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Peltz-MDOT: Different g‘roups different dreams

" Related apinion, 15A

By Joanne Mallszewski
staff wrlter

ARK DAVIS wants Farm-

Ington Hills to buy more

vacant land before bild-

ing the proposed seven

new ballfields on the vontroversial
72-acre Peltz-MDOT property.

“They say their number one prior-
ity Is to buy more land. Let them get
the additlonal land -and then mike
decislons of where to put ballfields
based on that,” said Davis, president
of the Quaker Valley Farms Howme-
owners Association.

Davis and many other residents in
Quaker Valley and throughut the
city have for months irgued U
need to preserve as much as possi-
ble, if not all, of the city-oword va-
cant- land sould. of 1696, west of
Farmington Road, and north of
Quaker Valley.

Though divided at first. the No-
called birdwatehurs and jocks (al
letic fields advocates) have mel
_couple times to clarify their
‘tions. Davls said he acknowledg
the need for more ballfields in the
cily.

But his opposition to
Delds on Peltz-MDOT is a matter of
cconomics. And he plans to cam-
paign against any parks and recr
ation millage proposal If projusied
plans do not change.

even new

IN A PROPOSED {ive-year iction
plan ~ distributed to oy ofticuds
and interested residents thore tha i
week ago - the Iarks and Recte
atien  Comrussiun  recotnmended
construction -of four ballficlds an
three, soccer fields, vel roals,
hiking trails, picnic area and parki
on Peltz-MDOT. The estimalted cost
is $1.6 million with parks and recre-
ation millage revenues and grants as
linancing sources

The five-year-action plan 35 i
component of the proposed statesre. N "
quired parks 4nd recreation master : . :
plan. A public hearing on e pro. A natural mud waterfalt on the Peitz-MDOT tand crealed o lot of ‘debate among the peopte who toured the Farmington Hills-owned property, "Any species
posedstnaster plan is scheduled be- that can survive here won't if the trces come down.” Farmington Hills residen) Joe Derek said. ) - '
fore the Farmington Hilis Planmng . .

Commission al 7.30 tumphl 0 ity !
couneil chambers pamization wis unavalable for com.

Davis believes coss for a pro.  fent
posed road into Pellz-MIXIT and Jue Midler of the Farmngton
ballfields are too high, with esti- Soceer Club s evr the moere than

- oot}
210108 by SHARON LML UR/STaT Dhotogtagham

Miliir heliey el of smaller pareels for youth b wtw mallage pian, spe 10y expected that @ master plan
tbet one’ priog ot athietics. abse cuftins fecammens  Vices mmmr Dan Dotter s alsu wall be dratted speaihically for
4o the ity must datumy for other parks and recres  mallage B not address ol the Peltz-MDOT land )
Miller too belicves  ation needs. ncluding Heritage (e tings i the action plan

“We can't tell you exactly where

mates for the road and ‘bufldozng 500 Kids who participate need ot walt on Peltzz-MDOT - Park . Although the spotlight has turned X ! . ¢
for the fields to runging from  beast cight mere fuelds unmediately - tungh that wouldn'e folfili al the 0 the fate of the Peliz-MUOT lung, e, pallields :::3:5;:‘\"{;?3} "
$800,000-51.2 milllan i addation ta the 10 ey ROW e wccer e AFTER THE planning comin.  Patter cautioned i vy only S S adding tat tandscagr

G An reduce fEalluws more of o commumty  sten recommends cither approval of  component of the, proposed mn\-r

a0 fambes can gathier for tie demial of the proposed master plan plan
“UMiler satd cOther come tomght, the ety counel will review ‘Assutmiag, U
wand sehedale a public eating 4

“p strongly recomriiend that the  The'eight fredds are need,
aumber of new athletie fields not be  the overloaded Del! sehedule and
tied to Jocation 1 the nillage plan 1 would alline fields that get torn
will join others in the ity who will  up dutzag to he totated. Fot
campaign  against  the -(proposed  the future ther fonetuiesix fields . wieh Rt . )
parks and recreation) unflage if al are aeeded mends land nqnnllwu and develop- SThe aext step then would be to
includes the present  transitsonal
park ‘wath seven athletie hieids” at
Peltz-MDOT,” Davis said.

1t clear po more than the recom-
mended number can be developed on
the wooded land

‘We've had a lot of input: The goal
Impromise.”

yeung to do with
1" Potter said

REPRESENTATIVES of lln' l).m'-
ball-seftball and soccer leagues
they need more fivlds

1deally. the 1,106-1.2
teams in 1990 — who particy
the  South -Farmington
League need anather five or s
fields in addition to the existing 19 .
fields on which they play, saud cume Quaker Valley Farms resicdent
tessioper Roxanne Filzpatrivk Steve Lange, ke many of the

Because there 1s a desperate need  rogidonts in the subdivision
for fields Fitzpatrick ‘M:\lhllll mu(nql south of the Peltz-MDOT
o some built oo ”7“:::‘\”(;::‘( land, s famuiiar with the

e H1ds 4 'y > sreai 2o
f5 on Pelt-MDOT, reabsuently,  YO0ded terrain, crocks and
34 yeurs down the tvd What | 1@ s near 1-696. While
© louring the land., Lange
points 1o the flat area where
ahietic helds are proposed
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st b I M o .
Nancy House of Farmington Hills joined about con!mvev-«ml Peiltz- MDOT acreage. south of I- . . )
20 residents and reptesentatives trom the De- t of Farnungton foad. As House : . :
troil Audobon Socicty and Friends of the tound out, the only way to get down some of !
Rouge River on a Saturday morning tour af the * the wooded hals was to slide.




