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from our readers points of view -
As their leader, you apparently lg-  to me during high school.

She urges
a yes vote

To the editor:

1 am writing in regard (o the up-
coming millage clection and your re-
cent articles and letters concernlng
same,

My husband and T moved to this
area In 1985 before our daughter Ka-
tie -started school. What was aur
main  attraction - to Farmington
Hills? The fine reputation of its pub-
lic scheol system. She is now a
fourth grader at Forest and we have
beén thrilled with the edueation she
has received. The high quality of
teachers and ‘staff js something 1
would not want to lose.

I'have seen the breakdown of what
it would cost the “average™ taxpayer
if both Proposition | and ! should
pass. On an average, something like
51 ceats a day,

We as parents think nothing of .

reaching into our pockets and giving
our children $10 or $12 for an after.
noon at the movies or the mall, Let's
get our priorities straight.

Fifty-one cents a day? My chitd's

worth it. T urge everyone to vote yes

on Feb. 5. A child's education is in
your hands.

Bonaic Murphy,

Farmington NIits

Wring water
from budget

To the editor:

An open Jetter to Farmington Su-
perintendent Michael Flanagan:

Last fall -when you engaged in
wage adjuostment  discussions- with
the: Farmington School
teachers union, it was already amply
clear that we.were entering into a
peried of recession.

Financial analysts were predict.
ing anythng from a mild recession to
a full blown depression.

Roth the Detroit News and the
Wall Street Journal had indicated
their foreeast of an inerease of bee
tween 4.2 percentand 4.5 percent in
the average compensation of all em-
ployed Americans for the year of
1990. All of the economically unset-
tling factors of the Persian Gulf con-
frontation were already on the table.

Even though all of these world and
domestic economic and political con-
ditions wer available to you and the
rust of the board, you shook hands on
an agreement for a 6 3 percent in-

crease for this year and another 6 % . .
percent far next yenr GREETINGS to the TROOPS
Set of 4 Specially Designed
y-r -.Greeting Cards for our
Pt Troops in the Gulf,
S $5% plus .75' Shupping
T Send Orders to:
Decar Michael |
< ¢ P.O. Box 895
; ; M Ve Urion Lake, MI 483870596
AT .
s Alerdell 1l 7T g Ll 10% 0f The Proceeds Go To Red Cross
PRIENY EARALY

District .

nored the serlous financial dlfficul-
ties of the district, state and nation,
and agreed. to a- settiement hat is
certainly fiscally trresponsible and
under the conditions reprehensible.

Now you place before the taxpay-
ers of Farminglon and Farmington
Hills a request for a millage in-
crease te make up for the board's
fack of foresight and planning.

It should furiher be noted that pre.
vious to the #) advised Increase that
you and the board authorized for the
Farmingten School District, they
were among the highest pald leach-
ers In southeast Michlgan, and 1 sus.
pect all of Michigan. They may now
well be at the top of the list, if that is
any satisfaction to the board.

I strongly suggest that you assign
1hie best of your administrative ana-
lysts to the Lusk of “wringing the wa-
ter” out of .the current budget to
make up for your i1l advised largess,

We are all taxed too much now.
Any increase at this time is certainly
unwarranted.

Berpaed F. Pricbe,
Farmington Hitls

Anotheryes"

for millage

To the editor: .

My husband and I moved te Farm-
ington just recently. We are really
upset with Richard Huudlee's fuli-
page ads and remarks about Farm-

* ington schools.

T moved here, and patd the price
for my house-mainly because of the
school program. I know that Farm-
ington Schools offer more programs

than many other school districts in”

the area.

Frankly, ! don’t think Headlee un-
derstands the everall implications it
the - millage doesn't pass  besides

fer Harmil

1 don't want this happening 10 our
children. Why should I or anyone,
pay the money we do for a home in
Farmingtlon/Farmington Hills and
get the same level of education of
surrounding districts whose homes
are less expensive and school pro.
£rams are not as good?

Good schools arc the backbone of
resale value in our homes. I will vote
yes, Headlee, for the millage. 1 will
not allow you to persuade me (o vote
no, when it is for your own selfish
reasons.

One hundred and thirty five dol-
lars extra a year in taxes, is a small
price 1o pay to ensure solid educa-
tional programs for the future,

If we don’t support education,
what are we saying 1o our children
and qur future, the children who are
Roing to be running this country?

Bonnie McLaren,
Farmlogton Jitls

Here'sano
on millage

To the editor.

My wife and 1 are 29-year resi-
dents of the Farmington School Dis
trict, and for the first time will vate
an emphatic no on the propased mil-
Jage increase.

Because of increased assessments,
using 1986 as a base year, our school
taxes have increased 41.5 percent
versus an inflation rate of 13.5 per-
cent,

We do not want to move out of
Farmingion, but neither can we con-
tinue ta afford the ever higher prop-
crty taxes we are subjected to.

.The increased assessed value of
our property certainly does the
school system and ity good because
of the increased taxes, but what good
does il do us unless we sell.

keeping Al ¥ tax l-
ability status quo,

" First, not only wiil more than 100
people lose their jobs (which our
cconomy ean't handle at this time),
but many wonderful programs will
be cut Programs that the communi-
&y and schoo! worked hard to devel-
op and implement for our children.

As a student, I came from a school |

district” where the taxpayers dida't
support the schools and hence we
lost many programs due to our mul-
Lage nol passing.

As a student, I was set back duning
my first years of college because

these programs were not available’

. must learn to live with the higl

g Is definitely not right in
our school system if such 2 huge in-
crease in this five year period still
requires a millage increase in 1991
in our opinion the school sy

em

taxes provided by increased assess
sments without resorting to increased
millage.

