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~ Secretary to make retlrement an adventure
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overnment and - wondered atoud
why she was hired.

'Business is very political. But it's
a different kind of politics,” Balm-
“forth said. "Here, I had to learn poll-
llcs There was no one to teach me.”

" *BUT ANYONE who knows Balm-
{orlh also knows she's got a handle
+'6n city hatl, her job and the nuances
f city politics. Humar (s her. well-
kbown tool. She has that touch of hu-
*‘ntor that acknowledges reallty and
. buis it in its place.
‘She has such a keen sense of hu-
for,” sald Judy Laidlaw, executlve
ecretary in the clty manager’s off-
““lee who works with Balmforth. When
Balmforth retires, Laldlaw will §ill
“"her Job.
° “If anyone who knows her with
her onediners . ..
‘miss her,” Laidlaw sajd.
. Balmforth knows her own ways.
“Humor says a lot. The enly legacy
my Irlsh father had te leave me was

we're golng to

his sense of humor and It has served
me well.”

Her ability to size up a situation *

and to know Just where she stands —
especlally as a woman — In the mid-
dle of It also has served her well,

“I've had to learn to change as the

attitude toward ™ working has
changed and women’s place In the
work force has changed. If you don't
change with it, you're going to be un-
happy.”

As Balmforth says, “I go back be-
fore copy machines.” And she goes
back to the days when carnlng $75 a
montk was not bad, especlally for a
woman. “I think things are coming a
little casier for women In the work
world today. I don’t think they real-
ize how casy It is now."

BALMFORTH HAS worked most
of her life. She moved into city gov-
croment after a short sabbatlcal
from working In the business world.
After her Farmington Hills inter-
vlew, her late husband Alfred told

would be a good histo-,

Barbara Balmforth has worked with
three city managers, 17 mayors and
what mathematically works out to 102
city council members in her 17 years
at the city administration building at
11 Mile and Orchard Lake roads.

ber to take the job. “Now I look up
there and say, ‘Alfred, are -you
watching.” He told me to- take the
govgrhmen! Job — people don" t work

After 17 years at elty hatl, Balm-
forth will tell you that's simply not
true. “1 don't think people realize
how hard people work here and how
complex the city ks, They really are
carcful about guarding how much
money s spent.”

People’s attitudes have changed

|Ex-station
chief dies

A lohgtime firefighter for Farm-
ington 1flls, who retired as the
.fchief of Fire Station.Ne. 3 In 1977,
died Jan, 22 of a heart attack.

* Robert Noel Brown, 56, who was
born In Farmington and lived most
recently in Brighton, was taken to
McPherson Hospital -in  Howell|
where he died at 10:30 a.m.

He grew up in Southfield, just
four blocks from the Farmington|
Township border,

He started with the Hills Fire,
Department in 1958 as a volunteer,
eventually heading Station No. 3,
ond alse worked for 36 years for|
Ford Motor Co. After his retire-
ment In 1977, he moved to Brigh|
ten, “He always loved [Ishing, so he|
moved right onto a lake,” sald his|
son, Robert William Brown.
Funeral services were held Fri-|
day, Jan. 25 at the St. Paul’s Epls-
cepal Church In Brighton, with|

obituaries

though, She recalls the days when ~

residents would call and say “you're
¢rooks, you're thieves.” That's not s0
much the case anymore. “Govern-
ment is more professional - now,
More professlonal people are getting
Into government. I think there Is
more respect for government ser-
vices, It pays better and it's more se-
cure.”

There's no doubt that Balmorth's
knowledge and memory of the city
and events at city hall with all its

£y lesson, If not a great movie, She's
watched the clty grow from its in-
fancy and recalls well some of the
struggles.
“Barbara probably knows as much
about this city as anyone,” city man-
ager Willlam Costick sald. “She's
been a real asset.”

In fact, there’s talk that someone
better get her phone number. She —
better than most — knows exactly
where things are. filed, how to find
them and how things are to be done.

“SHE'S BEEN here 17 years. Our
office won't be the same without
her," Laldlaw sald. “You don't work
ata placc this long and go away un-

missed.”

Balmforth's fob means change.
Every year a new mayor comes in
and every year things arc be a little
different, depending on the crisls of
the moment and the personalitles.

“It's always been.fun. Each city
manager has been different. Bl
{Costick) by far has been the most

professional. He ls bright and very
;npab!e 1sce how hurd lu: tries to be
ir."

Declding to retire waml an easy
one for Balmforth. “I'm alene. I felt
that I'm wot as sharp and its more
stressful to maintain a level of elft-
ciency, which [ probably don't have
to”

But Balmf{orth sald that’s her gen-
cratlon speaking. “I've been saying
that when I'm gone, there aren't any-
more. I'm a different gencration of
work ethic,” Balmforth said.

