Ethet Slmmnnl o

BRI RIRR I

'Eflu: ®bseruer Newsgapers.

“Entertainment

1C10)

. : O& 2 Thursdny, Fabruary 14, 199t

Michals

Barbara

Performunces of the  Bir
mangham Theatre production of
“Nunsense”™  continte  through
Sundayp, March 10 For ticket in-
Jormation, cail the box office at
644-3533.

As ane of

songs proclaims,
indeed habit form-
ing. for it is every bit as joyously
funny the third time I viewed it as
the previous times. The current
production at the Birminghafn The-
atre is still a happy mix of outra-
geaus puns, spirited tunes and ap-
pealing performances that add up
10 divine fun.

Only the flimsicst.of plots sur-
rounds Dan Goggin's wonderful
music and tyrics, When 52 nuns of
their order succumb to botulism
(from a new soup recipe by Sister
Julia, Child of God), the Little Sis--
ters of Hoboken {also know as the
“Little Hobos"™} have only enough
money to bury 48,

Thus they stage a talent show in
the auditorium of their Mt. Saint
Helen's School to “clean out the
{freezer™ and defrost the remaining
four. “blue nuns.”

The nuny frequently circulate
among the audicnce, harassing
lateconers, admenishing people to
sit up straight, administering a
quiz on a “lesson™ and generally T
creating a parochial school atmos.
phere with good-natured humor,
One nun, clearly an astute judge of
character, warned my companion,
“I'm watching you. You look Hke a
trouble-maker!”

BECAUSE THE role was literal-
1y written for her by author Gog-
gin, Marilyn Farina is the consu-
mate Sister Mary Cardelia, the
Mother Superior who constantly
admonishes her frivolous subordi-
nates to maintain proper decorum
but loves ta kick up her own heels.
Despite-the innate haughtiness that
goes with her title, Moather Superi-
or is no shrinking violet when she
belts out “Turn Up the Spotlight™
and “Just a Couple of Sisters™ and
joins the churus of several other
rousing numbers.

‘Nunsense IS
just heavenly

Farina is at her most hilarious

- when she achieves a sexual high af-

ter curfously sniffing at a bottle of
“Rush™ discovered in the girls'
locker room. "Musi be something
for people in a hurry,” she quips.
Alvacta Guess is delightful -as
the impertinent Sister Mary Hu-
bert, the trainer of. novitiates aad
“number two" nun_who always
1ries harder to usurp Mother Supe-

- rior's authority. With her mischevi-

ous eyes and saucy delivery, Guess
is a guaranteed scene-stealer, not
an casy [eat’ among this talented
company. Her powerful voice adds
luster to. “The Biggest Ain't the
Best,” “Just a Couple of Sisters”
and the hand- clanpmg gospel “Ho-
tier Than Thou.

Lin Tucci is vcry funny as Sister
Robert Anne, the street-wise nun
from Brooklyn with an expressive
face and tough demcanor. Her {rus-
trated . theatrical ambitions are
powerfully rendered in “Playing
Second Fiddle™” and I Just Want to
Be a Star,” and then her voice sur-
prisingly softens for the ballad
"Growing up Cathelic.”

Valeric De Pena's bubbly per.
sonality is pleasing as the dancing
novitiate® Sister Mary Leo, the
same role she played in New York
and. previously . in  Birmingham.
Somewhat confused between her
show business and religious aspira-
tions, Sister Mary Leo sings
“Benedicite™ to her teddy bear and
performs a wonderfully hammy
“Dying Nun” ballet.

JENNIFER JAY Myers.is {inc
as Sister Mary Amnesia, the good-
natured bubblehead who lost her
memory after a crucifix fell and
beaned her. While her facial mugg-
Ing is not as strong as some of her
predecessors in the role, she is
quite lovable when struggling to
seem strict as she quizes the audi-
ence on the history of her order. T
Could've Gone te Nashville” nicely
spotlights Myer's vocal abllity.