This just places an additional bur-
den on hard-pressed taxpayers. Tax-
payers who do not see increasing in-
cames, and indeed see lower, due to
a depressed cconomy and increased
taxes.

Flayd H. Mllter,
Farmiogton

Ah, what a situation
in ‘fabled’ SNOWPLA -

By Mark Davls
special writer

A fable:

Once upon a time, the rulers of
town called SNOWPLA were fac-
1ag a predicament

«The children of SNOWPLA loved
to shde down snow-covered hills in
tittle saucers.

Sliding down hills had become so
popular  that SNOWPLA's hills
were overcrowded cach winter,
One day, the government of SNOW-
PLA’s province granted them some
property. and asked for very httle
money in return E

“Hooray.” cried SNOWPLA's

rulers. “We have solved our prob- -
em.”

LATER, THE rulers sent experts
10 look at the property. The experts
relurned with very bad news,

“There are only a few small
s, and those are at the very far-
t reaches of your land. To.use
and for your children, you
must build a inng road and spend
much moncy to make the hills larg-
er.

"Also, you will never be able to
build all af the hills your children
need on this one piece of prope
Said the experts

“Oh no.” the rolers cried. “Whnt

are we to do?™

THEY HELD many mectings for
tnonths on end. Finally, they decid-
ed.

“We can ask’ our taxpayers for
money to buy more land - land
with bigger hiils."”

Same of -the taxpayers asked,
“What will you do with the land
granted to you by the govern-
ment?” :

The rulers thought for a while
and replied, “Gosh, we promused
the children they would have hills
on that land, so we must build those
hill;

“Wouldn't that cost a lot of mon-

guest
column

+d the taxpayers,
replied the rulers. “How-
cver, we would ook silly if we ad-
mitled ta buying the wrong land
Remember, our town 1s called
SNOWPLA and we promised to
provide many tills for our chil-
dren

“Hromm,” thought the taxpay-
ow we know what SNOW-
PLA really siands for — SPEND
NOW, PLAN LATER »

ers

FABLES WERE written to give
us insight into human nature and
provide fessons This fable 1s not
about sledding hills, nor a town
called SNOWPLA

The fable. reflects what is hap-
pening today in Facmington Hills.

The city acquired the Peltz-
MDOT property, a tlly, wooded
parcel south of 1696 between
Farmington and Drake roads. The
Parks and Reereation- Commussion
way promised they could build 4
youth sports park on Peltz-MDOT.
There has been a shortage of fields.

It was soon discovered that a
maximum of four baseball and
three soccer fields could be con-
structed ot the west end of the
property, 24-mile {rom the nearest
road. PeltzxMDOT 1s at the head-
waters of the Rouge River A ta-
jonty of the land is heavily wooded

COST  ESTIMATES for  con-
structing 4 3.700-foot road 10 the
fear of Peltz-]
land for athleue fields have ranged
from $800.000 to$1 2 million

Normal construction costs for
fields are 310000 ta $23,000. per
ficld On T'eltz-MDOT, 1t would set

DOT and bulldozing ~

the taxpayers back more than
$160,000 per field. N

Farmington Hills’ Parks and
Recreation is'recommending a milé
lage that would fund the purchase
of up to 50 acres of additional land.
We trust this additional property
wilt be more suitable and less cost-
ly for ballfield censtruction.

At the same time, the millage
proposal persists in building ball-
fields an Peltz-MDOT. In the fable
of SNOWPLA, the taxpayers asked,
“Wouldn't that cost.a lot of mon-

ey

THE FARMINGTON Hills City-
Council is meeting Jan. 28 to dis-
cuss the issue. It is 10 a predica-
ment. Perhaps it should consider
several alternatives:

® Approve the millage as it now
reads. Tt may not be financially
prudent, but what the heck. Spend
Now, Plan’Later.

® Separate  the Peltz-MDOT
construction budget into a second
millage request. Let the voters de-

cide how tax doltars should be
spent.
® Remove PeltzzMDOT  from

the millage request as a construc-
tion stem: The city could then ac.
qure the additional needed park
property. Realistic estimates far
building ballfields at several loca-
tions gould be obtained. Planning,
decision making and spending for
construction could proceed in an
*orderly. financially prudent man- |
ner.

On Monday. Jan. 28, the city
council will meet at 7:30 pm. it
does listen to citizens. Plan to at-
tend and voice your opinions if you
are concerned about how your tax-
eS are spent

Mark Datas s the pressdent of
Quaker Vallep Furms Homo-
owners  Association uear  the
Peltz-MDOT property in Farm.
mgton [hils

If yoy want to know what's poing:on in your community, read The Observer & Eccentric

A BLIZZARD OF SAVINGS

Now Through Sunday 1/27
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selechion of ski parkas. sk pants.
one-piece suits and shells
Buy ony of the gbove mentioned

PLUS ONE ADDITIONAL SKWWEAR
OR SKIWEAR ACCESSORY HEM,

woeene 20% Off your wntire purcraua

PLUS TWO ADDITIONAL SKIWEAR
OR SKIWEAR ACCESSORY ITEMS

wcowe 285% Off your vnrie purchaw

14‘7” e,

ETHAN
HOME

LE

ALL SKI EQUIPMENT ON SALE NOW
We guaraniee that our ski equipment is the lowest priced in fown!

PLUS..with every purchase of new skis, you receive $200 in
free ski- maintenance...that’s THE DON THOMAS PROMISE

Don Thomas
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Medallion Bedroom

Poster Bed, Queen Size®

Night Table, 255416,
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