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spociat writer

ILLIAM SHAKE-

SPEARE went through

a mid-life crisis centu-

ries before the pap-

psych term was even invented, -'md a

Hrmn Bedford  will  present
“The Lunatie, the Lover and llu'
Poet™ on the American Artis
Series at 3 pom. Sunday, Feb. 10,
ut Cranbrook's Kingswood audit
rium in Bloomficld Hills. Tickets
ar-$25 are avatlable by calling
851-5044, :

Bedford portrays Shylock from “The Merchant of Vumce“ dur-
ing his show, “The Lunatic, the Lover and the Poet
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“speare.

* high-fallutin',

distrust of women accompanied his
midd ged disenchantment.

In Brian Bedford’s two-hour fosti-
val of Shakespeale mllctl “The Lu-
natic, the Lover and the Poet,” the
acclaimed actor — wha is & pl!rvnnl-
al box office’ favorite at Ontario’s
Stratfard Festival — re
sIghts into the mind of Shak.
In a phone interview from Washing-
ton, D.C.. Bedford said he is
surprised how many sophistivated
people don't know the facts of the
bard's life.

“Shakespeare's father was mayor
of Stratford,” Bedford said. “Wil-
liam was married at 18. Before he
was 21 he had a e and throe chil
dren. He had @ middie-aged decline
similar to what his father experi-
enced.”

Bedford’s show

peare.

s in docurnented
8

biographical the-
speare with the ches
from the il e dramohie
porirait’ of § re using his
own wokls."

© BEDFORD EXPLAINED the
show is “not just Shakespearcs

greatest hits. What I'm trying to du
is create the character of Shake
Everything works to that
end. Lots of people see him as a
oracular,  gad-l
man. 1 see hitn as o very henian
being who experinces love, hate,
ccstasy, despmr

To. illustrate the beginaings of
what Bedford calis the bavd's “mid-
dle-aged decline,” he quoted the hap-
py country song fram “'As You [,
1t “Most fricndship is
most loving mere folly.
“That is the acorn that blooms in
sueceeding plays inte the full-blown
nikilisa of Lear and Timon.™

The classical actor, born and
trained in England. spoke with can-

Brian Bedford stars in ane-
man  show about Shake-
speare.

speecties and of the bitter exite, Ti-
mun He ancluded some of those
spreeches i " The Lunatic, the Lover
and the Poct and said the bitter Jan.
Bua i ke upehuck. -1t Shake-
ap s apewing ont vepam and bile
2t hifee”
vdford admits it wag a challenge
to fand (he'real man beneath the ap-
provsnitely
ard created T
fully ks his own perso
interested in psychological
py. He winted to write wonder-
athraliing theater.”

tledford read the sonnets and the
plays over-and over to’ find the
chinhe through  which  he  could
alimse the playwright, to find “what
mght Le straght from the horse's
mnith” e cited Hamlet's instrue-
o to ors who have come to
Flanore castle as such a chink. “it

- Malvolio; King Rlchard If, Shylock.

fer a
prince to be an alicionado on act-
ing.” In Hamlet’s speech, Bedford
said, “Shakespeare proclaims his
own artistic mandate.”

SELECTIONS IN the show include
a gallery of Shakespeare’s male
characters. With only the actor’s art
(no costumes or sets) and Shake-

speare’s inimitable language, Bed--

ford brings to the stage such diver-
gent men as Nick Bottom, Romeo,

Macbeth, Angelo, Prospero, Hamlet
and Lear. R

Bedford says it ook him a year to
“compile” the show, which opened at
Stratford’s Third Stage in September
1989 to rave reviews, Since.then the
onty change to the origina) show has
been adding a Yittle more of Macbeth
after Bedford played the ambltious
Scotsman Jast season at Stratford.

Bedford spoke of the particular
challenge of making Macbeth rele-
vant to audlences. “1 don’t think
vaulting ambition is something the
man in the street connects with, He
can relate to jealousy, love and re-
venge, but Macbeth wants more and
more.” He added, *If a character is
closer to my own experience that
makes it a bit easier.”

Playing Richard I, who murders
for political gain, challenged Bed-
ford, who felt a'distance from the
hunchbacked king. “I suppose if I'd
murdered anyone, I'd find it casier,”
he said, and explained the dramatic
challenge of making the audience
{eel empathy for Richard. "It’s hard
to convincingly depict a man who
murders.”

In more than 31 years as a classi-
cal actor, Bedford has become inti-
mately  acquainted  with  Shake-
speare’s plays, having played most
lead male roles at onc titme or anoth-

dor of King Lear's déipmring  has no narrative rlueand it was  er, He said, “The sennets {which he
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ores bard’s life

includes in the show) were a com-
paratively new | disco! for me. .
They comprise an enigmatic docu-
menlary of part of Shakespeare's
life, and I got on intimate terms with |

* them. They weren't published until

Shakespeare was 45, except for two
which were leaked out when he was
5"

LAST WINTER Bedford took “The
Lunatic, the Lover and the Poel” on
a successful “*20.25 cily"” internation-
at tour that included Carada and
Mexico. This winter the itinerary in-
cludes 26 cities. Later this month,
Bedford will perform his one-man
show at Wayne State University's
Hilberry Theatre in Detroit,

O tonr, every performance Is dif-
ferent. "The acoustics of ‘the houscs
are important and they vary with
cach date, he said. Audiences also.
ditfer in thelr  familiarity  with
< and characters
t reglonal the-

"Tm unjve ml is the perfect
Shakespeare elass. Lively students
edpe and love [for

Ly Bedford said. “The
point u' fact is you don't actually
need a knowledge of Shakespeare 1o
find the show interesting, You come,
sit there, and 1do all the work."™

Ater the tour, Bedford will return
ta Stratford, where he will play Dog-
berry i “Much Ado About Nothing™
ansl the lead in “Tirmon of Athens™ on
the upeoming Stratford Festival sea-
son. He will plaj Timos for the first
time, and despite the play's depress.
ing nihddist, Bedford looks forward
to the dramatic challenge and to
working ong an with direetor
Michacl Langham
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