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It’s winter!
Time to celebrate, not curse

ELL. LOOK at that. Winter has be.

come a casualty of war.
‘The mercury plunged to-the single
digits Monday night and. o and
" beholid, the next mrning there, wasn't a- single
stury on the front pages of the big-town newspa-
pers about huw the weather. clobbered poor old

Michigan.

There were no (or very few) sob stories in
' Tu *'s editivns about the unfortunate home-
tess huddied in their shelters, or color photos of
people doing things like waiting for a bus in the
- cola.

Oh, well . . . we guess the editors have more
compelling fare to dish.up now that_the United
¢ States is at war with Iraq.

! But, the war aside, the only thing more pre-
{ diclable than winter in Michigan is the media's
reaction to it. iEven if not one flake fell this win-
ter, there'd
from vur daily newspaper front pages and televi-,
sion screens every time a storm threatened from

the west. .

“Area braced for winter’s wrath," the head-
lines will bellow, as soon as the Persian Gulf sit-
vation cools down and the space and time be.
came i able. And, of course, the béob lube
weather wimps will be all warnings at 6 and 11,
.Count onit,

$O0 ENCOURAGED, lots of folks will be con-
tent to take part in the three great wintertime
pursuits — eating, sleeping and, ah, watching TV.

But, come on now. this ts winter and we are in
Michigan.. It's supposcd 1o be cold and its’ sup-
posed to be snowy.

In this part of Michlgan, there will be, on aver-
age, 10-15 times every year where the old mer-
cury sinks below zero and we' can expect about
36 inches.ol snow, according 1o a report prepared

a few years ago by the planning director of an
Oakland County community. .
We've said it before, but it bears repeating

TRAUMATIC TIMES. it is critical to keep
Lgripon our quality of life.

But it appears as if our ability to turn to
the arts in Michigan for solace is abnut to
erely daunted,

. Juhn Engler's proposed budget cuts, if al-
to stand, will devastate the local and
statewide arls comwmunity. The freeze on the
eurrenl vear’s’arts grants has panicked 1hose
graups, some of which have already commitied
that money.
Unlortunately. the Michigan Council for the
Arts has only distributed
a little over a third of

towed

the $9 million it had
awarded 1o 465 arts
Eroups.

o the Observer & e:
eenlric area alone, that
has an ampact on the
following organizations
Birtmingham Blnom[ield
Art. Association:  Bir-
n Public Schouls
stsin - Schools™

program;  Cranhrouk
Academy of Art: Livo-
) iphiony Orches-
tris. Oakland Commum-

ty College Arts Projeet.

BE CONSEQUIENC of the Persin

- Gull Wi are bemng felt in metropehtan

Detriat . -+ heine to the largest Arab.

Atnerican community outside the Mid-

dle Fust which could be w for an especially
rougth rice.

Without immedsile intervenlion, the wall that
alveady separates entrenched Detruite froin
many of ouir newest ethnie immigrants ¢ould be.
coe an unbreach, » schism Jong before ~Op-
eration Desert Storm™ subsides,

Anyene who donbts this scenario need only re
member Detrogl’s 1967 mot” The damage that
event inflicted on buth the black and white com-
munities sull ripples more than twa decades af-
ster its bloody completion,

That's why we are encouraged by the efforl
any public schools in western Wayne and Onk-
land couvnties have nade in bringing the war,
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We’ve said it before, but it bears
repeating every January: Winter
isn’t always well-managed around
here.

every January: Winter isn't always well-man-
aged aronnd here. It isn’t only the nitly-gritty
stulf tike attention to snowy highways and side-
walks and cars that won't starf.

It's more that winter simply isn’t eelebrated in
most of our communities,

If there's anything going on in, say, Farming-
ton or Farmington'Hills to make the dark, cold
days of winter a bit easier to take, we've not

: . . heard about it.
be a massive snow job blowing in N

BUT THERE ARE places in the northern lati-
Ludes thiat do more with winter than just curse it
. .orignore it if there kappens to be a war on.

Such places ¢ huge festivals during which
patticipants dose their wintertime woes with
merrynraking, while the cash registers ‘merrily
beep aw Plymouth, Mich., to the south and
waest of us, is one such place,

Plvmouth has become known for its ice sculp-

tures and winter festival, whichk have put Janu-.
ary near the top in sales, according to merchants
there. ‘ .
" There's no reason why, with the proper coordi-
nation and planaing, communities like Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills couldn’t have the same
kind of thing going.

