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By Doug Funke
staft writer

icbart Inlernational can be seen
a classic example of .a business
at broadened its product line and
distribution system rather than
stagnate or shrivel when:competi-
tion heated and  the ceonomy
couled.
Now, the pr .m-ly owned com-
pany Ilcadqunru.ro(l in Troy with a
tanutacturing/warchouse facility
in Redlord, is poised for explosive
“growth not only in the United
States, but around the world.

“By having a broad range of ser-
ices, we're not dependent on how
well the car is made,”
Hartmann, a Birminghnm resident
and Ziebart chairman, “We provide
| a service that 1:!\15 value or, more
! enjoyment to a car.’

{  Zicbart used to be txdumcly a
| rustprooter .and probably still’ is
‘ perceived that way by most people,

Hartmann said.

But in mid-1970s, Ziebart pur-
I chased Arndt Palmer and started
i offering paint and fabric protection
) 1tment for-vehicles. In the early
J iy began selling
| aeeess ] sunroofs, running
' lumrds and gritl-guards.
{
[

ZIEBART BOUGHT a rustproof-

FELITH 0

More products,
}outlets to chart
Ziebart’s future

ing compelitor, Tuff-Kote Dinel, in
and most recently purchased
r, whose franchises provide
am claborate interior and exterior
aning service.
"We hope to communicate that
Ziehart is wore than a rlmpmahng
company,” Harlmann said. W
have o broader cange of Lr\iu:
we'te offering, a cleaner image
All Zicbart and Tidy Car
eyentually will offer the ser-

id. Upwards of half of all
s are expected to do so by
the siddle of this year. A suce
ful test marketing was conducted
Tast suminer.

We contemplated keeping thim

as two separate {rancl . but as
we tooked A0it, we saw more po-
tential - combined he said.

ehart needed forther diversifi-
cation. Tidy Car nceded diversitis
ion even more.”

Convenience for customers, ope-
stop shopping, is a drawing card.

BUY|

RS OF new cars most
the “rustproofing
sary parl of lhc
P'rofessionals like
pcuph- and doctors are
car care

business

Randy  Cliver run\'urluﬂ Tutf-

E.J. Hartmann,
chairman of
Ziebart Inter-
national, has
presided over
an expanding
product line
and a network
of deaters
since acquir-
ing controlling
interestin the
company in
1970. Further
growthis an-
ticipated here
.and abrond.

A —

Kote Dinol franchises in Livol
and Wodhaven o
‘.

Zichurt about a
ar and a half ago, N
“L think il (car cleaning) is
good arca for us to expand into,” he
said. T think_ it complements the
first part of the business (rust.
proofing), making the car last ong-
er. When it Jasts Jonger, it needs to
he cleaned.” B

Hactmann, 61, acquired conlrn-
ling interest in Ziehart from @

Will diesel get another look?

By Gorald Frawioy
stalt writer

Diesel

vmnl mnjun'\ images of

h, unreliable en-

r as today's diesel en-
re concerned, nothing could
be further from the truth,

1, if auto manutacturer:
to sue ved in meeling ever-res
brought on
ed environtmental
he once-maligned diesel
¢ may be o hest be for the

are

ot

in l)u- diesel engiae and changes in
the diesel industry and the waorld are
st pronsunced that the 19908 may
well be the decade of the diesel

Lucis Automotive, in addition to
turing conventional auto-
molive parts, makes diesel fuel in--
jection pumps

Methanol, electrivity, natural g,
salar pawered, hydrogen and ethsnol

cars pewered by these altermitive
fucl sources have received the lion's
share of attenlion even though there
may be a betler, proven alternative
righl under our very noses.

The diesel engiric

Although autemsotive r oh it
pprment has focused alinest ex-
clusively on the gasehne engine for
the last 100 . the diesel engine
has made gr i
epergy erisis i the mid 19705, Wing
said

ottty = all proble
mobile manufacturers first beg
“tonititg the diese] engine - have
been largely resubved, Win

“Teonld put you inside s e
adiesel engine today and yi
waeldn't know it,” Wing s

Signifiennt rescacdh on direct in-
Jeetion diesel enginss

stead of in & sep
ghificantly improved l)u per-
anve of diescls, Wing

wo spring fnd injectors
inteoduee
bo-eliagjred on,
for bigher-perfertance’ diesel en

ireh,
i Fauropean counlerparls ..
Wing said

are”
Tethe (9705,
wirts were cushed ontn the market

he sdd, dieset.en-

tefore they were ready for wide.
spread asto use, *Hefore the prod-
uct, hefore the market, before the oil

