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Carl Relner hosts Sunday Best”

New NBC progmm looks at

television past, pres

By ‘\mr; Ann Fownsend

(‘omcdy legend Cart Heiner h:s\
been humoring Lelevision audiences
through five decades ever since he

was’a regular on wu s “The 54th

Street Revue,
He's at it

in as host of NI3C's
new series “Sunday Best,” which
tooks at funny broadcasting
moments since. the heginning of
television through the present,

While he got his start on televi-

" sion as the photographer in a 1948
series called “Fashion Story,” he
gained fame for two other rales: his
regular spot on the 1950°s variety
program “Your Show of Shows™ and
his writing and producing role on
“The-Dick Van Dyke Show." In fact,
the 1all, balding Reiner looks the
same as he did when he played on
the latter show as Alan Brady from
1461 Lo 19056,

The '60s brought another clairm to
fame for the comedian. His comedy
routine,
with Me) Brooks, had several incar-

nations on {elevision and on records. -

In the early 1470s he worked for a

- while on “The New Dick Van Dyke
Show,” and in 1976 he played Mr.
Angel in the short-lived  series

“Good Heavens.” Later in that dec-

ade he took his talents to feiture

films, directing mo

God™ and “The Jerk.™

He got his chance to play deamsa |

in the 1981 TV movie “Skokie.” Bul
he has alsa continued creating com-

Frod Oryar plays a no-nonsensc
datactive on the police dramn Huntar,
. Wedneadays on NBC,

- vided by an eclectic group of televi-

. ed eolnnist and TV sanrist Lin

“The 2,000 Year Old Man™ ..

s like COh

>t

cdy velneles for athers as a writer,
producer and director
©As host of NBC's “Sunday Rest
Reiner  wiit he  guiding
lhmu;,h events in telesision history.
“He's really the father figure who
Ruide: you lhruu;,h and he really is
strictly the host. He may do an ocea-
sional comedy hit, but we will have
other comedy bits un the show.” ex-

. plained Garth R, Ancier, exceutive

producer of “Sunday Best."
Those other mmul) bits are pro.

ston ahielonados neluding syndic:
Ellerbee, actor -comedian fand orig-

il Eddie Haskelly Harry
co-ereator uf David  Létterman

"!inc""ngnt"“3-[.'-rrill“\!url\—r'""'_"w nd NG

comedian Jeff Cosario Fxeentives
on “Sunday Best” anclude former
CNN managing editor Cissy Baker
and former SPY \hmnnu'
tures editor Bruce Handy
On the premuere episode of “Sun-

viewers

fea. -

T IHURSIAY

Handaome Woody Harrelson Is part of the reason NBC's hil
comedy Choers, slring Thuradays, Is top-rankad. Harrelson
" plays the naive bartander Woody Boyd.

day Besy,” ‘the comtributors paid
tribute to Reiner through a segment
of ¢hps of his classic shows, includ-
ing ks toupee run on “The Dick Van

vke Show.™ "The 2,000 Year OId
nd skits from “Your Show of

“ach week “Sunday Best” will be
divided :nto various segments, from
a Jook at the previous week in tele-
vision to highlights vxcerpted from
a week it some other point in televi-
stan’s history. There's a theme seg-
ment, a viewer video.mai! segment,
and lots and-Jots of miscellancous
(‘]Ip\

"It continues ‘to be molded and
shaped. That's the nature of a show
like this [U's never been done be- -

‘fare, s0 the whole thing keeps motd-

mg as we go along.”” Ancier said.
“We're just having fun withit”

new we lv series “Sunday
Best " The sertes takes a ook at hu-
“moraus broadeastng moments from
the begmning of television up to the -
most recent week's shaws “Sunday |
Best” s broadeast, .lppmprmul.\
on-Sundays

einer hosts



