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Jnyccc Tom Gnawold (at Iell) begins decorating the Christmas ceremony got under way. The tree, the decornnons and the cer-
tree last month in Downtown Shopping Center. About a week emony were all gifls from the service organization.

later area rnsldents gathered to sing carols as the tree lighting

It’'s Jaycee Week

Members want to tell about their chapter

8y Loralne McCliah
stolt wrlter

HE FARMINGTON AREA
Jaycees have been clted as

one of the three top Jaycee
chapters in the state for

thelr overall programming,
Members of the local..chapter
want to tell how they were selected
for that fop spot — out of 180 chap-
ters in the state — at a socinl get-
* together for all comers scheduled to
wind up Natlonal Jaycee Week ac-
tivitles at 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 26,

In Country Lanes an Nine Mile Road *

between Grand River and Mlddle-
beit,

Matt ‘Ratliff, who took on what
amounted to be a second 40-hour-n-
week job when he took on the presi-
deney of the Farmington Jaycees,
says he was blessed with “absolutel!
the best officers and board a pres)-
dent could have” He is doubly
blessed with his wife Kathryn, who ls
one of his four vice presidents, takes
Jaycee-related phone calls that in.
terrupt dinner, and acts as his per-
sona), albelt unofticial, sccretary.

During his term .as president,
Ratliff has overseen as many as 26
projects going on at any one given
time in various phases. He jokes that
he could attend a commilttee or sub-
committee cvery night of the manth.

"With 170 members there are 170
different interests,”
thrust of the Jaycees s 1o develop
young leaders through the experi-
ences of following a project from in-
ception to completion, so there are

he says. “The -

always a variety of projects golng
on. Times change. Some projects get
outdated and are dropped. New ones
are constantly bcmg added.”

A PROJECT CAN be an in-| huu.s':
seminar or workshop or conference
that is duigm‘d strictly for the indi-
vidual d of its

‘The thrust of the
Jaycees is to develop
young leaders through
the experiences of
following a pmject

Or it can be a social otting restriet.
ed to members only. Or it can be any
one of the myriad of money-raising
events that make up the §40,000 a
year budget. Or it can be any one of
the_service projects that put that
s;lunc $40,000 biack into the commu-
nity.

Along with the $40,000 in cash, the
Jaycees gencrally can expect to
count on another $30,000 in goods or
services frum area businesses or-in.
dividuals that ean be used in service
projects for the community,

Ratliff rattled off a few of the
projects that have heen initiated in
just the last few monl or weeks,
that are In progress no

“The Shiawassee lcddlng hill is
still a little too steep,” Ratliff said.
“We've got it now with a proper
epough slope so there is no sted that
will make it onto the street. But
there still is somue-architectural de-
sign work and some engincering to
bu donce before the winter is gone.”

The Jaycees will be deeply in.
volved in the reeyeling programs for
both Farmington .and Farmingten
Hills that will go into cffeet in July,

A Winter Festival is a something
new for the sister cities the chapter
is planning,

from incep to
completion, so there
are alwsys a variety of
projects going on.’

— Matt Rathtt

A Yellow Ribbon campaign-is ex-
pected 1o go inte cffect within the
next week or so.

All wooden ramps for residents in
Farminglon Nursing Home are
being replaced with concrete ramps.

Work on the sledding hill and the
nursing home ramps are both exam-
ples of costs being drastically cut by
those donating goods or professional
services (o aid the Jaycees in com-
pleting the projects.

RATLIFF grew up in Farmington
with parents who were members of
the Jaycees and its auxiliary. He can
remember helping [n his 10-year-old
way with projects his folks were
working on and he knows the chap-
ter's history well — back to the time
residents wanted a swimming pool
in the high school — amd it was the
Jaycees that pushed the swimming
poal project to completion.

“The same type of community s
vey that (old the Jaycees a swim-
ming pool was the big desire in the
‘605 is the same community survey
we make now that telb us what the
residents want or need here today,”
he said.

A few items on the annual agends
that have, unfortunately, never
changed arce the Baster, Thanksgive
ing and Christmas baskets that are

{illed and distributed.

The National Jaycees take credit
for starting the annual fund-raisers
for the Muscular I)y.\’[mphy Founda-
tion with Jerry Lewis in Florida.

The Michigan Jaycees got the first
Drug Awarcness pulol program
going here that has since been dml-
tated by many states.

The Farmington Arca Jaycees
meet at 7:30 p.m. the second Tues-
day of every month in The Elks Club,
on the cast side of Orchard Lake
Road, north -of~Grand River. All
mecetings are open to all interested
people. Membershlp s open to those
between 21 and 39 yéars. Inquiries
arc \aken by calling 477-JCCs.

The Haunted House, open for about 10 dnys every October, ia
the Jaycees' biggest money moker of the year.

A. visit from the Easter Bunny is an annual spring event pl"m"l‘d by the Jaycces for arca

children.

Jaycee Kathy Ratlitf was on duty when residents from dozens
of nursing homes were transported to Harrison High School for
Farmington Community Band's annual concert that is de-
signed specifically tor senior ndults and those with handicaps.




