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RY AGAIN
Will the se

Fasir of the dog that bit you™
I cond time be a charm? 1f at
first you don’t succeed . . . .

'here are sume parents in the Farn-
inglun School District who are. thinking ‘these
days that school millage requests, like
might just be lovelier the second time around.

Sure, the school distriet’s request for an addi-
tamal 2.7 operating mills and an additional mil}
Tor capital improvements went down in flaies
e IFeb 5 with more than 6,000 naysavers strik-
ing the collective mateh,

And Superintendent Michael Flanagan said the

deep cuts in school pro-

Insteql. there will be
prams and personnel.
fut proponents of the mitlage iner
Bot 1 be plea: Waging a lackluster ¢
mewl\ S, Wi i or {eague opposi-
ard Headlee and his

s have

A.000 vote 10 a tax increase in

elhmite anti-lax climate.

MORE. THAN
places (cemember the long lines
Loas 21 percent of the re
turned out.

“Inany other time in our history, 1000 votes
would have won,” noted 1 lanagan on the morn-
ing after. It was indeed worth noting,

Se bow about it? Ask again for the additional
muney that educators say is needed to replace
mitlions of dollars “recaptured” by the state?

The word around the commuanity is that the
parents whe were the hard-core millage sup-
again, but gan and

10,600 jwnmed the polling
and angry peo-
tered voters

ar some of the more st
anli-ritlage Tolks sncering, “Yeah, and
mare where that came from if you'd care
v oagain.” But. still, we feel there is a strong

Not real
School choice

. SCH\]()I.S OF CHOICE could improve public

cdueation — it the concept was based
somewhere in reality,

But at's not xpayers should be
wary ol politicians bearing the gift which they
claii schools of choice 1o be. -

Unfortunately, too many schools of choee
supporters believe that the strength of the con-
crpl s hased an the competitive model.
sing public schoel attendance boundar

- will allow parents 1o choose
sthaols tor their youngsters, while loremg
ohies to ke Changes

White that sounds good on its tace, the reahty
o thist the sa-ealled “biad™ schudls Bave no way
o IIMM' A comehark, no way o taise the tunds
Vol operale i clissical Aterican
compentive marketplace

i schouls “would sinply Lol oand the
IS wonld saoh be overcrowded,

A s goud

tealiny also dietates that the lemplation tor
hisgh sehionl conches would be just too el
st Reerwting students jor 1heir athletse
‘prostess could became an epideie which would
te_stitienlt to eradies

PRACTICE ALSO sugpests that Darents wali
Huthe chntees on tietors uther than quabiy. put
it gty taie taeililes at Fisk of beang with-
A o e educational Toop

CREGLAD Michian's tegislator < s

teaed 1o the peaple who pat them in
Lansing and overwhelmngly tegeet

e ther proposed poy tiatses

W

That's ane Jess ¢ un[l i
o e when thetal
ireverable Lnlspia
When the rmses (est were proposs
sted ere that members ol e St

o ezl
Hhanse can have thean, provided thes vaen than
peritmance equals  prrcentaye et

Lorwrshabors o have i vear betore thear terit
EESIRON

Unlike others, who have pouréd over the e
nn Rlamehard s ahimimisteidion Jaok iy
bt s inw Lo procesd, we think its betler
G b’ thes seitt a fresh spprosely Fngler 1~ gn
b vl mandate Inwer property s
sotbomt Turther sollvimg an alteady pathetse
prabheng thronghoul e state's se Iuml HITRTEN

tant~ ol
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district wouldn't tey apain il the proposals failed. -

ged to get. more than

One more time?
Case for another millage try

The pro-millage people all but
sealed their fate by refusing to
debale the last time.

_case lor trymg again. .
vbe (he members of the next school millage
cominitiee wili learn from past mistakes. Maybe
they 'l run o little smacter campaign the second
lime aromxl. For eximple: '

MAYBE PHEY'LE realize that, if they. expect
to win, they have to.plead their case to the oppo-
L’

right . . . identi-
niors or singles or
selling job on those

sition, not to thents
fy the no voters — he they
whoever — and do their bes

1t no gool having millage supporters Saily
Smith and Bonnie Jones convinee each other of
the rightness of thew canse. Instead, they need to
‘carry the word to the infidels and ‘convert as
‘many as possihle. :

And then ther

s this question of the great mil-
lage debate that ne happened, but certainly
should have. The pro-millage people all but
sealed (heir tate by refusing to debate lhe last
time,

Whea Patrick Anderson or Richard DeVr
sues a challenge to debate the need for o millage
in proponents should junp at the chance.
I ||n-|r canse is truly just, what have they to
tear

And we think it's the duty of the school board
members ar the superintendent 1o do the tatking
tor the schools . .. the state attorney general's
opinion en the subject be damned.

H the pre-miltage supporters will be a bit
more open and honest chout the need for the ad-
il meney in i future campaign, maybe the
s vaters will be more generons.

offers no hope

Educators must think
of all our kids’ needs

WITHIN THE LAST two weeks,
.we have witnessed  defeated  ai-
templs 10 hike schoo) taxes in two of
our communities which traditionally
support their schools’, requests for
money.

West Bloamfield schools tost in an
unusual tie vote, (A recount showed
malfunctioning of voling machines

in two precincts, so those voters are

being repolled.) Two proposals by
Farminglon schools Jost resounding-

y.

Both saw organized .opposition
spring from unlikely sources as they
attempted to make up revenoes lost
when the state reallocated funds to
needier districts.

Within the West Bloomfield irea,
the Orchard Lake City Council went
on record against the proposed tax
increase. In-the i
ard Headlee, whose tnsurance com-
pany is one of Farminglon Hills'
largest taxpayers, waged an all-out
campaign against bath tax hikes.

