Even R‘epu‘blican's wary of budget cuts

By Tim Richard
staft wrlter

“I'm -voting for it because the
House wlll reject it,” sald Geake,

On paper, it looked as if House
Democrats rejected Gov. John En-
gler's budget revislons Tuesday on a
party-line vote.

In fact, some Republicans, too,
kad problems with Engler’s cuts.

At week's end, Jeaders of the three
factions — the executive office, Re-
publican-led Senate and Democrat-
led House — started negotiations on
how to clese a §1.1 billion gap in (hc
$7.4 billion budget.

“There are several items I do not
support,” said Sen, R, Robert Geake,
R-Northville, told the Senate Appro-
priations Committee. He cited En-
gler's planned closing of the Lafay-
ette Clinic, a mental health service
and rescarch facllity on the Wayne
State Unlversity campus,

Less than an hour later, In the
House - Appropriations Committee,
Rep. Maxine Berman, D-Southfield,
made almost the identlcal remark.
“The mental health cuts weren't that
bad except for the Lafayctte clinie,”
said Berman, a new member of the
Appropriations panc).

THE DIFFERENCE was
they voted party lnes.

Geake and six Republicans on the
Scnate . Appropriations Committee
gave 7 to 4 approvat of Engler's ex-
ccutive order 1o cul $265 million in
spending. (Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farm-
ington Hills, was absent.)

Berman, Wilfred Webb of Hazel
Park and 13 Democrats rejected 18
to 8 most of the budget cuts. Voting
to support the Republican governor
was Gordon Sparks, R-Troy.
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State Rep. Maxine Berman, D-
Southfield, landed a coveted scat on
the House Appropriations Commit-
tee as she starts her fifth term 1
Lansing.

And freshman Rep. Barbara Dobb,
Rt-West Bloomficld, ieaped onto the
Taxation Committee as her big as-
signment. It wilt take up Gov. John
Engler's proposed 20 pecent proper-
ty tax cut. .

Appropriations, the committee
that allocates moncy, and Taxation,
the panel that ralses it, are consid-
cred two of the choleest’ plums in the
Legislature,

HOUSE SPEAKER Lewlis Dodak,
D-Montrose, relcased his committee
appointments  Tuesday, fully two
months alter Senate majority leader
Richard Posthumus, R-Alto, made
his assignments.

Dodak’s action dampened specula-
tion he would hold up committee as-
signments until after the House
votes on whether to accept a 16 per-
cent pay increase proposed by &
compensation commission, Dodak
favorsit.

Berman gave up the chair of the
louse Elections Commitiee and a
seat on Taxation for the Appropria-
tions assignment.

“l may be sorry,” she grinned as
ber new panel split over budgel revi-
sions.

Two other area members, Willred

. Webb, D-Hazel Park, and Gordon

Sparks, R-Troy, retained their scats
an Appropriations. loth represent
portions of Troy.

Appropriations members have so
much work that they rarely are giv-
en other committee assignments.

CNERE 'S HOW area members
fared in the new lincup:

® Bermah — Appropriations.

e Michael Bouchard, R-Birming-
ham, a freshman — Judiciary {an
other major plum), Economic Devel-
apment, Liquer Control. .

# Dobh — Taxation, Constitution
and Women's Issues, Liquor Control,
Senior Citizens and Retlrement.

s Jan Dalan, R-Farmington Hills
— Conservation, Recreation and En-
vironment “(one committee),” Con-
sumers, House Oversight, Liquor
Cantrol.

‘e Thomas -Middletonz R:Qrton,
“ville —~ Educatlon, laber, Town

 and" Counties. Middleton 1s a fresh-

man in a district that extends to
Oakland Township

® Sparks — Approprlations

* Webb - Appropriations
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correctly pi the other cham-
ber’s vote.
* Geake had other objections to En-
gler's culs:

# Contracts would be eliminated

. for social services emergency needs,

® Cuts were made in an Arab-
Chaldcan program of counseling and
Job-finding services headquartered
on Telegraph Road in Sauthfield.

® Cities hosting horse racing
tracks would lese $3.5 milllion in
state 1axes on wagering — about
$900,000 apiece for Livonia, North-

ville and Hazel Park.

In a rare public disagreement, Ap
propriations Chair Harry Gast, R-St
Joseph, replied to Geake: "I have a
couple of communitics that want a

- race track, and they'd be willing to

sign a bleod oath that they'll never
ask-for a peany of state subsidy.”

DEMOCRATS HAD-many objec-
tions — Faxon and Lans Pallack of
Ann Arbor critivized arts cuts —~ but
the most often used partisan word
was “mean-spirited.”

House Speaker Lewis Doduk, D-
Montrose, unveiled his broad ap-
proach to finding $1.1 billion: taking

one-third fram the budget stabjliza-
tion (rainy day} fund; getting onc-
1hird from budget cuts; and finding
one-third in “short-term strategies™
- selling state assets, furloughing
employees, giving incentives for ear-
ly retirement.

Engler's changes, in contrast,
showed 10 percent coming from the
rainy day fund, 80 percent from
budget cuts and 10 percent from
short-term steategies.

The Michigan  Constitution  re-
quires the governor, when revenues
appear to be falling short, to make
budget cuts and submit them to the
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appropriations committees in both
chambers. The Heuse panel’s rejec:
tion killed Engler's executive order.
The new governor has 30 days (o
& new plan.

JOE Counroy, D-Flint, an Ap-
propriations member, ts urally
beaten up when he said, "I we were
10 raise our income tax by 1 pereent
for one year, we would nut have a
problem."

Countered Dan DeGrow, R-Port
Huron “A.L.percent inerease i the
ncorne tax would be ove rwn--lmmg-
1y defeated ™

Said David Holmes, D-Detron 1

wouldn't be alluwed back in Detroit .
il T voted for these culs. As we say in
the tabor movement, the governor
has gone to an extreme in the hope
that he’ll wind up in the middle.”

Replied Vern Ehlers, R-Grand
Ragnds [ have trouble every week-
end going home to Grand Rapids.
They think alf the money goes 16 De-
troit”

Ixemocrats concentrated therr fire
on Engler's plan to cul General As-
sistance, a welfare * program  for
adults without children; Job traiting
for young adults on GA and AFI[X"
and mentat health layoffs
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