A big winter festival right here . . . maybe on
the Orehard Ridge Campus of Oakland Commu-
nity College, or along Grand River in downtown
Farmington. Wow, a winter festival. Now that's
something 1o think about 1hese long, cold winter
nights.

ultural desert
Lansing must restore arts cuts

Breaching the wall
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it appears as if our ability to turn
to the arts in Michigan for solace
is about to be severely daunted.

Also, the Oakland Connty Cultural Comnni:
sion; Oakland Un ity's Meadow Brook Musl

stival and Theatre, Plymouth Community Arts
Council, Southfield Parks and Recreatien;
field Symphony Orchestra: Troy Schools™ “Artist
in Resideney”™ program and the Rochester Syme
phony Orchestra,

And in the metro arca, the DIA, DSO, Center
for Creative Studies and the Michigan Opera
Theatre atl will be naimed — not just for the
duration of -the recession but permanently, ac-
cording Lo Engler’s office,

THE LEGISLATURE cannot allow these to
stapd.

Metropolitan Detroit already 'has an image
problem. which deters people and busin 3
[rom locating here. A reputation as-a cublaral
desert can unly further utlermine our competi-
uveness
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FOR THE past several weeks, |
have been writing aboul what has
happened to the American Dream,

Incomes down while
our families struggle

Most families are

p here in Mi .

The hard, cald numbers are clear.
For most Michigan families over the
last 15 years, incomes afterinflation
are going down while costs of mid-
dle-class essentials llke college tui-
tlon and housing have increased
sharply.- L )

Most famllics are pinched; trying
to maintaln the kind of life predicted
by the American Dream (usually at
the cost of two wage earners} while
struggling to stave off disaster.

POOR PEQPLE, especially. have
had a rough time over the past 15
Cars,
Inflation-adjusted Income of the
lowest fiith of ‘American families
lell by 9 percent from 1973-89, while
(perversely) their federal tax bite
rose 16 perceni aver the past 10
‘years, largely because of increases
in Social Security. Such people are
not only relatively less well off after
inflation; they are absolutely worse
off.

Some of these people, not so inci-
dentally, are those who will be the
most affected by Gov. John Engler's
recently anncunced  budget cuts,
which include elimination of General
Assistance — welfare for those who
ar« physically able to work but who
cannol find a fob. .

The worst of the worse off are
those with no or little education. Me-
dian family income for those who
dropped out of schaal fell by an as-
tunishing 25 percent between 1973
and 1989. Such people uscd to be sus-
tained by well-paying jobs with good
benefits in the auto, steel and other
manufacturing plants.

Bul the number of sych jobs has
drapped as unskilled work has mi-
grated abroad and as such industries

pinched, trying to
maintain the kind of
life predicted by the
American Dream
(usually at the cost of
two wage earners)
while struggling to
stave off disaster.

©as autos have shed labor in their

drive to reduce costs and increase
“competitiveness.

S ANYBODY making It these

ure. The ‘richest fifth of Ameri-
cin familics saw their adjusted in-
come rise by 25 percenl from 1973-
88, while the average federal tax
bite on such people fell by 5.5 per-
cent from 1980-90. (Federal taxes on
the top 1 percent of incomes fell by
nearly 15 percent!)

Most political commentators have
noted the remarkable redistribution
of wealth toward the already
- thal took place during

And the shift may go far in ex-
plaining just why the Stagnation af.
fecting most middle-cluss famities
has not produced the kind of social
and’ political outrage ane might ex-

hect

By and large, people wha are
wealthy and well educated are the
prople who have access to the me-
da. And if wealthy people in the
United States have done very well
over the 10 4 . why should
they be raising a rumpus? .

BUT IF YOU think about st for a

Philip
Power

moment, we hare been In the mid-
dle -of a rumpus for the past 10
years, caused in very great part by
stagnating incomes of middle Amer-
icans:

® The tax revolt {and its especial-
1y virulent form in Michigan, dating
from the 1983 recall of two Demo-.
cratic state sepators from ihe sub-
urbs). Tt has been caused in very
large part by peaple who see rising
taxes as yet another nail in the coffin
of the American Dream.