It is unfortunate to see ‘ane potiti-
cal bady come out against another.
1t s also unfortunate to sve one
wealthy  businessman  have more
«Jout than one vote in an clection

BUT IT IS also lruu that Lo some

The reality is that the so-called
‘bad' schools have no way to
make a comeback, no way to
raise the funds necessary to
operate in a classical American
competitive marketplace.

v oprebnunary study frotn M
leader aimong schools of chioee state
eates chower s hised more on convenience than
acadenues, The study idicated  my parents
sed thewr choiee miore on nearness to theie
worhpliaee or babvsitier than an schaol
proyrats
Nonetheless there's antlong sacred about at-
tendaner boundaries Theres e peasan why
ares sehool dstnets ean't work tugether )
Wbl s with nearby collepes and amyvers -
tyotter challenging new cduce atons! programs

Mreadv. Oakland County s dr Aty plans (or
w regsomal high sehool tor math and erened.

While that apprench halds some pronuse,
Caulibanly benefit o few students .

lstead o1 creatine new sehoobs. we'd el
procter artis that pake hottey re.
~ontces abeady ot hand

e ol

Fresh look |
Legislators must earn raises

prepals st e state s welfote svstem witl o
Plaanted BT percent dectiease, bepunoing Feb 93
= heensinge ab-o s within :
whieh wonld “adyrriel;
AL nlhon cluldr g

TRRATOR Thah plientie

Who el st themn < National ¢
el ot e the catwalbs m Wi pli
vt ol wor ko prison ot

HEneder orealls serious ahout saving, 1ot hon
loa st the mdhons wastod on i bloated -
state eehice borraneriaey and o« Natenal Guiod

systen b hos staplky o 0ol tmuney

These ape not ca probilems nor s (s st
b meln e Ban doinge ol gols bvang any ol
the ado e wamd pives Jepishitors ~ometung: (o

Pt To nest tine
cotrele e s are side

tallagound: Perhips il
tdlepasliturs propose

ran ot e closels g vith the cost ol hiy
it atedead of whtol thinkang thev 1 earn an
e

o A

degree, 0 pr
wealthy schools tmw.- defd
Their view of education exte)
to the borders of their distr
ficld that should be ram,

Jn the busin

ideas, they confine their vision.

Now that -they too are hurting,
perhaps they will see that many chil-
dreo in this state have never had the
programs ey say they are forced 1o
cut.
Those school districls with the bige
gest problems — children from dys-
functionat or proverty-ridden homes
~ need more moncy per student
than districts with a higher percent-
age of stable, comfortable families.

But what exists is just the oppo-
site.

What kappens if the cotlege-bound
student_at- Livonia $tevenson High
Svhnol doesn’t get that computer
class? Well, guess what, he takes it
in cul]v;,u What happens when that -~
non-college  student at Redford
Unien which by the way j
a~millage-Tenewl) docsntgel lhc
computer class he needs? He
Just nuss ot on & way to carn a liv-
ing.

But these o

g

vs, schuals aren't only
of teiaching With e
breakdown of the family, they are
also nto counseling -~ for subslance
J p.m-nml negleet, teen preg-
Pri bly all school coun-
rs have o heavy load these days.
nm poorer districts, which may have
A higher percentage of prollems,
have fewer human resources too.

THE CILY of the weaithier dis-
tracts his been — raise the fevel of

\

s Judith Cer

2 Berne

state aid for the poorer distriust
don’t take away from us. Thist
doesn’t make it any more

What we need is a unlted e of

unsellish

educators  and 0l

boards to apply their very dve

minds to the issue.

It is not only a question of ¢,

but it s

praaches.
One example of a creative son

is the proposs

also a quustion of mp:

al for an Oaklannn-
¥ high school for mat and sce

It would draw students frojs.
s

tricts across the counly
Tech in Detroit or Bronx §

New York,
Bul Bloomficld ilts Superid-
ent W, Robert Docking, whosd n

jon [ normally respect.

1d
think it wil ul!n'r things m,m
can't get pow."
“Our kids.™ [U's time Lo reer
sl of our kids

“Judith Doner Berne 1 assnt
wanaging editor for the Ouhd
IR

nty ¢

s uf the Obser g
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Engler puts his stamy

on state government

MARSHALL sank into &
ed, “It's great to have

K
She dm‘ appropriations subcom-

mittee work for state Sen. R Robert

7?‘7 .‘l

Tim

L=
her services to Gov. John Enj L - .
during the transition from the eutgo- =" . Richard
ing nl.mclnrd 00,
"We put in 15-hour days, seven . .
dﬂ) a week.” Marshall smid of the  ate candidate. Ditto at Natura) He- fulling 1.000 jobs 1n two nhs
transition. sOuFees me do-ahle

Anne Mervenne, a former aide 1o
state Sen. Doug Cruce, R:Troy, aow
works for Engler and provided the
numbers: Engler had 1,000 jobs €0
fil), several hundred of them pasts
that James Blanchard didn't. il
his linal year in office.

USUALLY IT takes a couple of
years to get hold of the bur
beeause seats on boards have sl
gered term

Engler been able o put his
stamp on state government wmore 1
a month than most governors can da
in a coupl

ard wils
cies. And
in 1990 Blanchard Iet a lot of the
wark slide becanse Engler, i con-
trol of the Senate, \H-uhl have been

able ta Lo mi ke !m[ itical mincemeat it

typieal
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Engler made four ne
ents of Six seats on the Nsporta-
tion Commssion  The  governor,
rather than the panel, appoints the
department director, but it woutd
have mide no difference. Engler's
r)um CPatrek Nowak, s in

Usas why the Marshalls, the
Mervennes and Engler's inner cirele
were working 100-hont weeks

appoint-
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