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Budget wrangling leaves local arts in limbo

By Linda Ann Chomin
- spocial writor

Gov. John Engler’s proposed budg-
ct cuts, rejected by the state House
appropriations committee, could de-
vastate the budgets, programs and
services offered by communlty arts
groups | they're introduced agaln
and passed.

Armong the local groups ihat could

_ be affected are the Plymouth Com-
munity Arts Council and the Llvonia
Sympheny Orchestra,

The Farmington Arca Arts Com-
mission won't dircctly be affected.
Farmington and Farmlngton Hills
cover FAAC's $9,000 budget. Bul
FAAC vice chalrman Robert Benja-
min, who taught art in Farmington
Public Schools for 36 years, hoped
that school art programs’ statewide
wouldn't suffer from the budget-cut-
ting ax. “Without "art, you're not
completely educated.”

The governor, the House and the
Senate continue to wrestle with ways
to prevent a $1.1-billion state budget
deficit, I ngler recommended drasti-

cally cutting the state's $49-mlllion
equity package for cultural organ-
izations and institutions.

Meanwhlte, an exccutive order in
January freezing $4.3 milllon of the
Michlgan Councll for the Arts’ budg-
eted $9.1 million In grants for 1990-
91 continues to wreak havoc with the
budgets of cultural groups as well as
individual artists, writers and musi-
clans.

The exceutlve order proposes cl-
minating all MCA grants beginnlng
in October and cuting the MCA stalf
budget by half.

Two weeks ago, the Mnchlgun
Council for the Arts informed the
Plymouth Community Arts Council
all art support grants have been sus-
pended, including its current $7,000
grant. That will severely curtail art
programs and services, as well ps di-
minish the :xblmy lu bring them to
the schoals.

“In Livonla, a 39.900 grant to the
Livonia Symphony (10 percent of the
symphony budget) will.not be forth.
coming,” satd Lee Alanskas, who
serves on the Livonia Arts Commls-

‘The most devastating effect will be on
educational programs, where they
actually take music into the schools.
The Michigan Opera Theater programs
will be among the first to go.’ '

— Marilyn Wheaton

Concerned Citizens for the Arts

sion and is a'Livonia Symphony Soci-
ety member.

ACCORDING TO state Sen. Jack
Faxon, D-Farmington Hills, “Under
exccutive order, the governor in-
tends to immediately stop payment
of current grants mud to certain re-

would be void of any culture,” said
Therese Jaye, .who serves on the
Livonia Arts Commission.

The Livonia, Symphony Orchestra
is funded in part by the Livonia-Arts
Compmission, the Michigan Council
for the Arts, the National Endow-
mL'nl for the Arls, lecal businesses,
and private contribu-

cipients and 1o el all graats
{o cultural organizatians begirning
Oct. 1.

“If the proposed budget cuts are
put into cffect, a part of our society

lurs NEA funding is in part ticd to
state arts council funding.

With the current freeze on grants,
Livonia  Symphony performinces

would definitely, it not severely, be
curtailed for the rest of the season.

“1t (he proposed budget cuts) does
nol affect us directly,” Jaye said,
“because the arts commission Is
funded by the City of Livonia, but in-
directly, it would limit our access to
i fine programs put on by organ.
ions such as the Michigan Opera
Theater and the Livonia Symphony
Orchestra.*

A SOLD-OUT.Jan. 18 perform-
ance of the Michigan Opera Theater
mvsical revoe, “Broadway Bables
and Phantoms.” presented by the
Livonia Arts Commission, would
acver dhave taken place’ without
grant assistance lhmugh MOT's De-
partment of Community Services.

In Plymouth, the $7,000 state
Krant represeats 10 percent u{ the
arts council bugdget.

The freeze on state geants ma) af-
fect Music in the Park, the Art Rent-
al Gallery and bringing performers
into the schools. It also may delay
converting the historic Wilcox Mill
no a communi ts center, said

Kathryn Savitskie, Plymouth Come
munity Arts Councl] executive dlrec-
tor.

