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Pesformunces of the Birs
minpham Village Players pro-
‘duction of “Euter ¢ Free Man™
continue through Saturday, Feb.
2, at the plaphouse in Birming-
ham, For ticket information,
call the bor office at 644-2075
anptime.

Billed as a comedy, Tom Stop-
pard’s "Enter a Free Man™ seems
more like a billersweet drima
‘wilth overtones of tragedy. Though
‘beautlfully performed by the Bir-
mingham Village Players’ very
able cast, the productlon generates
very little laughter,

Director Michael Gravame has

of impractical devices, At home he
gets little respect, from hls wife,
{Joan Reddy) and daughtef (Laurie

~.Shea), the latter resenting having
to work as a shop clerk to support
the family.

As Riley, Sweet adeptly handles
an enormous load of dialogue and
is eminently belicveable. His total
lack of a British accent would be
purfectly acceptable it everyone
¢lse in the production wasn't doing
such an excellent job with their ac-
cents,

PLAYING PERSEPHONE,
Riley’s wife, Reddy is wryly amus.
ing as she constantly pursues her

i i oblivi-

‘elicited many fine -
‘tions from his cast and cannot be
‘faulted for the limitations of the
Jpaterial. Stoppard's plays are al-
ways very “talky,” but "Enter a
‘Free Man” is noticeably tacking
‘the sophisticated wit and crudite
sword-play that are usually the au-
thor's hallmarks.

George Riley (Larry Sweet), a
middlc-aged Englishman, fancies
:hlmself an-inventor and bas spent
years tinkering with a suecession

7
ous to her husband’s chatter and
her daughter’s mounting anger.
Tais family has a lot of cabwebs to
get rid of, but the vacuum ‘and
dustpan are not the right tools.

Alternating between sulien and
rebellious, Shea Is very convincing
as daughter Linda and builds great
sympathy for a character who
starts out not very likeable.

At the neighborhood pub Riley is
affectionately telerated as a color-

Well done but not ‘comedy’

Lo

Barbara
Michals

By Mark S, Carlay
specidl wrlter

Kdgar A. Guest 1), Joc Lannca
and Nancy Gurwin just completed
their revival of the Tom

ful character. Mistaking some
{riendly banter for a scrious busi-
ness offer and new romance, Riley
deludes himself Into thinking that
he has flnally earned the respect
and admiration he deserves.

At the pub, Stephien Tadevic and
John Reddy are abselutely perfect
in their supporting roles. Tadevic
plays Able, a congenial but some-
what dim.witted sallor home on
leave, and Reddy is Mr. Brown, a
very proper businessmman in a
three-plece suit who s totally
flustered by Riley's verbal
onslaught. .

After Riley’s pathetic attempt to
run away from home {ails, he and
his family must confront some un-
pleasant teuths about themselves
and thelir future.

DEANE MARTELL III is good
as Harry, the undependable gam-
bler whom Rilvy mistakes for a su-
rious business partner. Wendy Sha-
pero is delightfully tarty as Flor-
ence, Harry's girlfriend. The
always reliable Gary Lee Temple
makes the most of the small part
of Carmen, the dispassionate bar-
keeper who tolera everything
beeause he has probably sven it all
before. .

Barbara Michals teaches high
school English in Southfield. A
theater critic for the last 16
pears, she is an inreterate plag-
goer who reqularly catehes up
on all the New York produce
tions.

table talk

S:,iy Fox chef

“Martin Singer has been named ex-
.ccutive chef of Machus Sly Fox in
Birmingham. He has served as exee-
utive chef in various restaurants in-
tluding the Bay Valicy Hotel and
Resort in Bay City and also has been
atfjliated with Gatligan’s in Detroit
and the Midtown Cafc in Birming-

ham,
*For Machus Sly Fox, Singer has.
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created a menu combining longtime.

favorites with “Tapas” fare for the
casual part of the restaurant called
Sally's Saloon. Long popular in
Spain, Tapas are smal) courses of
various tastes. )

The Sally’s menu alse has such
offerings as Asparagus Wrapped In
Fresh Salmen, Seafood Nachos, Vea)
Oscar, Sandwiech, Cracker Bread
Crab Cake Sapdwich and Sally's Trio
of three mini-hurgers with different
toppings.