She plans (o stay in Lhe area, visit
family and as a member of Nomads,
expects to do a lot of travellng. And
she finds it's a perfect time to do all
the things she’s wanted to do,

“There's 50 much to learn about.
Someone sald to me that if you walk
inte a library, you'll see all the books
you'll never have time in your llfe to
read. It makes me realize 1 don't
have that many good years left. My
retirement — It's going to be anoth-
er adventure.”

MARIE E:MAYS

Mrs. Mays, 68, of Southfleld, for-
merly of Farmington, dled Jan, 22 In
ﬁe;idmxd Villa Nursing Home, South-

eld,

Born in Detrolt, Mrs. Mays was a
retail sales consultant for Hudsons,
She was a'former member of VFW
Auxlilary.

Survivors Include her son Robert;
daughter, - Denise McCarty, six

grandchildren and flve great-grand-
childrcn

Services were Jan. 25 at the Thay-
er-Rock Funeral Home, Farmington,
with the Rev. Leonard Partensky of-
ficiating. Burlal was In Qakland
Hitls Cemetery, Novi.

Memorlals may be made to the
Michlgan Cancer Society.

WILLIAM EDWARD BRAUN
Mr. Braun, 56,.0f Farmington dled
Jan, 22 in St. Mary Hospltal, Livonia.

Services were Jan. 26 at the Thay-
er-Rock Funeral Home, Farmington, ¢ .
with the Rev. Thomas Scherger of
the Splrit of Chrlst Evangellcal
Presbyterian Church, Novl, officiat-
ing, Burial was In Evergreen Ceme-
tery, Detrolt.

Memortals may be made to Rosa-
‘lyn Bryant Memorfal Fund for Chil-
dren, 19410 Middlcbelt Road, Livo-
nla 48152,

ROBERT NOEL BROWN

Mr. Brown, 56, of Brighten, for-
merly of Farmington Hills, dled Jan.
2. A

Born In Farmington Townshlp,
Mr, Brown was with the Farmington
Hills Fire Department first as a vol-
unteer in 1958 and retlring as chicf
of Station 3 In 1977. He also retired
from Ford Motor Company after 36

was In Oakland Hills Cemetery,

Novt.

JOHIN R, WILSON, SR.

Mr, Wilson, 76, of Farmington
Hills dled Jan. 23 in Providence Hos-
pltal, Southfield.

Born [t Detroit, Mr. Wilson was a
maintenance engineer for the Farm-
ington Public Schools, Prior to
Farmington Schools, he was with the

, malntenance department at Ethyl

Corp. -

Survivors include his wife, Allle;
sons, John R. Jr., and Stephen;
dnughters, Carol Ann Brahm and
Edythe Parry; two brothers and two
slsters; nlne grandchlldren and five

_great-grandchildren.

Services. were Jan. 26 ot the

.McCabe Funeral Home, Farmin

n
Hills, wlith the Rev, David Caudle of-
liclating. Burial was In OQakland

FRANCIS E. SHERIDAN

Mr, Sheridan, 85, of Farmington
Hills dted Jan, 24 in Henry Ford Hos-
pital, Detrolt.

Born'In Detroit, Mr, Sherldan was
a retired divisional account manager
for Michigan Bell. He was a member
of St. Clare of Assisl Catholic
Church, Monaghan Knights of Co-
lumbus and Telephone Ploneers,

Survivors include his wife, Lola;
sons, Francis A, Richard, Thomas

Farmington
Pbseruer

{USPS 187-840)

taga paid at, Birmingham, Mt 46009.
0910. Postmastor: Sand address
changos to Observer & Ecconiric®,
Nowspnpors 805 E. Maple, Blrming-
ham MI.48002-09 10, Tolephone 644-

" SUBSCRIPTION RATES
{in Onkland County}

Nowsstand .
Oneyoar ., .\ . ...
(Elmhora n0.5.AY
0.00

Ono yani
All nﬂvnnlslnq published In tho
Ob:

and Phlllp; Kathleen
Weber, Jean Scanlan and Mary
Hunsberger; two ‘sisters; 30 grand-
chlldren and 10 great-grandchildren.

Mass was celebrated Jan, 28 In St.
Clare of Assls| Cathalie Church, Bur-
lal was In Holy Sepulchre Cemetery,
Southfield,

Memorials may be made to the
LHM. Retirement Fund. Arrange.
ments were made by the O'Brien
Chapel/Ted C. Snlllvan Funcral
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: The Lakes Area Youth Soccer League will

hold registration for the 1990 Fall season
at the Abbott Middle School on:

THURSDAY: JANUARY 31, 1991 - 7:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
AND

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1991 - 10:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m.
ORCHARD LAKE ROAD at COMMERCE ROAD

This program is for boys and girls ages 6 through
18 years old whose birthdate is 1984 or earlier.
Proof of age is.required for players new to the
league and social security number is required. For
more information call 258-4321.

FEES: New Players $36 Fall '91 Players $23

Night Ca P |
Extra registration forms for mall available at: lg . *
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