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She turns romance writing into career

Judith Blackwell Myers has found
romance.

It al! staried a few years ago when
a friend presented the then-aspirlng
writer with a gift: “Wrlting Reo-
mance for Love and Proflt.” Today,
she does just that.

- The 38-ycar-old former Livonian
llves In Sacramento, Calif., with her
husband and 3-year-old ' daughter
-and, writing as Julle Meyers, i3 be-
coming a highly pepular romance
novellst

Myers had never scen any of her
work ‘published, although she had
been wriling slnce grade school. Af-
ter reading the gift book thoroughly,
she adapted a kind of "l Can Da
That" attitude.

‘FmST. SHE read all the best-sell-
Jng romances of the time, going over
;each onc ever so carefully, paying

special attention (o things llke con-

tent, style, plot, length.
She sent away to various romance

publishing houses for writers gulde-
Jines. She joined the Romance Writ-
crs of Amerlea (RWA) and met other
wrlters, honed her writing skills, and
learned more about marketing ro-
mance fictlon.

An editor from Harlequin, one of

‘the world's largest publishers of ro-

mance fiction, spake to Myers' local
chapter of RWA. Myers took coplous
notes and hung on every word,

THEN, SHE sat down and wrote
the first three chapters of a teen ro-
mance she titled “Just Like Jessica,”
Shortly thereafter, she sent the chap-
ters to Crosswinds, a dlvision of Har-
lequin that specializes in Young
Adult books.

All her homework apparently pald
off. Crosswinds bought the book, on
the strength of those first three
chapters.

Since then, Myers has proposed
four more books to Harlequin, and
Harlequin has bought. them all

book -
break

Victoria
Diaz

“Face to Face” was published in
1989 and “In the Cards" in 1990.
“Comiort and Joy" and its sequel,
“Body and Soul.” will be out carly
next year.

Also slnce then, “Face to Face”
won the Golden Heart Award from
JRWA for the Best Unpublished Book
of 1987. After publicatlon, the book
was a finalist for the RWA's Golden
Medallion Award for Best Short Con-
temporary Romance In 1989.

THOUGH MYERS declines to re-
veal her income as a romance writer

it's "comfertable.”

“Tao be a successful romance writ-
er, you need 1o know exactly what
line you're writing toward, and what
market you're writing for,” she sald,
"You have to work with certain page
limitations, certain levels of sensual-
ity.

y"Oumrv.\.risc, you'll just shed a lot
of blood, sweat and tears, and
there'l] be no {market) available for
your work. Of caurse, if you're work-
ing purely as a hubbylst, and want to
write 0 boek that will just suit you

_ CLEARLY, MYERS is not into
this writing business as *'a hobbyist,”
1t's obvious after talking with her for
only a few minutes that she is not
someone interested in writing for
hersel only, then relegating her
words to the bottom of a desk
drawer somewhere,

She can quote facts and ligures re-
lated to the romance writing field as

handily as a seasoned economist can
ratile off numbers and statistles,

And_though she may deal in ro-
mantic fantasles when she's writing,
she's certalnly no dreamy-eyed type
sitting around and hoping the muse
will drop In.and pay her a long, In-
spiring vislt.

She writes flve days a weck with-
out foll, turning out three to four
pages a day, whether she feels "in-
spired” or nat, and usually complet-
ing one chapter cvery week.

After a recent visit with friends
and Samily in Livonia, she was back
at work once again in her at-home
oftige in Sacramento.

BOTH OF her forthcoming novels
will feature the usual girl-meets-
boy, girl-loses-boy, ete. plot line of
romance fiction. But the stories will
be played out against an unpusual
background.

“Harlequin puts out about 72 titles
per month. And because they put out
50 many titles, they're always cn-
couraging authors to come up with
backgrounds and olher things Uml
are fresh and new.”

Many years ago, sbe read about
the Boston-based Helping Hands or-
ganization, which tralns Capuchin
monkeys 10 live with and assist peo-
ple who are in wheelchairs. After
looking into the subjcet & bit more,
she decided to build her next ro-

mance novels around a fictionalized’

version of the group.

