'_Students at Fairview
study war and peace

“Jwill not play at tug o' war
I'd rather play at hug o' war
Where everyone hugs instedd of
s, ..
— Shel Silverstein
“Hug O War”

By Casay Hans
staft writer

The very young students at Fair-
view Early Childhood Center in
Farmington Hills are trying to un-
derstand war by a peaceful means.

The ‘words of author Shet Silver-
sleln grace their walls, and their
hallways are filled with a friendstip
chain and white doves as part of an
all-school ‘theme of "Pcuce and
Friendship.”

Because of the escalating military
build-up in the Persian Gulf aren
fast fall, Fairview chose the theme,
which took on a very real meaning in
as the 1S, became in-
g with traq,

"ML carcles over and gives s a

1' Hitting Home

base to talk about things that are
Roing on in the world at their level,”
said principal Mary Lou Semerville,
aliout the students who are kinder-
rten age and younger. “Whea they
bring, their concerns to school, that's
whetn we take that  teachable,
mamnent . .

A staff commitlee comprised of
hers S Dankovich, Lyn
Pawloski and Diana Romano
worked logether to develop the
and Friendship” theme. $tu-
nade white doves, which hang
mthe school's hallways and offer
tach student’s definition” of peace.
Linmg the hallways are cutouts of
<hillten holding hands - an atternpl
Lo cicele e sebool in a gesture of

Fa

[riendship.

Students also pazticipated a spe-
cial assembly, where they physically
held hands in a friendship cirele to
“hug the school,” Somerville said,
and brought cookies in to school to
share with classmates.

They selected the Weme partially

because of the tension in the Mrddle .
East.

Lthink people were aware of the
situation,” Somerville said. “It was
kind of lenunus over there, 1t really
gets to the true meaning of the holis
day iy brings it hack.”

d despite the tension

teachers at Fairview are
1ospeeiidd effort to assure
children that they aré safe, and to
encaurage *nts 1o main adin-
Iy routine which gives children a
feeling of security.

On Jan. 21, the celebration of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr's birthday.
many af the students talked about
peace and war and their feelings
about the siteation. “That kind of
epened things up,” Samervitle added
"1Cs heen a veliele that's opened so
many things up.”

District’s bilingual staff
lends an ear to students

Students in Farmington are gelting oxtra suppart
during these troubled times in the Middie t

Farmington schools bilingual director  Haroune
Alameddine and his staff are floatiog from building, to
building throughout the district - wilh many centered
at high schools — to offer an ear to studenty trovbled by
events in the Persian Gulf area. The mlingual staff is
there as an added counseling resource (i wiher staf{
members. . . .

The Farminglon area has became melting pot o
recent years, including a number of cultures sternmung
from the Arabic, Christian-and Jewish pojulations of
the Middle East, But Alameddine said students are trou-
bled, régardless of their background .

simeboatall we can do s pra

for peace.”

NOT ONLY DO students have a general interest in
We events, but some students have brothers. sisters,
aunis. uncles and parents in the reglon — either as r
denls of the Middle East orserving in the armed fore
Alameddine s ) N

Alameddine said students
the fighting, “but wi

" them feel comfor:
student’s needs,™
Shortly belore war broke out. Alameddine returned
“non and a visit to his famly. “The war s very

nd, “but our Job now 1s with the kids here,

1

are “apprehensive” about
much as possidle, to make
able We try ta be sensitive Lo each
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Fairview kindergartners Steven Perry and chain ot little people that lines the walls as par!

Angela Altus arc the human link to a paper

of the school's “Peace and Friendstup™ theme

VAR

ra [

Everybody is cocerned — the entire student biudy is
aid Alameddine, who had divided hix ime
personally between Nuorth Farmington, Harrison and
Farmington high schools, "Ev rybody is really-in the

concerned

RKood and staying o
dents) come and tel}

“Herein-our district, thank God we are doing very

n top of e vthing. They (the stu-
you ‘Thank you for being.there.”

