IF LOVE MEANS never hnvlng
10 say you're sorry, then this could
be the safest Valentine's, Day on
record,

1t could be, that is, i what scems.
to be the latest trend catches on.
‘Then again, maybe it will just be
one of the strangest ones. Who
knows? 1

In the first place, February is
National| Heart Month (that has
nothing to do with the hearts and
flowers -+ and candy — usually as-
sociated Mlh Feb. 14). So if you re-
ally care! for your Jover, you won't
give her'(or him) chocolates. Bad
for the’cholesterol level, which is
bad for the heart.

That information comes from a
news release sent out by the Shak-
tee Corporation. the vitamin peo-
ple, .who-.are pushing something
called Heart Plan, a Irat-flavored
drink that the company claims con-
tains five grams of soluble fiber
per serving, the same amount
you'd get by cating six apples or
32 bowls of vatmeal.

II you're cencerned about your
valentine’s health, forgel the choc-
olates ¢ her a glass of fruit-fla-
vored fiber.

AND WHILE we're on the sub-
Jject of press releases, the folks at
Fanny Farmer sent one out
minding us that chocolate is still
the gift of choice on V day and that
that company gets started in the
middle of November to produce
more than 100 tons of chocolates
(which contaln 70,600 pounds of
sugar and 25,000 pounds of aut
meats) 1o meel the demand.

Speaking of sweets, the chair-
man-of the Amecican Sugar Alli-
ance joined the press-release corps
to say that Valentine's Day is a fit-
ting time to give thapks to the
farmers who produce al) that sug-
ar.

She polnts out that, thanks to the
sugar-producers who generate a to-
tal of $185 billion in wages an
revenues annually, ‘the average
American pays-less for a pound of

Be mine for V
Day, but safely'
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tivities of some people who are
teying to keep this holiday for lov-
ers safe in another way

"Down in New Orleans they
were passing oul the traditional
purple, green and gold Mardi Gras
beads with a Jittle something extra
attached — a condom. *

"People laugh when you give
them beads with a condom on
them,” one of the distributors said.
“But at somue point- you ha to
take those beads off and when you
do, you have a condom right there
if younced it

NEW ORLEANSIANS aren't the
only ones pushing this kind of safe-
ty. A Bloomfield Hilis company is

stributing something called “Safe
Sox™ — a pair. of s0x 1n your choice
of colars — white, black or white
with. pink trimn -~ with a brightly
colored latex condom stuffed into a
Velero-Jocked pocket in each sock
They go an sale today through the
Midwest AIDS Prevention Project

And another group is marketing
carrings that look like those little
chocolate coins wrapped in gold
{0il. Only instead of chocolate, each
{oil-wrapped  carring contains o
condom ~ always there (f you
need it.

And down in Springficld, Ghio,
the Wesl Central Ohio chapter of
Planned Parenthood is selting com-
bination packages of he
chocolates and foil-wrapped con-
doms in a_campaign to tink Valen-
tine's Day with Sational Condorm
Wecek, which began Sunday.

I have to admit. with the critical
.and still unsolved problem of AIDS
all around us, I think it's a preuy
good idea.

Still, imagine the feeling if, in a

from our readers

Save gas:
turn off motor

To khc edilor-

Enjoyed. the Feb 7 editorial p\gt.'
wilh i1s two ‘picces on energy con-
sumption. But neither meationed one
ohvivus way to save fuel oil and
aveid pumping noxiogs furmes: Just
turn your engine off.

Qf course, it1sn’t practical to shut
off the car st stop lights. But when
the accident ahead makes it clear
you're in for 3 long wait, just shet off
the engine.

I keep reading matler in the car
against such . possibility. Train
tracks are another place to turn off
the car and reach for 1 magazine

Another place to save fuel 15 in the
drive-in line at the bank oz, f;
outlet. You just don't know how long

“that person ahead of you will take. [

dan’t even move up unlil it's my
long as the hine 1 back of
me isn't out into the street.

A pet peeve literally hundreds of
galluns of gas a week are idled away
in schoul parking lots while dozens of
parents per school sit with motors
runmog 416 minutes Turn lln car

are wecasional
tures extrem
leaving the
once had a car with such a bad sta
er that ) dared not turn it off away
from my destination
Bul smost of the time, we can con-
serve ad and save the environmient
Just by tugning a key

tunp«nv

s which may make
And 1
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)lur_\’ Power,
Farmlogtan

Committee
is needed
for schools

To the vditor .
The millage has aot passed and 1t
is ime to face reality.

=

fits are less thap 30 percent of the
budget, it is obvious that mass
tayoifs of our educators is not the
way 10 solve our budget deficit.

As any businessman who has man.
aged multimillion dollar budgets in
the past, T know there is a tremen-
dous amount ul fatin a budget of $92
million.

Ia looking at the budget I can

When property values decline be-
cause thiy school district is not at-
tractive to buyers, when students
without extracurricular *programs
turn their energies 1o more destrue-
tive pursuits, when our graduates
cannot compete because of excessive
class size and inadequate supplies,
then our entire community will be at
risk, young and old alike. .