Valentine’s Day

Celebrating Valentine's Day, a-ro-
mantic dinner for two, will be fea-

tured ‘Monday-Wednesday, Feb. 14-
16, at Tango's Bistro and Bouquets
Restaurant at. the Radisson Plaza
Hotel at Town Center In Southfield.
Dinner at-Tange's Includes Tango’s
salad, entree from the grill {filet mi-
gnon in green peppercorn butter or
grilled gulf shrimp in a red, hot pep-
per sauce), parsley-buitered new po-
tatoes and fresh . vegetables, for
$39.95. Music will be by the Loving
Cup. At Bouquets, dinner is scafood
ravioll in red pepper sauce, Bou-
quets salad with raspberry herb vi-
naigrette, Cabernet Sauvignon Sor-
bet, an entree from the grill (filet in

honey pork sauce-or chicken breast
in orange-apricot sauce or Pacific
salmon in lubsterdarragon sauce),
barley pilal, fresh vegetables, rofls
and hutter. A bottle of chilled cham-
pagne is included, along with Choco-

tale Seduction for dessert and coffee,

for $59.95. For reservatjons call 827-
4000. - .

 Russian Feast

The Lark in West Bloomfield will
offer its eighth annual Russian feas,
a dinner featuring the cuisine of the
Imperial Russian Empire, at 7 pm.
Monday-Tuesday, Feb. 25-26.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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Jones/Harvey ™ Schmidt musical “1
Dot I Dot at the Jewish Community
Center in West Bloomtield.

‘The play, produced by Birming-
ham-based  Junus' Productions,
chronicles the 50-year
Michael and Agnes, a late 19th/carly
49th century couple.

The productlon is lively, light and
-hinny, Songs are well sung and jokes
well delivered.

NOWEVER, THE warmth, drama
K complexity of the script and
characters ate ignored, resulting in
 surt of junk food theater experi-
ence — tasty but empty.

I Do! I Do!" is one of those small,
intimate muslicals that tells a story,
establishes  characters and  uses
songs 1o punctuate moods ai joy,
sadness, humor and bitterness.

Here, however, it comes off as a

" song and dance revue with snippets

of dialogue thrown in.

THE PROBLEM, 1 suspect, is that
this production was Intended to pro-
vide Nancy Gurwin with a star vehi-
cle rather than render a serious In-
terpretation of the play. .

The playbilt describes Gurwin as
“Detroit’s first lady of the musical
stage.”

Gurwin is vrarguably a“talented
performer. She can belt out a song
with the best of them, and her comic
timing is keen. . R

Al her best she is a combinatjon of
Ethe) Merman and Carol Buracit,
with a little Lucille Ball thrown in.

Here, however, these qualities
simply overwhelm the material,
leaving . the: audience wondering
what the polnt was.

THE MUSIC of "1 Do! 1 Do!" while
pleasant is not powerful enough to
stand on its own. Most of the songs

marriage of .

‘1 Do! 1 Dol
on light side

review

Edgar Guest's directlon moves the
show along at a brisk pace. The best
moments are the comic ones, espe-
ciably those dealing with the trials of
parenthood.

WIILE "I Do! I Do is a pleasant,
warm little musical, it is not the
right- medium for a’ belting vaude-
ville comedian such as Gurwin.
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TEIDELE AvoHeR DEMON
An Erotic Fable

. by
¢ Basrews Snger & £ve Fneaman

R
Directed by 8lal

ThruFeb. 17
Angerson A sensual play
“Funny, moving,  about love and
and fuliof - passlon set at
WORGEr, . aTare  the tumof the
Kind of tmeatncad  centuryin
magk.” Jewish village in
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..to top -the evening off. -
cnjoy a selection from our |
“Sweel Delighits Menu,”
N an array of  international
- coffees,” famous Machus *
Pastries and “"Desserts -for o
Two."
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@ . N, -
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Of One.

* Indoor PoaliWhirlpool
* Indoor Waterfall
* Whirlpoo! Suites
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MICHIGAN'S BEST
KEPT SECRET IS OUT!

Your Choice = Fri. & Sat. = Sun. FREE
Sat. = Sun. @ 1/2 PRICE

You have seen the rest now stay
‘with Best Western Lapeer Inn

* Heart Shape Jacuzzi Room:
* fun Center

* Rooms To fit All Needs
"Kids 12 and Under, Stay free

| SUNDAY thru FRIDAY |

Expires Feb. 8, 1991 |

How to Make
Valentine’s Day
Last a Little Longer

The most romantic day of the 'y
doesn’t have to be the onaly romantic
day. Enjoy our spacious, luXurious
accommodations, champagne and
chocolates for u cozy Valentine's Day
getaway and we'll give you 50% off of
your next weekend stay. Priced from
$64.95 plus tax, it's casy to make
thie romance last!

FORRIN RVATIONS

553-0000

Clarion Hotel
& Fxeeutive Suites
31525 W, Twelve Mlle Road
Farmington Hills

ity