“If the governor gets his way, T
think that the arts and culture are
Roing to be devastated in the Slate of
Michigan,” said Marilyn Wheaton,
exceutive director of Concerned Citi-
zens for the Arts in Michigan/Michs-
gan Advocates for the Arts, an adyo-
cacy and lobbying group for the arts

“Arts  organizations were pre-
pared to Lake cuts across the board
like everyone else,” Wheaton said
“What nu ane was ready for was that
dollars alread contracted. for would
be frozen.”

“The most devastating effeet will .

be on'educatienal programs, where

they actually take music into the
schools,” Wheaton said. "The Michi-
Kan Opera Theater programs will be
among the first to go."

If the proposed budget cuts are
eventually voted into place, “the
domino effect is incredible,” “hm»
ton said.
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By Janice Tigar-Kramer
spoclal writer

Couple’s barn
proud symbol
of Americana

a4 d the car

bouse on two acres
with a barn, a creek, a rock garden
and clty water, all in Farmington
Hills, they were surprised to hear
from thelr agent just one week
later. A house with.all of thelr
requircments had just been listed.

Interested to see the property
they had only dreamed of finding In
the city, Joe, a lab technjcian at
Sinal Hospltal of Detroit, and Judy,
office manager of the hospital’s
engineering department, both left
work early to take a look. Jos was
sold on the place before stepping
inside the house,

“1slammed the car door and
heard the ‘whoosh’ sound of a
pheasant taking flight. I knew we
had to live here,” said Joe, 42, a
naturalist and environmental
lecturer whose love of wildlife and
the cutdoors began as a boy
growing up [n Detroit.

Besldes the 1.9 acres, the creck
and a yard filled with wild flowers
and bushes, the ot was just enc of
afewin Fnrmlnglon Hills with an
old barn.

The couple moved into the 45-
year-uld ranch house In February
1987, and spent most of (heir free
time exploring the land, peering
inte the creck and examining the
condition of the 900-square-fool
barn, at the bottom of a hill behind
the house,

AFTER FINISHING some
necessary heme repairs, the
Dereks began making plans to
restore the two-story, hip roof
barn, which stands proudly in a
neighborhood of new homes north

f

e sz
pwple wanted fo by huy lhc
lmrn but we never considered

HEN JOE and Judy
Derek told their
Realtor they wanted o

door and heard the
‘whoosh’ sound of a
pheasant taking flight.
I knew we had to live
here.’ )
— Joe Derek
Farmington Hills

sefling It," Joe sald. “The barn
represents the last of what used to
be, and we had no plans to get rid
of iL”

To gather ideas for the
restoration, the couple drove
through Michigan and southern
Indlana to look at the color and
design of other barns. They even
stopped to talk to farmers along
the way.

BUT THE history of their own
barn was revealed, almost by -
accident, just last summer.

One aiternoon, the couple
noticed two elderly women with a
video camera in the slrL'et behind
their property.

Since lt's not uncommon for
people to look at the old barn, the
Dereks were used to the attention.
But they were curious about the
use of video equipment.

The visitors, Mary Yost of
Wisconsln and her sister, Sally
Setlers of Howell, grew up in the
barn in the 1940s and Just stopped
by to reminisce.

Now in thelr 60s, the sisters
maoved into the barn with their
parents shortly befare World War
Hand llved there until the family's
house (now owned by the Dereks)

. was bulltin 1946.

Their father, Lambert Sellers,
originally-bullt the-barrrtse pon
then planned to build the ranch
.house. But whea war began,

The Dereks' barn, built in the

Farmington Hills family during World War Il The couple

lumber was scarce and bie coutdn't
find enough material to continue
building.

TO MAKE the barn comfortable
for the family, Sellers installed a
wood floor, an o}l burning stove, a
small pcrch and regular house
doors. An open, ladder-type
stalrcase was used to reach the
second level.

Sellers even painted the barn
white 1o make it look more like a
residence.