What will it be that

ponl to a variety of
culs that chieve the hudgc:( re-
duction * without the  threatened
layoffs ol our educalars.

1 propose that the school board set
up a committee of concerned par-
ents and administrators to work to-
gether on reducing the Farruington
Schools budget.

Many of the pareots 10 this com-
munity run Lusinesses with budgets

ancing mmr budgets on a
dadly basis

If this were to Ix' done the sehool
adeministration would hear the prior.
ities their parents ptace on ther Jds
education and assign funds accord.
ingly -

Themas and Susan Maas,
Farmiogton 11ils

Do we vote
on Social
Security?

To the editor

ow that area seniors  have
hlm:kul a niillage increase which
would have maintained the quality

of Farmington schools, let’s consider |

another modest propasal

1f the only justificd taxes are those
which benelt us directly, when de
the Test of us get the vpportunity to
vute on Soclal Security payments”

Senjor ejtizens received subsidies
from the government far in excess
af the amounlts they actually contrib-
uted  during  productive  working
years, and 1t 1s the younger popula-
tion which supports this system

The argument 1s ludicrous, of
course, because it runs counter to

this and have had to deal |

mithonaire Hichard Headl: ved

himself $40,000°in property taxes?

Shame on those who put sel-inlerest
above the inlerest of us all .

Joho Klemme,

Farmington Hitls

Good teacher
may not last

To the editor
Cangratulations to Manly

stein of our own Highmead

{or being named a Michigan

Teacher of the Year. She was fea-

wred recently an the Detrot ¥

Press for the un:quu INtETeStNg

We

h.n( one of the
enee teachers m F

Unfortuniately.
censonity 1s low relative
teachers o the Fartinglon
district On Fob 5 owe mag
voted to lay her off

mington llllh‘

o many
o

b

Mark F. Mokris,
Farmington Hills

Fidttors’ uote Muartjan firees.
sten's l.nunnlr.hmmvnd werte die
fatleed an 11 Furnnngton

(herrer

Put money
where it will
do most good

" Highmeadow  magnet sehool

witliout compromising the quality of
education 10 students.

1 see.the overwhelming no vote as
a voice of the taxpayers saying;

® Use your money more cfficient-
ly

® JRun .the schoo) district more
like u business.

® Reward merit, not just seniori-
ty .

What we are afraid of is that the
newer ambitious leschers whe bring
fresh ideas and approaches will be
automatically cut, while the high-
semonity teachers and administta.
tors will be-retained without review
of the quality of their work.

The schoul board must focus on
the fact thal it can't please all em-
ployees or all parts of the public. We
must put money where it will do the
most good fur the most students.

Early ‘retiremunt:  The. school
board should evaluate whether an
warly retirement program should be
adopted for the 1981-92 school year.

Transportation. 1 If students and
famulties eleet to attend & high school
out of their attendance area or to the
they
should provide their own transporta-
ton 2 Middle school and high school
students should walk to the entrance
af therr subdivisions or to main
crossroads fnp to a mile; to be picked
up- thereby ving gasoline, money
ang tume a result of these
changes) we may need fewer school
b,

These sdeas are put orsginal. These
e alone will pot solve the money
We u”ll’ these thoughts

s o catalyst for

Ed and Hilary Mahan,
Farmington Hills

Opinions are
to be shared

SUREF LT UoTs NS Couster par i

And thi
is “the V.
Riveus
That message is & bil saccharin
for my taste.
¥'m more intngued with the ac-

«ccording 1o the release,
entine gift our farmers

14 othver leading world capitals.

BTy 3 To0m Wt~ Moo vIaT
playing on the stereo, that special
someone vpens the gift you've Just
offered, reaches in-fof a cherry
cardial and comes up with you
g€l the idea

Feb 14,1991 Valentine's Day in
America Be safe

Now s the tme for il those who
voted yes, or no, n the mallage clec-
‘ton, llum- people truly concerned
with quality cducation, to speak up.
Talk 1o our school administratons
and vur sehood board abont what s
ntom our childrens educis
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T I oS WG T e generations
have to ane another 1p our society

1t's unfortunate that our clderly
citizens do nat understand that ev.
eryone 15 alfectrd by underfunded
schools

ToTheeditor

Tam a ailage su
thit 1t has been d
see the school board. school admins.
tration and the teacher’s union act
reaponably to deerease expenditures

pporter But now
ed. I'd hke tn

Making Your College Plans? Take a
Videotape Tour of Michigan’s Fastest-
Growing University in the State’s

Highest-Rated Area for Quality of Life!

W hether sou're a high school stadent
eaploring college choices or are considering
atransierirom thecollege vou're now
allending, here's away 1o 1ind out samething
about Grand Valles state Unisersits sithout

leaving home,

e

s Laase

Lens raiay ETam

i

GRAND
VALLEY
STATE
UNIVERSITY




