O&E Thursday, January 24, 1991

240

Officials

By J‘u'a_.nn. Maliszowskl
staft writer

rcarranged o get the most effleient use of

the space we have.”" |

Cramped is still the way Fa -rmington
Community Library offlclals des cribe the
38,000 squnm—loo( Farmington HIll 's lbrary

bran ch,

.“We ve begun baxlng the less-use d mate-

rlals to free space,” library director
ly Papai said, “We've added shelvi
put tadles closer, rearranged items.

public contlnue to
space problems at the 12 Mil

While llbrary trustees are
results of two independent arc

Bever-  views of a pessible expansion of the library
ng, we — as opposed (o building a new 80,000
We've  square-foot bullding elsewhere — they are

Shelylng for materials and seatlng for the
the most obvious

brary board president Bob Plummer said.

the existing bullding.

e branch, M-

awalting the
hiteetural re-

concerned about the age and condltion of

“The hcallng.and air-conditioning unlis
are growlng old and won't support an ex-
pansion here,” Plummer said, “The roof is
teaking. All sorts of capital expcndllurcs
will be needed if we stay here.”

THE LIBRARY'S lower level has twice
flooded, In 1981 and 1989, and Is five fect
below the 100-year flood plain and one foot

know if that's

below the 10-year flood plau\, Plummer
said. . .

The.lbrary president said he and other
trustees are aware that many are “not con-
vinced" that the existing library is cramped
and that more space is needed. *The need is
still here. We're loaded with statistics that
show why we are unfacilitlzed — 1 don't
a word,”

The Farmingten Community Library, vm
cluding the downtown Farmlington branch

say Ilbrary branch is cramped, busy

circulated 614,250 books and other materl-
als in 1990 and answered 179,247 reference
questions, hosted 39,568 people for different
programs and another 21,295 people for

Plummer said.

i to llbrary

The 12 Mile branch reached an all-time
recard high for-the two-branch library sys.
fem April 16 when traific at the branch
cresied at 1,649 from 10 a.m to 9 p.m.

Of the llhrnrys total service popelation
of B4,271, 45,696 arc active library card
holders.

Architec:ts to comment on plan to expand library

Continued from Paga 1

Plummer said they are wllling to
give It another go-round.

Trustees have asked clty offlclals
to.consider selling acreage on Peitz-
MDOQT to the library for a new,
80,000-squarc-foot building. The clty

. council has not yet made a decision
though it has talked of reserving
land for the llbrary when the parks
and recreation master plan Is adopt-

IN NOVEMBER 1989, Farming-

ton and Farmington Hi)Is voters de-

feated a $14.5 million bond issue to

bulld a new 80,000-squar-e-foot main

tibrary on the north slde: of 12 Mille,
+ east of Halsted.

They also defeated a nequest for a
r. naxlmum. 1.5-mill operating tax,
w ‘hich would have allow::d the two-
b “anch Wbrary system ti> be finan-
ci ally independent of Frarmington
ar. «d Faremlngton Hills,” which
fin ances the library.

1 tlsexpected that librairy officlals
wil, lagaln sk voters for fi nanclng in

the future, both for llbrary cxpan
sion and operations.

“We're sensltlve about asking for
tax money, We recognize we have
the obligation to give the best value
for tax dollars, both shori-term and
long-term.” library director Beverly
Papai said.

TIE NEXT TIME they go to vot-
crs — it won’t be this year — library
trustees want to be sure the locatlon
of a new library is in the heart of the
clty. A reason for the 1989 defeat,
officials said, ls because voters were

unhappy with the western location of
a new Jibrary.

That's why library trustees have
their cyes on the 1’¢ltz property,
south of 1-696, west of Farminglon
Road.

Landscape architect John Grissim
- who drafted a conceptual plan for
Pcz-MDOT ~— pinpointed  elght
acres for a possible larger library on
the ecast side of the eltz property,
near Farmington Road.

“It was proven in lhc tast clection
{(1989) that location was part of our
undoing,” Plummer “Péltz s

ud

the only central piece of property to
use.”

IN SPRING 1990, the Farmington
and Farmington Hills city councils
voted 11-1 that building a new M-
brary was preferred over expansion.
Marks cast the opposing baltot.

Though trustees have agreed to
liear two more opinions on expand-
ing ‘on site, the need for enlarged
quariers — for public seating and
space for miaterials —. continues as
doces Lhe beliel that the existing 1i-
brary is ot easy 10 expand.

Freedom ‘absolutely great’ for ex-teacher

Coritinuod from Page 1

, work and seck regutar employment.
His release followed a re-sentencing
by Dakland County Circult Judge
Hilda Gage, who revised her sen-
tence at the directlon of the Supreme
Court In November to a four-year
minimum. She had origlnally scn-
tenced klm to a mandatery 20 to 30
years in 1987, a sentence she called

“Inappropriate” but ene that she was
regliired by law to pass.

Tht * Augnst 1990 Supreme Court
declst on altows judges dlsicretlon in-
senter, \cing in such cases for “sub-
stantiz” « and] compelllng rea sons.”