® The case against free trade

(and in particular against the Japa-'

nese invasion of the (LS. auto mir-
ket), stemming directly from the mi-
gration abroad of good-paying. un-
skilled manufacturing jobs that used
to sustain Michigan's middle class.

® The generational conflict be-
tween the increasingly pampered
elderly {for whom indexed Social Se-
curity payments and Medicare pro-
grams are now e politicat equ
lent of the Holy 1) and the in-
creasing  desperate “workers
struggling to support them.

® Even the intractable U.S. budg-
et deficit, which stems (rom the
combination of “shrinking tax reve-
nues {caused in part by shrinking in-
comes) and strident demands for
maintaining rious  government
programs which sustain the Ameri-
van Way of Life

Phal Power as chidirman of the
company that owens ths newspu-
per. Mis uward-wmning column
wdl upprar perodicatly.

from our readers

All have
right to life

To the editor:

Where are the "Right To Lifers”
now thal we have troops in Saudi
Avabia, Aren’t (hese people entitled
Lo the "Right To Life” also”

- Sharoun Here,

voiced my objection to this action on
the grounds that without a rebuttal
Lo these “answers” by a less inlerest-
ed party than the principal, this ac-
tion wauld both lack propriety and
show disrespect for those concerned
parents -who did net believe that
thewr cluldren would be best served
b crease [n the millage.

s not alone tn my objection. A
ted discussion -followed, and it
15 decided nut to publish these

y @l

ils

Principal’s

and “answer: .
Taday my son brought home the
and it contalned the prin-

answer te parent’s questions
withoul rebuttal in direet opposition
fo by decision made at the PTA

It is alse a supreme act of dis-
respect for Longacre parents who
have reservations about this millage
10 say nothing of the duc process ol
the PTA board meelings.

This demonstrated [ack of integri-
s s into question how wisely
school funds are being used.

Joseph F. Inqulnto,
Farmingtan

Opinions are
to be shared

Opiniuns and ideas are best when

however s be. nto the ¢k
Students and te S ¢ spent countl
debating the war's merits, voicing their fo
aboul relative s an the military
cusnng cultural differences hetween A
and Amernicans af other ethnie origin

The deesion by scheol  administrators in
Southfield and West Bloomf{icld 1o actively pro-
mole interaction hetween ethnically, diverse stu-
dent bodies should be applinded N

hs, Jews

sajmportant for other schools
even those wath- few or o Arvab-American sto-
dents, 1o sncorporate sueh programs mlo thew
elsssronnn sessions on the vonfhet.” .

s adulthood less agnnrant
s prejudiced =~ than the cor-

.
XL generabion e

- and therefore Jes
rent apge

can_only be chminated™if the”

answers'
are opinion

Ta the edilor;

1 would ikt to object to the man-
ner in which the school administra-
tion is subverting the PTA to lobby
for passage of its new millage,

_During the Janvary meeling of the
Langacre PTA board, a concerned
parent asked that the Longacre Lan-
quage, o PTA operated newsletler,
be used by the principal’ o answer
parent questions aboul Ihe mitlage

As another concerned parent, |

e Dlbseruer

Steve Barnaby -,
Judith Doner Berne +
Dick lsham qere val g i
Mark Lewis oo of
Fred Wright dee1or ot

board meeting, T+
Neither® [, nor Gy of the othnr
FTA officers who opposed this ac-
tion, were consulted or advised that
the decision made at the board meet-
ing was being reversed or by whom.
The principal ¥C
much opinion, o
flicting answers  Is 1his the arro-
gance that Richard Headlee refers
0? Since millage derived funds pay
for the princip alary, salary in-
crew nd power (people and re-
ssources commanded), this use of the
PTA ta inflience volers is an act of
snpreme impeopriety shatever -his
(rue mutives :

& EZecentric Newspapers ———

Matrdrngte Carnn
Philip Power '
Richard Aginian

shared-withothers:
That's why the Farmungton Ob-
server coeourages its readers-te

share their views with others i the .

From Our Readers colutnn,

Submitting o letter to the editor
for publication is easy. Letters
should be typewritten or printed le-
gibly and kept to 300 words, Letters
st be signed and include the ad-
dress of the sender.

amnes will be withheld only for

the best of reasons, and the decision
tu dosa will be made by the editor

Letles outd be malled to: the
editor, Farmington Observer, 21898
Farmington Road, Farmington

Sealen G