“The sisters were amazed that
the barn was stlll here. They visit
Detroit and our place every lew
years to see if things are the
same," Joe said.

LAST SUMMER, the Dereks
found a local centractar wilting to
scale the 30-foot barn to remave
the original roof, instalt off-white
shingles and bulld a new chimney.
Joc also built a bridge over th
ereek leading 16 The barn.
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1940s, .once was home o a

plans to repaint the structure this summer and do minor re-
pairs inside.

Left: Joe and Judy Derek
watch the creek that runs in
front of their 30-foot-high, hip
roolf barn. The barn is ene’of
only a few left in Farmington
Hills.
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Botsford Inn — It’s an enduring beacon of history

“Anmd the innkecper spraks to
il of ws, in the aceents of todap.
aver the decades of our pust”

- Jean Fox, Botsford Inn blstorlan

ALLEN AND Orrin Weston built it
as Orpn's home In 1836, when An-
drew Jackson was president and
Mictigan weas the west.

Today. the. Bolsford Inn, a legend.
ary gatesay 1o Farmington Hills at
Grand River and Elght Mile, is one
of the aldest hostelries in the state.

The natlonal historic site may be
tattered around the cdges. But it re-
tains much of its rustic charm. 1t's
tichly symbolic of our communlty's
hospitallty and hetitage

In 1841, Stephen Jennings converts
«d the inn to i tavern

“Known as the Sixteen Mile Huoose
(it was 16 miles out from the hearl of
Detroit), it he stagecoach stop
here in, Clatenceville on the Grand
River plank road, which followed an
Indian trail that went on to Lake
Michigan,” a- state historic marker
in the front courtyard tells us. .

Milton Botsford, from a Farming-
ton Township pioneer family, bought
It In 1860, after n succession of own-
ers, Including Joha Claugherty, who
the town of Clarenceville, which sur-
vives today as a school district, was
named after.

Aller Botsford acqulred it, the inn
soon became a popular meeling
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place-for dravers, farmers and trav-
-elers ta and rom Detroit

AUTO PIONEER Heary Ford 1.
who met his wife, Clara, al a square
dance there, bought the Batsford Inn
in 1924 as a romantic gestore and to
save 1t “from demolition  during
Grand River's widening

1afibe Juhn Anbul's  (ather,
Juhn Njcholon Aphut. bought the
fandmark (ram the Ford estate
1951, The lodging market and the
Farmington ared have changed dea-

matically since then,

But Arhat. pledged to waking the
inn “a huinan establishment serving
people and not sotely a money-mak-
Ing vperation,” has pever gone hog-
wild with modern lures

Lack al feelers trom historicatty
sensitive buyers recently prompted
Anhut 1o take the inn off the market
Instead, he hired a geaeral manager
to run day-to-day operations.

The inn remains an oasls for trav-
s hovked on Lhe ambicnce of an
atlier tinne

Persenally, Lean’t envision the inn
without Anhul. who more than any-
ane understands s distingaished
place i Jocal hastory, at the helm

ANHUT, EVER the eatreprencur,
fias made several major bnlding ad-
ditsons te the orspinal structure Rut
te has never slighted the inn's role
asan nnnk mosenm of living history

For example, tonches of America-
na. wond floors’ and five wood-burn-
g fireplaces spice the guest areas
And much of the furniture came
from Henry Ford's Fair Lane-man-
sion 1b Dearborn,

Fard oave sad “history is more or
Tess hunk,” but the ald man's love for
the inn was undying

“With Henry's drive and enthusi-
ast as a spur. the famly decided 1t
was more §mpartant to find-people,
like the Anhuts, who would keep the
nn i the spint of my great-grandfa-
ther, William Clay, Fard Jr. once
told me.

Chances wre, the Weston brothers
would beam with pride ot what the
state ature-proclaimed during
the Inn's sesquirénptennial in 1986,

“Tt stands as a beautiful window to
a bygone age, with changes and im-
provements unnhll‘ ta ohscure the
fecling of history

Hob SKiar s assistant manag-
g ailitor for apecial projects