The re-sentencing has. been ap-
peated by 1the Oakland Couinty Pro-
secutor ' o lfice, and It could be up-
wards ¢ *f tvro years before 3, decision
Is mad: * WWolfram said, *"The pro-
secutor”, s ofifice has taken a *very vig-
orous ag proach. They have iappeated
every ca’s¢ in Oakland Courity when

. a judge ¢ leparted from the manda(o-

Kroger urgec1 to let

Con"nuod from Page 1

the effort might be what one called
“a lost cause,” many arc dolng their
part to elrculate the petitions, which:
“oppose the Kroger Co.'s actlon of
preventing another grocery store
{rom occupying the vacated Kroger
store . . . Preventing another retall
food store Irom occupylng this space
ls depriving the residents, a large
number of whom are senior citizens,

“I'm goi bg to do everything I can”
to help, s2 id Lester London, a resi-
dent of Jar nestown Apartmen ts, who
said petitlc ns will be circuliated at
bridge gan tes and get-togetiiers at
the comple x. Since the clos,!ng, he

.has corres; ronded with and talked

with repres . entatives of Krogier ‘who
told him tht *: change was “strictly a
business dec  ision.”

SINCE TE 1E CLOSING, Loindon is
shopplng at  a nearby A&IP and

Ty sentence,

“Frankly, once he's discharged
from parole, I don't think there's
anything anybody can do to him,”
Wolfram added.

WHILE IN PRISON, Schultz said
he heard from a number of people
who said they were sentenced too
harshly. “It makes you feel maybe
this happencd to bring light to a
wrong situation,” he .said. “That’s
how I'kept strong. The system's defi-

nitely not flawl

Schultz was arrested in November
1986 during an undercover drug raid
on a house on Hayden Strect in
downtown Farmington, where co-de-
fendant Daniel-Jamicson lived, Jam-
ieson- jumped bail and was recently
arrested in Montreal, Canada, where
he Is awaiting extradition proceed-
ings to bring him to the U.S. to face

drug charges. Schultz had brought a .

package to Jamieson's house as a fa-
vor, but said he did not know there

was any cocalne involved

Schultz and Woltram plan to meet
this weck to discuss the future.
Speaking engagements to schools, or
maybe law school classes to discuss
the case, could be possible. “He's so
articulate in speaking about what
it’s like In he system,” Wolfram
sald. “I think he can scare some klds
“straight too,
But right now, he's got some tib-
erty-to fee), and some things to work
out.”

supermarket rent empty store

sales, \nhnn they were getting ready
te close this store, T wouldn’t go in
there.”

Merchants in the Grand-Halsted
Plaza where the closed Kroger store
Is located may also get into the act.
Richard Herstein of The Little Pro-
{essor book store has petitions on the
counter at his business, and has cus-
tomers ask about the vacant grocery
store.

“Their closing has cut the traffic

war — 1 don’t wanl to blame Kroger
entirely. But the closing will take its
tol.”

Herstein said he plans to “get out
and walk around and talk to other
store awners™ with the petitions,

Although the Observer could not
reach representatives of Standard

struction Co., the shopping cen-
‘s owner, M(Slmm. said she spoke
with someone " who told her the
Kroger Co. held a 40.ycar lease on
the space and w
lease. She was told some 11,500 peo-
ple per week patronized the store be-
fore it closed.

Obgerver & Ercentric

as 20 years into the -

“We have done studies. It will lit-
erall¥ cost as much as i new build.
ing. The difference (in costs) was not
that great,” Plummer said.

Trustees would like city officials
to reserve land on Péltz for a new
library, the libracy president said.
But trustees, Plummer said, remain
open to the recommendations from
the two architeets who are review
ing the situation.

“We'll get back the opinions and
the board will say, 'Yea, we made

" the right decision or OK, we should

expand here.'
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‘on the agenda ‘

To provide as much notice as ® anordina nce amendment to the ® designating Farmington Hills
possible to interested residents, Tree Protectio n Replacement Stand-  as a Bill of Rights Bicentenniat city:,
the Farmington Hills City Council.  ards Inthecity code.
releases its preliminary agenda e approval of a parks and recre- # aresolution te extend the dead-

Sor the following week. Full agen-
das also will be published prior to
the scheduled Monday meetings.
All meetings are open to the pub-
tie, .
Farmington Hills City Council
Lower level conference room
31555 11 Mile Road
9 a.m.- 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan, 26

ation Master P. 1an for the city

line for the Southland Park project.

DOMESTIC, IMPORT, EXOTIC CAR AND
This is a goals settlng session for LchT TRUCK REFAR

the city council, Tt is open to the pub- + Engine Repair « Heating - Electrical

lie. « Exhaust - Air Conditioning
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“My interlor designs
.require the best
creative sources.”
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Fine Furniture,..where quality costs you less

EEE
W Parspectives In Laminats, inc.
Fine cstom bominated firniowe ond
« 2
W Glasrworks Craations, inc.
...More then g mintoer compony,
W Unda Hayman Gallary
Contemporory ort, photogrophy 0ad custom
Hhaming,

M Dove Benkeff Painting end
Wallpaper, Inc, Thied geverstion -
(ommitted to unswpassed quokty.

Bubare Kopﬂ: ASID 1D Tery s
1L W Brminghar

rilu;‘

2 R

wl Tor con wlunon
00

Feaser, MT 4300 22 armugton Jill, NI 4 20292 Middlebelt, Livonias South of 8 Mile
296-9110 442.0880) HAON . THURS 1R 550 9 00
TUES. WED . SAT 0,105 10 4'74--()(’()0

=

OPEN SULIDAYL