“I told Helping Hands about my
project, and they've helped me {o re-
search extensively.”

Trust Judith Blackwell Myers/Ju-
lie Meyers to do hur homework.

Victeria thaz is o Livoma-
based book rericwer.

{"that would be crass”), she does say
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EVERY DE’NL IS OF THE FINEST QUALITY! Newty con-
strucled transiional home prosenls all the amenitics for a
lavish lilestyto. Offers 2 story entry and family room, piekled
oak woodwork, 2 firoplaces, gourmat kilchen, formal living
raom., -elegant master suile with jacuzzi, walk-out fower level
and 3 car garago. $399 550 626-9100 02-B-1924

WOODED RAVIRE AND BABBLING STREAM! A setene sefting -
accompames this well cared [or hame. Showcases 2 fre-
f;n:es qarden room, vaulfled cedings, (ots of glass and sky-
ights, deck and securty system. Offors 4 bedrooms,
oversized lving room, 3 baths and much mora' $315.000
646-6000 03-A-5350

RARE OPPORTUNITY! Outstanding Colanial is sure 10 ga las!.
Fealuros oxpansive family room with gorgeous freplace, 3
bedrooms, formal (iving and dining raoms, fresh docor and 2
car garago. Cuslom doch ovorloohs panoramic parklike set-
ling. Lovely! $194,900 626-9300 02:8-5367

EXECUTIVE QUALITY BUILT FRENCH COLDNIAL' Stunning
home on prolassionally landscaped lol. Accenis st floor
master sute wih Flonda room, geeat room wilh replace.
-largo island kitchen wilh unique largo dcck Cuslum deco:
raled 1hroughout! $178,900 526-9100 02:0-4:

PACK YOUR BAGS AND MOVE RIGHT IN! Completely up-
dated Farminglon Hills ‘Colonial is a greal find. Boasts oak
floors, white Kitchen walh 2 pantnes, massive famdy toom wilh
lireplace and 2 doorwall to handsome deck. 4 bedrooms and
new catpel. Ofters spacious masier suifo. with privale bath!
$152,500 626-9100 02-B-5291

MORE FOR YOUR $$§! Quict clegance.descrbes thrs Farm.
ington Hifls Colomal. Features hardwood lioors in lwing sed
dining rooms. coundry kitchen open 1o lamily toom with tuit
watl freplace. farge library and 4 bedrooms all with ced-ng
fans Prvate bach yard' $149.800 626-9100 02-8.5052

CUSTOMIZED TRADITIONAL' Upgrades of this spectacular
homu includes oak floors. JennAire kichen. wood burring
firepiace m family room. spacious master suie wilh labulous
‘haih, cedar dnck avg sccunty sysiom From e gages of
House Beausi’ 5253 500 8518100 06.0-5

FILLED WITH EXTRAS® Fantastic €ondo presents cordme
foyer and kichen with bieaiast nook, cainecral ceilkngs
edensive beams ang moultings, whiripool tub 3nd securty
system. Bnck patio wath  foun $174500 B51-8100
06:8-4912 '

A VANRER' Fanlastc foor plan separates this Coloniat rom
urd Flona toom Iovely freplage i
Sed "oact ltvel, wih wet b,
ars A1 master $
909 5264100

family 109"
s 2ng b
with vk -

ALUTHE SPECIALTIES Laram costom Tugor 1 nestied
presigious SuaInmoor sub of Farmington Hirs A
Croan mou'dngs cak flcors cathedral ceding and hrept
1wy 190M. bay wintiows THench H06es 15 ity and
Kiichen. Gffers 3 bedrooms mclugng eegIn MISA srle
$259.900 B51-6100 06-8-5261

. EI S —
TOWNHOUSE LIVING' Spectacy 1 Cori
tormer model Mighignts targe ceramc
treglace, dming foom Lbrary 3 farge
hitchen, tit basemer ¥
scaped! $158 000 851

SERENITY! COJ;U

ignial tacated .