“praved this seliabl

‘I could put you inside
a car with a diesel
engine today and you
wouldn't know it.’
Aarico Wing
Automotsd

o one wis ety for

“(Amlp Oiat’s unforpmate, because
(e industry) is going o have Lo sell
ithe ) of the desel ll aver
agan

JAMES PAFTTON, director of
RIS for the Association of Diesel
) that while diesel en
wdvantages sver
e conventional gasoline engine, the
ol diesel furl  which can
ramye anywhere from 20 Lo 50 cenls
aluve the price of will
prevent its widespre

e cont of
Iy $2,000 to
nobstiehe to

£4.000 ore
wider use of the divsel

T confirmed diesel widiet
tisyself hut i Light of these two
pthts even Ui hard pressed,to pur-
chise a-diesel

“Thereas growth i the North
mdustry, hut most
of 1IUs cotmy, from of -
Hyitton added [Laly
ny and England are sl seeing ao in-
asean the wse ol diesel engines i
PASSCNRPT Cats

But Lucay' Wing sasd ather factors
will fore

the autmnotve indostey W
reund Jook at the industry tn
1o changes that have in
of thie diecl
enpgane, modern desels are more of-
frent amd bure eleangr than the
pasoline engines

Convenlionally

v powerid gasoline
engitie caes will have a difliewlt tine
amecting the corparite avecage fuel
2 D ratings corrently
1 10view by the government, he
sind Under proposed (hut not adopt-
ed) requirements, some cars woulid
bereqmired to execed 50 nules per
pattin

Muodern diesel engines are mope
fuel efhicient, bursing 25 o 30 pe

cent less fuel than conventiotal en-
gines, Wing said.

ites, where gasa:

gre E |m;w
where the two fuedy are comparably
priced (between $4.75 and $4 per
gallank that 25 to 30 pereent is sub-
stanttal, Wing said

L Dued with g ¢

11l be seeing, in the future, a
signifeant penetration by diesel en-
pin it the (passenger car) market

n Europe al first, but the
s will follow,” he smd

v

comiprise
ile marketin Furope, he s
the Uniled States mirket, the diesel
cogine has eaptared less than 1 per-
cent

Another aceeleriating factor in the
acceptance of the diesel engine is a
Rrawing consumer awiarcness of the
epvironment brought on b
rann, globad warming and vzone
depletion, Wing said

Automobile manufacturess can
expeetnereasingly stoet auto enns-
swon standards atandards today's
iasoline powrred cars are
1, Wing s
i designed toup
Rrade 12 urup- nanr quality have
dso been enacted

The diesel, Wings satd. s inherent
Iv eleaner than its yieokine counter-
and 4!1)!

ts
ay's diesel engines, he added,
would fare quite well aganst ever
mlrulnwmmmns(.uu!.lr:!s(h.n
vonventional gasohie engines steug
ple to meet
“Whist you have to remenber 1
Wt s not what you see thit )s nee
* Arll\ harminl 1o the eoviron:
el Wing sanl

CARBON DIOXIDE and carbon
ronoaude cnussiany fram a diese)
enpine are 30 pereent less than those
of o siemlardysized gasoline engine
Irue converter, e

said
# Reattan, of te sassoctation of diesel
sprectalists, said émissions and minm
e anleage requirement cegula-

¥ nat he enough to spur a

U erense 1n the use of

Autumobile mansiacturers \HII
emst sthetes regotitions e sn
fartoseveril cars alteady exceed 50
o and technoley:
ent iy help the dur-

o gasolite engines

There will continie 10 be market
for dwsel trocks Ford, General Mo
sand Cheyslee all affer full-sized,
diesel powrred tracks

Hulto canvinee e sty
PRSI T aMBLITTh
diesels, fuel priv
1o came dawn, he satd Diesel fuel
prices are tymcidly hegher becanse
of federal taxe
than gasolne Laxes
funny costs

amd hagher e

T

R et e agter

son .nu\u.m the company

There were 150 franchises in the
Umted States when Harts E
quired  Zicbart Now, th
somne 380 franchises amd 20 ¢
ny-owned dealerships
had about 100 )
Cnited States and
Europe and Camada when acquired
by Zaehist, he sard

The goll 15 another 400 com-
bined Ziehart, Tidy Car franchises

m the United States during the
194is. The Southwest and Paclfic
Northwest vull be _especially tar-
seted

Patentral also exists for advanc-
e n foreign markets, especially tn
Furnpe, and expansion of markets

charge of peninistration the previ-
ous yvear st was impressed with
wrowtbpotential.

1 wund out atter B owiy
ths the principal owner was
evted in selling,” Hartmann
made presentalions to interested
arties T found thataf 1 wasa't sue-
ssful, 1 would be out l(mkln;. fora
Jobagain

1w the Far Bast,

Ziebart (ranchlse
ta, Indonesia, averages 500
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