Crything. so {ar, s good

‘Woman hears fear in the voice

By DavaVarga | .
stall writor

-Wren Margaret Higuera talked to

her daughter, Janice, on Sunday.
Jan. 20, during a three-minute tele-
phone eall to Saudi Arab e could
hear the fear in her child's voice.
She was a little weak in the
knees. I think all of them are afraid.
v it or nol.” sasd
whose daughter,
Janice, 28, ts amnong the hundreds of
ther
women waging war with Iraq

Despite her fear, Army Capt. Jan-
tee Higuera, being & woman and
company commander, must hold 1t
0. She told her mother their compa
is in good shape and they're
ched to 8.
could mean the expeeted
ground assault to Jiberate Kuwait
Although she i slationed somewhere
in Saudi Arabia along with the 20th
Army Brigade, her mother docsn’t
know precisely where she is.

ONCE, CAPTAIN HIGUERA was
stationed in Dhahran. She catled just
before Christmas to say they were
relocating,

“She sald she was going to be oy
ng, but 't say where, bee
cause of sveurity. [ said, “Are you
going 10 be able to hrar gunshuts
She said, ‘Probably sa.’ Soit's sort of
& guessing game."”

Margaret and her husband, Gilber-
1o, a physician, live in Bloomheld
Hills with their sons, Phtlip. 15, and
Michael, 16, both students at Ietroat
Country Day. They hear from thewr
daughter infrequent Each call 1
figure will b her last.” she

During her calls from
bii, “Jantce” aTgraduate " df North
Farminglon High School and the U S
Military Academy at West Pomns,
asked about anti-
wens going on here heard
about discussion among 1D stu-
dents, who sent letters and packages
during the holidays, over the vihdity
of the war.

“Of course she has strong feehngs

Gulf crisis prompts unusual incidents:

The Persian Gulf crisis conbinues to hig hon

sands of US. servicemen and -

-of daughter in the Middle East
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The Higueras of Bloomficld Hills are among thousands of
American families worried about loved ones fighting in the

" Middle East war. Janice Higuera

stationed in Saudi Arabia. The tamily is. from left: her brother, .

s & 2B-year-old Army captain

Mike: father. Gilberto: mother, Margaret; and brother, Philip.

that whiat ithe U8 sy doing 18 night.”
Marpatet Higuers sind.

Brothers Phatip and Michael disa-
st over the war. but buth have
beep strauned by ther sister’s done
s prsiion and the fact they ha-

year around

Foi

HERSELE,
yeera sand, “Theer couldn't be more
al o paafast than 1 bt T think Bush
Bas done the right thing Life s hke i
sehonl yard 11 bully hits you ance

Margaret Hi

set can walk away. g second time
it walk Hut af he hts
Sew Lt G, You'd better tuen
a-and and (ght biek

Captan 1hguera told her mother
hew one diny Che saaw 50000 cashets
nnfeaded P several days 1 just
Aeptrepeatitg Ho A ciskets, ” she
saud . . .
Thett et s the maal -
bt eved Jate last year
U thaing for me

b hat wax
5 atet Hignera sind

Life an the desert asu't tasy, Cape
tin fhyuera has ald her mother
They get une hot meal o . nu hot
shiwers ard she deseribes the Land-
c s bleak, Barren and u,
Raght now. Margaret Higuers ian't

™

sappar ety an the trunk of 4

Janice Higuera

mvobved with g of the support
growps for farmhes of saldsers in the
Persan Gulf. She uses famaly
{riends for suppurt

©Ulmonot sure bowe U react whea
She st able to call at Wl she sad

4 AT ROUNE CATUD woamen” to attend

Haroune Alameddine (leht). bilingual diréctor
of the Farmington Schoals, ‘latks with North
Farmington High School senior Eva Kassab

lcenter) and bilingual
Alty.

paraprofessional Lisa

colly sparking a few vausual meldents 10 Fatonngton
Hills. .

A 21-year-old man who was working al a Farnu
Hstls party store was confronted by an umdentified man
about 8 p.oyJan. 20 and asked if the store was owned by
Arabs, When the mnan, the son of the owner, replied that
t was, the unidentified man made a2 nasiy gesture and
feft, accarding to a Farmington Hills police repaort .

[n an unretated incident, police found bundles of fly-

a rally s Detrolprotesting the war against Iraq The
bumlles were found while police were making an inven.
mpounding i car invalved tnoa Moaday ae-
f reedom Road near Grand River

AnAdat Shalom Synagogiie fepresentitive contacted
police Shinday after receving information that there
way have been drive-by shootings at the building, on
Middelbelt between 13 Mide and orthwestern High-
way,according report

°

‘SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS NOW
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FURS REDUCED EVEN FURTHER
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