SUPERIOR LOCATION AND SETTING! Pacsed with updates
and improvomonts this Confemporary has ftaw. Featutes
heated Flonda room, cathedral ceilings, generous bving room
with freplace, 4 bedrooms ang bieaklast nook, Includes pa-
tio, centeal air and apphances $142.300 851-8100 06-B.5370

SURE TO GO FAST! Priced fo sell Colamal 15 [ocated 1n pop-

ular Kimberly Horih sub Offers expansivo famity room with

hanasame fireplace, quiol hbrary, formai kving and. dinng

raoms. 3 bediooms andt hardaodd fioors under most carpel

Smnnunn inground pool complefes this package! §129,500
-B100 06-B.5356

" BIRIINGHAY SCHOOLS' Contemyoniry geenr comes wih

5 labu'ous home Fuatures nge me\y 1a0m with matural
mpu:y remoduied hichen, form 5 and cng roam

nedioon, ard 20, bath. Bea laodscaped ot wih
m\ny!u\.(n $155,400 € 6903 05-A 5385

- HOME SWEET NJ"( L

Cameiot CL
o

SOLITUDE" Total pnvate rear yard separates this Congo from
all others  Hightights  cathedrat  ceding  greal  foom
bedrooms. lull basemen, 2 baths. difting room, and 2 ¢
gvmn Specaties incude central air and secunty nlmm
ontemporary flair $116.000 6269

START OUT RIGHT! Adorablo Farmington Hills Bungaiow of
fers s0 much for tho. pn:n Nvghhnms bay windaw and tre-
. placo in hving room, 3 ms, 2 baths, dehghiiul kitchen
with breaklast nook and p'mm\ly fimshed basoment with don.
Exira largo 2 €1 codr araga is pestoct for 1ho car bufl
$71,500 626-9100 02-B-529

 WARKS AND WELCOHE! Froghly parted Ranch 15 located i
uthfield. Features hardwood floors. 3 bedrooms, (oo
Y.Hmly ogm. elegant lving roam, inistied lower level wih rec
100m and cifice. countty itchen ang more! Sub afiers saim
club. itk and I6nais courtst $84.900 626-9100 02.8-5119

CAPTIATING CONDO LIVING' Sturming Ccn(nmponw [
tioor Condo is Hlled with oatras. Features groat room wilh WLV
bar overlooks deck and courtyard, spacious bodroom and 1°
oaths. Offers lots of storagn and pruato basemen Recentty
painted! §55,500 851:8100 06-B4166

- The Prudential ﬁ

Great Lakes Realty

came with this cut
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Condo tocated i Farm

plus 2 who'e for more

Fearures gorerous I+ master sufe wih

walkan closet ang cenfral ar and dehghttul
106 676.5100 02-0.4/0

AT A DEAL' Loaer
1 Hiis 15 0 oul

BIRMINGHAM/BLOOMFIELD
1520 N Woodward
(0 Long Lake)
646-6000

ROCHESTER
1380 Walton Bl
a1 Livesnoss)

651-8850

FRANKLIN/FARMINGTON
31000 Notthwaestorn Hwy
{at 12 Mile)

626-9100
RELOCATION OFFICE
00-521-4264

VEHY RENT WWHEN YOU CAR OV IHIS
Clase to eventhng thes co 1 e o throggh
QUL SPAZIONS VNG 03T FAEAR0E P 11 Mihen. 1 bed
100m, 1 path and dhorg rom Gaod asesimant’ $34 500
551-8100 06 8010

T CONDo

WEST BLOOMFIELD
4316 Orchard Lake!
(a1 Lone Pinc}

851-8100

TROY

3150 Lwerngrs
a1 Big Beaver)

6839-8900

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 a.m.-9 p.m. SATURDAY 9 a.m.-5 p.m. OPEN SUNDAYS
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