
the Great Lakes Shipwreek Museumn
and Lighthouse overlooks Lake

" Superior’s Whitelish Bay, often called

the graveyard of the Great Lakes. The
museum opened in 1989 in a semall
white clapboard structure on
Whitefish Point, near Paradise and
Sault Ste. Marie, [ts exhibits
demonstrate the rugged life of Great
Lakes saidors. They begin withs
artifucts from the Invincible, a small

" fur trading schooner that in 1816

beeame the first documented
shipwreck on Lake Superior,

The museum'’s most popular -
shipwireck exhibit memorinlizes the

-Edmund Firzperald, which went down

in November, 1975, with all ol il 20
crewmen.

Thiny miles southeas] actoss
Whitefish Bay, you can explone an
actual lake freighier. The former ore
carrier Valicy Camp welcomes visilor.
front a dock on1he St Many’s River
Savlt Ste. Marie. You can see hee
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,mmsx
barely. ’
Aflenward, be s(udxu the buge
topographical map of all ibe Great -
Lakes, He is fascinated by the

Seany chgiw and how (e cresinvead, -
slept and worked in her dining room,
crew's quisters and pilot house. Le
Sault de Ste. Mane's Historica! Sutes,
e Valtey Camp (e worlid

underwater geography visible from
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largest Grear Lakes maritime museum

WEATHERING THE STORM~ A!lan Hayes tifes on a fite ]ackar pal‘ of thee
Intatactive exhibit at the Dossin Groat Lakes Museum on Bellaiste.




