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County business leaders asked to aid schools

By Tim Richard
staff writer

Local schools are being hit by a
triple whammy — more to teach, a
more competitive world and more
social problems In the classroom.

‘Those themes arose In speech af.
ter speech during a Leadership Oak-
tand conference Jan. 16th spansored
by the Councll of Chambers of Com-
meree of Oakland County, Inc.

"'Apathy, lack of involvement by
parents, parechlalism” are a major
problem, concluded onc discussion

Broup among the 46 business and
Bovernmental managers,

"More parental involvement but
less parcntal pressure” are needed,
suggested another group.

POPPING UP most often was the
problem of family structure — sin-
gle parents, divorce, two working
parents.

“Only 41 percent af our children
will ever reach 18 without some sort
of divided family structure,” said
keynoter Lillian Bauder, president af
the Cranbrook Educational Facility.

“The family structure is important
ta support education.™

Curl Cohen, former Troy school
board president and Michigan PTA
president, said the lack of traditiona!
fami -~ working father,
home; ng mother, kids — maans
there a “far fewer valunteers in
the pool” to help schools

To make matlers- warse, he said,
“Schools don't weleome  parents.
They pul up sigas R. Al visi-
tors report to the office.”

Cohen urged  business ta take
greater interest an schools, releanng

employce
month” for school-related activities.

PARENTS ARE sources of bath
strength and stress to Bloomfield
Hills teachers, said union president
Samantha Ruetenik

“There s incredible pressure-(on
students) 1o go to an vy league
sthool,” she said.

She drew gasps from the audience

with the stary of a Bloamfield 1l
fu he

L yea
Sylvia Whatmer, currteulum direes

“ane hout per peeson pee

tor of Birmingham schools, said
family turnoil is caused hy “di-
vorcu. ahuse, neglect, tired parents,
iliness and the drug culture.”

“Sutne people wanl us to teach eve
crylthing - courtesy, values, health

"The next caller says, “You're
kg Lo far.” " suid Whitmer.

A NATION with ‘growing non-
readership will have trouble in.a
world cconay, several speakers
s

“Students are being entertained at
i Last pace iby television; We have

 Saks Fifth Avenue’s

Final Winter

- Now

30% to 70%

learance

te go against MTV,” said Christy
Hicks, a North Farmington High
fraduate uttending Oakland Univer-
sity and plunning to become a teach
er.

“We watch too much TV in’ this

country, and it’s killing us. We've got -

1o’ patrol " said John Schultz, su-
perintendent of Rochester schools.

Bauder of Cranbrook cited 13 per
cent illiteracy in the United States,
aggravated by a “growing division
of the haves and have-pots - @
large underclass of upemployed and
unemployable ™
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Oxiginal® Prices

| Right now, find tremendous savings on selected dresses,

fashion accessories and 14K gold jewelry for women, and

many items in our Intimate Apparel and K.1.D.S. Collections.
‘ Everything to wear now, by the most respected names in
- fashion today. You'll also find outstanding values on an
- extensive selection of sale-priced Revillon furs.
This is one sale that’s not to be missed.
~ Because there’s no sale quite like the
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 Saks Fitth Avenue Final Winter Clearance Sale.



