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Play by rules if child is ill

Who determines when o chlld Is
too sick to attend a day ‘care pro-
gram? The issue ls complex and
largely appears to rest with common
sense exerclsed together by the care-
giver and parent.

Most centers have guidelines, but
those issucd by the state are vague,

Michigan's liconsing rules for
child care centers state that when a
child is too ill to remain in the group,
he or she should be placed in a sep-
vrate area to be cared for comlforta-
bly until taken hame or cared for
celsewhere.

Any bedding, toys and tollets used
by 1l children should be sanitized.
Rules for group and family day care
homes are Jargely the same, and also
exclude peaple living in the home or
caring for children from contact
with the childcen if they have a con-
firmed communicable disease.

MILD ILLNESS is a on-going
problems for both caregivers and
. working parents. While the welfare
of the child is of primary concern,
children can have colds and diarrhea
frequently. A carcgiver may also
want to spare parents a mld-day call
to work asking them to pick up their
child,
Parents certainly do not want
their children to come in contact
with other Itl children, and yet, when
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their own children have mild symp-

cach may have different perlods of
," he said,

toms, according to givers, some
will try 1o slip the child in be reduc-
ing their fever with medicatlon. Such
practices arc almost certalinly
prompied by the inability of the par-
eni to stay home or afford a daytime
babysitter. .

The National Association for th
Education of Young Children states
that unilateral excluslon of slek chil-
dren is not required since that policy
is not consistent with current Infor-
matlon about epidemiology.

“Often children are no longer, con-
tagious when they become sympto-
matic, To exclude or Isolate them
can be an unfair and unwarranted
hardship on the parents and child.”

They further state that, given the
appropriate resources, sick children
need not be excluded for uncempli-
cated respiratory illness.

Joel Blostein, an emidemiologist
with the Oukland County Health Di-
vision, eancurs that colds or flu are
not the primary concern. "Because
of the great quantity of such viruses,

student

wins essay contest

Takafani Inoul, a fifth grader at
Larkshire Elementary School, the
son of Yochitka and Kuniko Inoui,
has wen this year's American Histo-

ored by Three Flags Chapter,
nal Society Daughters of the
American Revelution (DAR),

The essay, “What the Bill of
Rights Means to Me,” has been
called “extraordinary™ by the chap-
ter's Amecrican history committce
chairman, Sally Kirsten of Farming-
ton Hills.

Takafani bas been a resident here
for three years and attends Japanese
School in Detrolt cvery Saturday,
said his teacher, Norma McAlpine.

Hls essay, chosen the winner from
70 entries, has been sent on for state
competitlon. There 3t will compete
with winning essays by fifth graders

fl:)"\ 34 other DAR chapters in the
state.
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TAKAFANI WILL be a guest of
honor when the chapter h its an-
nual luncheon to give awirds to him,
as well as the five Good Citizens
sponsored by the chapter, at 12:30
pan. Monday, Feb. 1%, in First Pres.
byterian  Church of Farmington
Hills.

Takafani will receive a DAR
medal, a certificate and the DAR

publication “Pillirs of "atriotism.™
Vieki Back. the chapter’s Good
Citizens committer chairman, is in

" charge of the activities for the day,
S

e has invited Lonette Morley, an
English and  history - teacher for
adults, to fuenlsh the program for
the afternoon. Her program ts cailed
“The Peritous Ride of Captain Jack
Jouett, & Revolutionary War lero.”

Back will give pins, cortifis
and coples of “PHlars of Patriotis
1o each of the Good Cltizens

He turther stated that reasons for
excluslon would Include diarrhea, fe-
ver, and rash discases (roseola,
chicken pox, cte.), among others.

Dr. George Blum, vice president
of the Michigan chapler of the
Amcrican Academy of Pediatrics,
agrees that, within moderation, chil-
drert with mild respiratory infec.
tions can attend day carc. However,
he cautions that coughing and saliva
can both spread germa,

FREQUENT hand-washlng and di-

sinfecting of toys, especially when -

caring for infants and toddlers, can
be highly effective in reducing the
spread of discase.

Hilde Weems, a day-care licensing
supervisor with the Michlgan De-
partment of ial Services, ac-

knowledges that there is a wide vari- .

ance In practices from caregiver to
caregiver, and that some keep too
many sick children.

However, 'she said, if a child be-
comes mildly 1] during the course of
the day, the center or home may
have a seperate area where the child
can remain comfortably for the rest
of the day, with the knowledge of the
parents.

“While Michigan doesn’t define
the symptems for the exclusion of
sick children, cach center or care-
giver should develop a real clear
policy of when to exciude sick chil-
dren, together with a health profes.
sional,” said Weems,

“The carcgiver should do every.
thing possible to break the’chain’ of
infection and the parents have to
adhere 1o their policy.”

Marcie Walker is o free lance
writer whao has rescarched the -

pie of chilid care wn the wmetro De.

ot area

The Constitution is the basic and
supreme law of the land. It sets forth
the powers, duties and the structure
of our government. Because of this
document, our country has been able
to withstand the storms of the Clvil
War, World War T and World War 11.
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The Hometown and Observer and.Eccentric “Creative
has this Jargest sefection of suburban display real est,

ate ads in the metro area,

Living” section

]

To alot of creative people at
The Observer & Eccentiic
Newspapers, spring means thal
our fashion scelion is just about
to make its colorful appearance.
"Fashion central” has been set

ready to give you the definitive
look at Fashion '91.

“tiled with colorful piciures and
informalive fealures, SPRING
FASHION will answer your

) quostions about what's
important, intcrosling and new
on the fashion front.

Lon't miss this big, beadtiful
section on Thursday, March 28,
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The AIDS Volunteer Network, the
75th anniversary project of the Jun-
lor League of Detrolt, was Imple-.
menied In Apri} of 1990 to recruit,
traln and place volunteers in a varte-
ty of AIDS service organizations In

Network seeks volunteers for training

the Metro Detrolt area. To date,
AVN has tralned 40 volunteers on is-
sues of prevention and transmission,
e ty, values and sub

abuse.
Upcoming tralning sessions will

be Saturday, Feb. 16 and Saturday,
March 23. Those interested in at-
tending, or in finding out more about
the -AIDS’ Volunteer Network, can
call Roberta Sharpe, 8314AVYN.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL

Observer & Terentrie

ALL KIDS CONSIDERED

{313) 577-5244 ask for Elaine

per Summers for Kids
CAMP AND ACTIVITIES FAIR
' SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 1991
11:00 A.M.—4:00 P.M.

Bloomfield Hills Middle School
4200 Quarton Road,Bloomfield Hills

« Day Camps

< Teen Tours

Here is your chance to meet representatives of local and national summer
programs who will help you choose the right program for your child.

SPONSORED BY

THE MERRILL-PALMER INSTITUTE
WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY

Free Admission
Open to the Public

*Door prizes
+Gift bags for each child

+ Overnight Summer Camps

- Specialty Camps
- Activity Programs

« Academic Enrichment
« Student Employment Oppork
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in the coneept of family at Peachwood Ina. To
means our residents, their famtilies and our
f!‘, We care, for cach other, We care about each other,

| Ibachw@od Inn

Older-Adult Health Cave at its Finest .

South Bouley

852-7800
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