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House
panel
debates
tax cut
plan

By Tim Richard
stadl writer

House Detnocrats say Gov. John
Engler's property tax cut plan does
too much for well-off people who
don't need it - including seator citi-
zens,

But state reasurer Doug Reberts,
Engler's financial right acm, argued
the state needs a 20 pereent school
property tax cut for alt — rich, poor
and business.

“We can't address every single

. pussible [ssue," Roberts warned the
House Taxation Committee Tuesday
as he argued for an across-the-board

cul.

1t was the panel's first meeting of
the new session, Absent was fresh-
man Rep. Barbara .Dobb, R-West
Bloomticld, whose lakes district has
been the scenc of some of the'state’s
loudest praperty tax protests.

REP. JAMES Kvsteva, D-Canton,
tossed . the administration’s argu-
ment back in his lap, saying the plan
contained several special favors.

“Why the assistance to seniors?”
asked Kosteva, referring to Engler’s
preposal to exempt the elderly from

. all school operating property taxes
over three years. "Obviously seniors
are an clfective ;mllllcul organiza-
tion to satisty.”

Cummitice chair Lyan Jondahl, D-

Okemos, quoted the American Asso-

clation of -Retired Persons as eriti-
cizing that_ feature for “pitting age
groups against each other.

“We have it in the law right now.”
replied Roberts, saying that special
treatment for the clderly is an estab-
lished principle in Michigan.

Deputy treasurer Gary Wolfram
added that older people have little

capacity 1o increase their incomes,
have less discretionary income and
have special  home maintenance
problems. .

“WHY INCREASE the circuit
breaker?” Kosteva continued, Kn.
gler wants 1o raise the amount of in-
come tax rebate (clrcult breaker) a
houschold can receive from the cur-
rent $1,200 to $2.500 over a period of
years.

Nick Khoury, another . deputy
treasurer, replied that the idea is
based on a Senate Republican plan
of last year.

Kosteva kept ficing at Roberts'
conlention that Engler's plan was
limited to an across-the-board prop-
erty tax cut. “It's inherently a school
finance prop: Kosteva.
“We will now reimburse school dis
triets without regard 1o wealth, We
would widen the gap between in-for-
mula and out-of-formula school dis.
tricts.”

Replied Wollram:
rclmhllr\v we'll have a

=

I we dontt
difficult

s plan is that the stale
treasury would return 1o all districts
the property tax revenue they would
lose il the state cet assessments 20
pereent, .
Demoerats objected that suburban
disticts with $8,000 per pupil to
spend shouldr’t be reimbursed while
. other dislricts have only $2.500 per
pupil.

COMMITTE JAIR Lynn Jon-

, dabl, D-Okemos, arpued for belter
proportional benefils for low-income
people rather than an across-the.
board cut

“As long as Pve studied econom-
ies,” replivd Roberts, “the property
tax has been considered regressive.
This (cul) doesa’t make it worse. Cut-
ting a regressive tax does not histor-
ically hurt the poor.”

Rep. Ted Wallace, D-Detroit, ar-
gued that the $1.2 billien in benefits
wonld be spread across the baard but
paid fur by paid by renters and

uts in services to the poor,
“'m, gensitive to the issue,” Rab-
erts said. But he said l)glrmu’ ™S are

paying some ol the most burden-
_-sume praperty taxes and. that De-
troit schoals “are a major beneficial
of the schonl aid formula™
Rep. Perry llllll'ml -Ann Arbor,
Lihstered the Eng as “Hotin
Hood in fove l.lkm;; fram the
poar ta help the tich He called for
more ciremit breaker help and a0
cuts far husiness.
REI KK Profit,

D-¥psilann,
eritieized
s Hlanchard's
million plan as worth. oaly 5
s a week. But Profit said 1n-
plan was worth only 7 cents to
a family wilh a $20,000 income and
A $10,000 home.

s math wa

recalled Engler last ye:
Demaoeratic G
$25

15 corrected by Rep.

amuented 1o $5.76 in that example

And Roberts noted thial the exam.
,,1.‘ famnily already. wonld be getting

subslantial “circuit hreaker™ help.
ain low-income ople won't
get any relief at all. They already
get the hamestead eredit,” Haoberts
said -

WB resident wins women’s award

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

#*Debra L. Cain, exccutive diree: .

1or of a non-profit agency thal
helps the victims of rape and do-
mestic violence, has been natned
the 1991 winner of the Athena
Award,

‘The award s presented annually
by the Oakland County Chamber of

, Commerce to recognize an out-

standing person wha has attained
or supported ~professlonal excel-
lence among wemen.

Caln, a West Bloomficld resi-

dent, will recel e award to-
night at the Troy Marriotl, site of
the chamber's Blst annual mem-
bership meeting.

Fifteen people were numm‘nvd
Cain won the coveted award for
her work with Haven, a Pontiac.
based agency that helps the vie
tims of violence and provides infor-
mation aimed at elitninatin

She oversees an $850,000 opera-
ting budget and staff of 15 to 18
full-timie eaployees and akout 200
volunteers.

HAVEN PROVIDED segvices Lo

tore than 7,000 people last year
wilh its 24-hour cris
bed emergency sheltes
counseling  and” advo
grams. The ageney speci
5518 m. rape victims and people
who have suffered because of do-
mestic v X .

Under Cain's leaderskip, Haven
has grown from a prograt spon-
sored by the YWCA inlo an inde-
peadent v wi hoard
of directol
ing to the n commrittee that
reviewed her qualifications.

Some of Haven's services have

been models for simidar programs
cmulated by State and. naticoal
agencics, the committee noted.

ain, a native of Oskaloosa,
lowa, received a psychology de-
gree from lowa State University in
1977. $he came (o the Detroit area
that year when her husband, Lu-
ther Blue, was signed by the De-
troit Lions Professional Football
team.

Cain subsequently recelved a
master's degree in adminjstration
{rom Central Michigan University.
The couple has a son, Matthew,
10. N

Debra L. Caln
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