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Hospitals take extra care

By Joanne Maliszowski .
stalf writer -

You probably don't think much about what a hospital
does with its wastes, But it's pretty much the same as
what any instltution or community does with Its gar-
bage — with a few more precautlons.

“The cxpense of waste disposal Is going up very rap-
tdly because it s so complex,” sald Bill Scheuber, Bots-
ford General Hospital's admlnistrator of professional
and support services. .

First, here Is medical waste, That Includes things
that come in contact with patlents, Including needles
and_ bandages. There is gencral waste, like garbage
from the caleteria, for example, that's. criupacted and
sent to a landfthl.

Liquid waste, mostly chemicals, Is taken away by a
licensed hauter. The hospital’s small amount of radioac-
tive materials are returned to the vendor; who dispenses
of it as regulated by law. .

Botsford Incinerates, on average, 700 pounds of medi-
cal waste weekly and sends an average of 8,700 cubic
yards of general waste to the landfill, Scheuber sald.
‘And like all other hospitals, the amount of waste contin-
ues to increase.

disposing of medical waste

AIDS, have placed a greater demand on incincration
because of the need to kill germs and bacterla by burn-
ing items at 1800 degrees. More Ite¥ns in a hospital are

ble, i ding Items llke ther And all
of it comes in packaglng, especlally plastlc, which also
is incinerated,

Bolsford's incincrator is licensed by the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and certified by the Michi-
gan Department of Health as a producer of medical
waste. The hospita) spent $10,000 maintaining the incin-
crator last year.

It does meet current regulations,” Scheuber said,

The hospital has a contract with a company (o main-
tain the incinerator within tegal speculations and regu-
fations.

“Al this moment we are in compliance with legal reg-
ulations. But we fully expect the rules to get tougher,”
Scheuber said.

Scheuber sad he’s aware of the publlc's growing con-
cern over waste, medical or otherwise. That's where
education is aceded. .

“We need to do a good Job of communlcating with the
publie,” he said. “A Jot of this is new and they don't
understand it. We need to exptaln it If we don't people
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wood, .
Teacher Elis, caught up in the
spirit of the day, was wearlng a
sweater thut celebrated Operatlon
Desert Storm. The war [n the Per-
Gulf has captured the tmagi-
nations of her studentsyshe said.

“They have a sense of pride in
their country and where they live,
said Ellis, a Farmington Hills resi
dent. -

“They're very concerned . . .
and talking about it," she added.
“I've tried to peint out that there

Kids chow ’down

arc two sides. I had one student
who was flying on a vacatlon, He
was a little afrald. I trled to reas-
sure hlm.”

Having a soldler for a pen pal
and Army lood to eat helps the
children come to terms with the
conflict, said parent Donna Fablan, *
Kendal's mother.

“I think I's wonderful,” she said.
"The kids are getting firsi-hand in-
formation. They're really involved
in the whole .thing. §f there are
fears about the war, they talk
about it, It really helps.”

‘GATEIYOOD HAS said very it-
tle in her letters about her Army
job, Elis said. They do know, how-
ever, that she's a residgnt of Balti-
more and wants to studly business
after her Avimy days.. Ot

She has not written stnce (A VFT
started Jan. 16, the teacher safd>="

‘The Army meal followed an all-
schoo] assembly durlng which stu-
dents sang dongs llke “Wind Be-
neath My Wings” and “Proud To
Be An American,* waved Ameri-
can flags and talked about their
feelings about the war and the Con-
stitution.

,But for Pam Ellls' class, the
hightight of the day had to be cold
tuna and noodles eaten right {rom
the bag.

UNIVERSAL PRECAUTIONS with diseases, such as

wil] leave it to their own imaginatlons and come up with
their own answers.”. )

Hospitals plan to build
own regional incinerator

Continvod trom Page 1

pital Association Service Corp. 1o
finance a study. .

“It showed there was sufficient
waste volume to warrant a regional
incincrator and that [t would be less
costly in the long run to have a re-
glonal program,” said Bob Camis of
the - Michlgan Hospital. Assoctation
Service Corp., which hopes to build
the incinerator. .

The hospitals want to build a re-
gional incinerator that can burn 100
tons of waste a day. The 20 partici-
pating hospitals burn an estlmated
total now of 70 tons a day, Camls
said.

State Rep. Jan Dotap, R-Farming-
ton' Hills, supports a regional incin-
erator. “1 think we're going in the
right direction. Hospitals are usually
responsible. If they aren’t, they have
their reputations to lose,” sald the
Botsford board member.

* Incineration is the “proven tech-
‘nology” that's enviranmentally safe,
1“cost efficient and regulated by gov-

ernment. “The air pollution devices
{on ‘incinerators) are far superior (o
anything you would have on your
home. 1-don't think there’s been any
more coneern with them (incinera-
tors) than an apartment building
with an incinerator.”

With tougher regulations, hospis
tals have few choices. They can ci-
ther shut down, or retrofit their fa-
cilities 10° comply. Retrofitting a
small-incinerator to meet regula-
tions could cost §350,000, Camis
said.

Besides ihe increasing costs of
landfills ~ at which a lot of waste
from hospitals cannot be disposed —
the state's goal by the year 2000 is to
have 40 percent of all waste convert-
ed to energy, Camis sald.

In addition to tougher state regu-
lations the Centers for Discase Con-
tro} in, Atlanta have come out with
guidelines of the type of medical
waste that must be incinerated.
“More things loday are considered
Infectious,” Scheuber said.

CAMIS'’ GROUP has contacted
communities, such as Canton Town-
ship and Romulus, to determine the

response Lo butlding a medical waste

incinerator in cerlain areas.

“We're facing a perception prob-
tem,” Camis said. “So what we're
going through is an educatlonal pro-
cess. We're educating them to the
fact that the process is as safe as
anything today.”

The proposed regional incincrator
would be built on 5-8 acres in an in-
dustrial arca, nol residential where
most hospltals are todny. “We want
to build not just an jncincerator but a
medical waste program so we can
study ways to do environmental
packaging,” Camis said,

The regional inclnerator wilt burn
medical waste from participating
hospitals. Gases will be put through
a sccondary chamber wlere they
will be burned at 2200 degrees. “All
gases will be neutralized {rom that”
Camis said. Non-hazardous ash will
be sent to a landfili.
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Attention
~All Taxpayers!
Election — February 5, 1991

Farmington Schools propose to increase
property taxes by an additional 10%

Spending Outstrips Inflation and Enrollments!
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Please heep in mind pmrmw\{mrnls will be raised one month from now,
autontically inere & your property tines, This new request for an
acdditional 10%0 property  Lax iner
homeownees and hus

s is nanecessaryianud excessive, Many
eas taxpayers are afready,steetched to the linit, I
ths > t s and
homeow nees alike, this s not the tme to raise property tax cates (or the ehird
timie in fhirce yeaes, Thomas Jefferson once said, “The price of liberty is
cteenal vigikanee!”

Be Vigilant! Be Informed!

VOTE FEBRUARY 5th!
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