The multi-talented Goggin di-
rects the show as well, and the
zany puns, visual gags and compet-
itive sniping tumble out at a merry
pace.
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Israeli singer’s music
draws global attention

Alegnu/Aisk HaTorak will host
the Detroit-area appearance of
Israeli singer Jo Amuar in concert,
th anuiversary tour, at 8 pm
Saturday, Feb, 23, at Groves High
Scheol Arditorinm in Birming-
ham. For ticket information call
the Aleynu/Aish HaTorah office
at 948-6900, or any Tickeimaster
tocation. Tickets are $30 (inclind-
ing an ufterglo with Amar), S0
and S15.

By Slowari Francke
speciol wrlier

0 AMAR HAS PERFORMED
tor nearly 40 years in the
Middle East, Europe and
America, and today his unmc

has a revived relevance.

Given the current global fasein:
tion with the region Amar comes
from — he is a native of Morocco
and a part-time resident of Isr:
the 60-year-old singer represents
more than being the world’s seminat
performer of Sephardic music and
traditlonal - Levantine liturgical
songs.

Amar has made more than 50 re-
cordmgs wlith many of his Songs be-
coming standards in the contimuumn
of Middie Eastern music,

"To tell you the truth,” Amar told
the Observer & Eccentric from his
Unncd States residence in Brooklyn,

“if you can hold your level of pu[m
larity, which I have for 30 ye.
people will listen 1o anything

g7

can say. 1 just came home for a.con- *

cert in San Francisco. When they
asked me to talk about Israel, [ just
looked at the pcnplol tening, really
listening. It was anather sing-
er bringing his s

BORN IN Scltat, North Morocca,
Amar was ane of 10 children ruiscd

rangements ‘with wards from the
Tanach, as well as strideni, socially
xv!m Nt new cotmpositions.
was hurt when I-first came 1o

Israel,” Amar says. “The Sephardim
had very littde to listen to. The-Ash
kenazi Jooked at the Sephardin
low level at the time. They were
only given the dirty jobs to do. Now,
the gap is gone. 1t (Sephardic music)
is veey popul

Mid-"60s  tensions in [
tween the Sephardim — Jews with
origins in Spain and Portugal who
g y migrated to Merocco, Al-
giers and Turkey via Amsterdam —
“and the Astkenazi - descendants of
the Jews who settled largely in Eu-
rope following the disapora — were-
exacerbaled by extreme unemploy-
ment and recession. Awmar began ad-
dressing these conditions in songs of
realism. “The Employment Office,”
an origimid song of Amar’s, beeame
something of an anthern l() the job-
1 ephardim.
popularity quickly grew,
and as a result, he quit teaching to
sing full time. Amar's pluralistic
melange of religious. and popular
malerial carned him a reputation as
a singer of the puor and oppressed.
"1 asked the ¢ bhi once,” Amar
recalls,  faughing, we do this
(combine nh;,wlh and popu-
lar melodi id ‘Yes, just
make it holy

YET AMAR SAYS thal he never
lets anyone discuss, religion with
. IUs between me and God. You
do what you want, Ido what T want,
My level of religion is mine and
mine only.”

After Amar's American debut at
negie Hadl in 19465, he found him-
sell perfurimng here so often that he
noved his Limily here, Yel he still
Lelonged to the world. 1Te continued -
(o perforin on $I1% continents in seven

Singer Jo Amar is known for Israeli and Sephardic hits

THOUGH THE mulodics of folk
songs and - the. iturgy have beoe
known and sung for centuries. At
has populatized Sephardic music the

weekly radio show. When he re
turned, however, his popularity was
greater than ever. “They reacted
like T was some new singer,” he says.

a 1 Oriental Sephardic
Nome, ile began singing in canterial
competitions at 14, yel never conxid-
cred music to be a career.

He spenat several years as a relig:
ious instructor in s
towns before moving his fa
Israel in 1956. There, he contin
teach. At the same time, e began

puages, popularizing  Sephardic
e worldwide,

Twice nominated for u position in
the Knesset, Amar twice de d. T
can help without being in,” he
“When you're in, yon automati
have eacmics [ don’t want enel
1 & to be g simple guy who
nion.
ed” ang

world over. Yer P\I\ purpose Femainy
one of immediacy

“1 like to ko people laugh and
siag with me” he says When Tinish
and see so many pm:plc feeling good,
that's il .

Today, in addition 1o l 5
mances in Isracl and hi
Amar spends much of hi llml n the
U.S., hoth to perform and to visit his
fuur children and six grandchildren.
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