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Sanctuary sale discussed

By Darrell Clem VR
staftwriter ' SR

Inkwell provides information
about primary and secondary cd-
ucation issues und students from
the Farmington area. Send infor-
mation for consideration to:
Inkwell, The Farmington Observ-
er, 21898 Furmington Road,
Farmington, 48336, Itemns will not
be taken over the phone.

® TEACHERS AS TECHIES
Farmington was one of four dis-

“tricts lauded In the January_1991

edition of Teacher Magazine for in-
novatlve technology - tralning of
teachers.

“Farmington ' has made great
strides to be in the forefront of tech-
nologicat applicatien in the instruc-
tlonal arena,” sald Peggy Schmidt,

- director of medja services:

“There s now a greater oppariunl-
ty to harness information from a
multiple range of resources.”

Since the inception of the district's
two-year technology plan, teachers
have readily taken every oppartuni-
ty 1o train on computers and video
equipment and apply those learnings
to the classroom.

Training is made available by a
coupon system for In-service train-
ing programs, which include courses
in desktop publishing, software pre-
views, comptuer malntenance and
video editing. Farmington teachers
also combine farces cach summer
with Blrmingham schools for a vari-
ety of technology courses.

Ideas and information about tech-
nology arc showcased in an annual
Instructional Technology Fair, now
in Its third year, at Farmington High
Schoal's media center.

® HOP-A-THON
Early chitdhood students at Farm-
ington Community School will hop

for Lnsu:r Seals Feb. 5.6 in the |

school's gyl

Pnrllclpnnls will collect pledges
from friends and relatives angd par-
ticipate in a three-minste “hop.”
Volunteers from the school and com-
munity wlll be on hand 1o count the
hops. Every child will bring home
pledge envelopes and parents will
donate cookies for the hoppers.

Last year, the school raised more
maney for the Easter-Seals than any

other school in Qakland County ar-ni B

was subsequently represented in the
Easter Seals Telethon.

® 800K PARADE

Elementary medla specialists’ in
Farmington Public Schools are
agaln sponsoring the district's fifth
annual Book Parade, a reading In-.
centive program for fourth and fifth
graders, from Jan. 7 to March 8.

Eighteen award-winning books
were selecled for the program, rep-
resenting a varlety of genre and sub-
jects at different reading levels. Fol-
lowing the reading, students discuss
cach book with the medla specialist
or trained parent.

Children will receive a reward
when they read four, eight and 12
books. These who read at least nine
are invited 10 attend a district pro-
gram where author Bill Wallace witl
be a guest speaker, Those who read
16 will be recognized at the program
and reeeive a gift book.

Last year, 1,290 students particl-
pated reading 10,324 books. A total
of 303 students read 16 books each.

YMCA highlights

These Y MCA highlights appear
courtesy of the Farmington
YMCA, 25100 Farmington Road,
Farmington {iills, For more in-
Surmation, call 553-4020,

® YOUTH BASKETBALL
Registration for the Farminglon
YMCA’s Youth Basketball Program
for Kindergarten and first graders
will be held the week of Jan. 28. The
program thal emphasizes teamwork,
sportsmanship and fair play will
also be promoted through registra-
tion fliers in the schools. Contact
Carol McMillan at the Y for more
information. regarding this great
first time youth sports program.

® TEEN TOURNAMENTS

The YMCA will be hosting a week-
long tournament extravaganza for
teens during winter break. The tour-
naments will include wallyball, rac-
quetbal), basketball and bowling
‘Teens ages 14-18 are encouraged to
contact Jean Warren it 553-4020

'® PROGRAM REGISTRATION

Registration for the array of pro-
J be held the week of Feb,
11. Class offerings include adalt and
youth fitness programs, preschool
and youlh gymnastics, swimming, 2
well as adult sports including
quetball leagues, les
Winter Il classes begin the week

of

astration is Monday, Feb, 11,

Feh. 25, Full privilege member reg-
fol-
lowed by registration for both full
privilege members and “program
only” members Tuesday, Feb. 12
through Saturday, Feb, 16

® YMCA GYMNASTICS
The Y offers gymnastic programs
for bos and girls ages 214, The

prugram offers’ participants a
very non-threatening environment in
which basic gymnastic skills are in-
troduced. Contact Jean Warren for
more information.
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A mood of optimism emerged Monday from a meet-
ing between Orchard Lake city officials and Cranbrook
representatives as ihe {wo sides began talks aboul the
planncd sale of the Cranbrook Nature Sanctuary.

Offleials released few detalls of the closed, three-hour
meeting at Cranbrook, though both sides appearcd en-
couraged and vowed 1o continue negotiations that could
lead the city to buy the $0-acre property.

“Each of us had the opporiunity to put positions on
the table,” said Orchard Lake Mayor Leo lmrkm “The
mueeting was cordial, and we will meet again soon.”

T MARKED THE first time that 2 newly formed

representatives from bath sides.

had met to discuss the issue since the Orchard Lake City

Council advised Cranbrook earlier this month of the
city’s "serious intent” to buy the land.

A date for the next round of talks had not been set as
of press time.

Larkin said Cranbrook omcmh reconfirmed during
Monday's meeting that they wilt continue to negotiate
exclusively with the city of Orchard Lake. Cranbrook
wants to sell the sanctuary, located in the ety of Orc-
hard Lake between Upper Straits and Orchard lakes, to
raise money for expanding the Institute of Science in

Bloamficld Hills.

The move has drawn fiery opposition from cr

«who have accused Cranbrook of abandoning its commit-
ment not only o environmental educatlon ~ but also 1o
the late Harold Ward, who donated much of the proper-
1y and wanted it protected as a nature sanctuary.

Orchard Lake city councll member Bernard “Bud™
Tishkowski described Monday's session as “fruitful”
but he declined to comment on specific details of the
meeting

Orchard Lake nlllcmls reluctance to discuss the
meeling mirrored the hesitant approach that Cranbrook
representalives took after ihe tnecting. Both sides were
hushed about the talks, though the issue has stirred
widespread public interest

Guorge Herbst, Cranbrook’s vice president for
finance and administration, called Monday's session “an
open-and useful meeting.” but he, too, refused to dis-
close details, sud Diane Rancont, Cranbrook spokes-
woman

“1 don‘t even think they would publicize where those
mectings are being held,” Rancont said.

HOWEVER, A TELEPHONE call 10 Orchard Lake
aty offices revealed that the two sides met on Cran:
brook turf .

Orchard Lake city offictals have indicated that i they
deaide to buy the property, they would prefer to keep 1t
as a nature area. but they have not said whether they
would put such restrictions in writing. Some residents
fear the property could eventually be sold for develop-
ment -
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