Engler, Nowak see
more privatization
for efficient MDOT

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

Gav. Jubn Engler ind the Oakland
County mun he sclected ta be the
next director of the Michigan De-

partment of Transportation see eye-,
1

o-cye on one major goal fer the

st MDOT s

in: become more ef-
ficienl . & . possibly through privat-
ization, the System of cutting costs
by conlricting some  gavernment
services (o private. sector compa-
nies,

Engler prompted discussion on
MDOT goals Monday when he an-
nounced that Nowak, Oakland’s dep-
uty vously execulive, wonld head the
agency that oversees a $1 bitlion ane
nual budgel and eemploys about 3,900
employers

The new governor announced his

selection during a press conference
at the execalive’s office at the Oak-
land County complex saying, “Pat's
expericoce in government dnd traos.
0 will serve um well.”
2. was @ county commis.
Farmington from 1973
10 1976 situl became one of two depu.
ties to County Execulive Danlel T.
Murphy in 1977, He .now lives in
Bluomficld Township.

peatulaling
W Nowak

ONE OF THOSE con)
Engler”on his selection

on s appuntment . Murphy
himself
“As you 2ll know. Pat has been my

© Fight-hid inan for 14 years,” the ex-
ceutive smd ma letter read on his
behadf Murphy suffered an apparent
stroke on Jia. S and continues to re-
cuperate at bome after o three-week
stay at St Joseph Mercy Hospital,
much of itininteasive care,
“It gives me great ple,
know that Oskland County
county vxecuwive Pat Nowak
been appainted director of the Mich
gan Department of Transpartation,”
Murphy wrote
“Over the years has been in
the trenches with elected and “ap-
pointed otficials in Oakland County,
the State of Michigan and the federal
pavernment,” the executive contin:
ued. “'Fle’s heen a coplition bullder, a

teamn player, an Inhovative thigker

and. many times the guy whe de.
Itvers "bad news® on iy behalf,”

No! is scheduled 10 begin his
new duties toward the end of Febru-
ary when Murphy s expected to be
fuily recovered, |

NOWAK SAID he' was “suprised
and henored” to be appoinled direc-
tor of MDOT. .

“I've known John (Engler) for a
number of years,” No said
“During that time we hav
partleularily close . . . or distant,
think T will enjoy working with him.

When asced what  he
MDOT to de ander Nowak's diree-

was general in a speeif
v 1 want all aspeets of state
government to e more efficient.” he
said "Privatisation pught be o way
 achieve th

Ashed af_he didn't expect some-
thing more iamwvative from MDOT,

.1

Engler quipped, “Many people would

say hemg more efficient would be i
blg nnovation for state  govern-
ment

Nowak sid he had talked with En-
gler and s advisers on s il e
castons, and the only goal they dis-
cussed s making MDOT more effi-

“IUs nol goany; to be bustness an
usuil,” Nowak said “We want ta

GREATEST TOOLS
FOR SAVING
“THE ENVIRONMENT.

' Q

‘Many people would
say being efficient
would be a big
innovation for state
government.’
: ~ Gov. John Engler
At Oakland press
conference

winted *

. eoa.
. Thea recycle.

make sure the public is getting the
maximuem return for their tax dol-
tars. If we happen to get new money,
itwill gu toward new services,”

NOWAK 1A
lished himsel
vatization. As ch
he has had o running battle with del-
egates from Wayne and Macomb
counties over a proposal to award a

ALREADY estab-
n advocate of pri-

multi-mlhon dollar contract to a -

private rather than
SMART, itself.

Opponents clasm  awarding” the
contract to ATE Management and
Services Co. would jeopardize the
Jubs of uniopized employees. Nowak
sail awarding the contract (o ATE is
an example of privitization being
more efficient and eost-canseious

company -
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rman of SMART,

~ Sympatheticear
New MDOT director knows local roads

By Pat Murphy”’
statt writer

With one of its favorite sons
director of the state highway s
tem, Oakland will get a more
pathetic ear - and maybe
help = from the Michigan De;
ment . of Transportation for the

it
AW tnan, 4 Truy busi-
nessman who is alse chairman of
the Road Commission for Oakland
County :

“Pat Nowuk 1s an excellenl se-
lection.”  Littman said- Tucsday,
“He's an exeellent administrator
and. he knows the unportance of
roads in- attracting and maintain-

le hs comments one

after Gov. John Engler held a
ss conference al the Oakland
County complex to announce that
Patrick M Nowak would be the
new MDOT directar,

Nowak, who a general agent
for the Conncticut Mutual Insur.
ance Co. for 16 years before being
twice elected as a county commis.
sioaer, has been depuly county ex-
ecutive sinee 1977 T

8 SECOND-in-command  to
County Executive Dapiel T. Mur-
phy. Nowak has vast expersen
county goverament, Littm.
and first-hand knowledgd™i
land's transportation needs.

AS

* chairr

Nowak has heen, for exatnple,
of the Detrott area mass
ansit syst SMART or Subur-
hien Mobility Authurity for Region-
al Transportalion) since 1989

150 promoted and encour-

'smart highway™ pitat pro.
geam for southeast Oakland Coun-
ty. That's the $70 mullien Advinced
Traff Munagement  System
that  propases Wi ease
ston by compulerizing and
automating highway

The ATMS imtially
fic in Troy Bulaf 1S sucerssful,
the ATMS i expected to be ex.
panded 1o inelude most of the
tire southeast corner of O,
County

of b experien
Nowak will Bkely bring 2 differ
and more welcomed perspeetsse t
MDOT, said Littinan

The outgomy MDOT ifirector.
James iz, séemed to focus on
bulding and msntaning express-
ways, Littman sad, often at
the'expense of locil highways

PAND 1 DONT thiok he (bt
fully understoad the relationstop
between the state high Syaletn
and county roads But Nowak has o
full understanding of how  those,
WO BEENCIeS are supposed to work
together.”
director of MLKIT,
& ROVETROL to serve and
serve, Lattinan cuntinned

witk has
ate to
Hot @,

‘Michigan's got 83 : 7,
counties. But | '
certainly understand
the congestion in
Oakland County.’

— Palnck M, Nowak
anon director

thnk OQakland County  sied. T certiunly don't thank G-
btter heariag o Lans- Jand ur anabody else ean pive the
i way ont of congestion * .
{ there s any particular
g attention, Nowab

Vbed af te would e mare re-
et dkland County, Newak
v got B3 counties
understand  the
wkland County
nnly understand that
w0ts to do all he can
congested arcic move
fhewenily.
s perhaps a hint of his al
for belter il
ATMS) over i
ni, Nowiak

the interseetion of
w1605 north W Maple

of pressure bullding {rom conges-
Lon an " hesand "There's

N pressre [or senethiang to han
= cenpestion oot from X

PN
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